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SOME ASPECTS OF THE DIALECTS 
OF EAST BENGAL 
KRISHNA PADA GOSWAMI 


Bengali is a language of the Indo-Aryan branch of the parent Indo- 
European language-family. It is spoken by no less than twelve crores of 
people, and as such, it comprises various dialects, which may be linguisti- 
cally classified into four main groups—Western, North-Central, Northern 
and Eastern (with a South-Eastern sub-group). The Deltaic tracts can not 
be said to have any special dialect of its own, as they were settled on at 
different times by people speaking different dialects. In the East, it is 

„influenced by the dialects of Vanga (i.e. East Bengal) in the west, by the 
dialects of Radha (i.e. West Bengal), and in the North, by the dialects of 
varendra (i.e. North-Central Bengal). Some common features of the 
dialects of Radha and Vaiga are found to exist in the border districts 
of the Delta. l . 

The dialects of North Bengal and Kāmarūpa have points of agree- 
ment, as itis quite natural from their geographical position, although 
some characteristic features of the dialects of Kamartipa are found to 
prevail in some parts of Vaniga as well (Owing possibly to a common 
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Tibeto-Burman substratum). The phonological and morphological differ- 
ences among the different dialects of the Bengali language are not very 
divergent except in South-Eastern Bengali (i.e. the dialects of Noakhali 
and Chittagong districts), where considerable deviation from the norm. 
furnished by other alien dialects is distinctly noticeable. Nevertheless, 
it must be remembered that these dialectal variations do not materially 
affect the understanding of the speech in the different parts of the 
province. Although since the early Muhammadan period, there had 
been a unity of speech at least in the literary form and the name Vatga, 
in the later times, had been extended to the whole of the province with 
the addition of the affix ‘dla’ (i.e. Vanga+dla>Vangala=Bangala), it: 
must be admitted that it is only in recent years that the influence of the 
Standard Colloquial Bengali is acting as the most potent factor in bring- 
ing about a unity in the present day Bengali dialects. , 


In order to study the dialects of East Bengal, (i.e. Mymensingh, 
Dacca, Faridpur, Barisal, Noakhali, Chittagong, Sythet and parts of 
Khulna and Jessore), we must look to the early history of the regions. 
These districts (apart from their geographical position) show some remark- 
able uniformity in language, social’ manners and customs ; and this unity 
most probably had been in existence from the earliest times. But in the 
absence of early authentic records, we are not in a position to judge 
whether these districts belonged politically, linguistically and racially to 
the same province or not. 


The district of Mymensingh! inspite of its wide extent is singularly 
lacking in historical vestiges. “There are no important sites, no mounds or 
ruins of structures of any antiquity and there are neither traditions nor 
old documents, such as, copper-plate grants to help us in forming some 
idea about Aryan colonization, although the neighbouring Sylhet, Tipperath 
and Kāmarūpa in the north have yielded valuable data and the adjoining 
district Dacca (Vikrampur) forms one of the classic grounds of Bengal. 


It is quite probable that family archives and historical records of the 
old families like that of Susafg Durgapur might yield some valuable 
informations about the early history of the district, but these have not 
been properly investigated. We have plenty of family records, which 
give us glimpses into the recent settlement of the district by the high caste 
Hindus from west and north-central Bengal. But such accounts do not 
generally take us beyond the sixteenth Century. 


In the mediaeval times, Bengal was not one country under a single 
rule. When the famous Chinese traveller Hiuen-Thsang visited Bengal 
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during the first half of the seventh century, it was then divided into several 
kingdoms and these divisions were created according to the natural barriers 
made by the rivers Ganges, Padma, Meghna (=?  Meghanāda) and 
Karatoya. 


These were the early divisions of Bengal : 

1) Pundra-vardhan (North-Central Bengal, including Rajshahi, 
Pabna, Maldah and portions of Dinajpur and Rangpur, i.e. the tract 
bounded by the Ganges to the south and the Karotoya to the east and the 
Brahmaputra to the west) E 


2) Kāmarūpa (comprising the whole of modern Assam, North- 
Bengal, Sylhet and most probably Eastern Mymensingh (i.e. the tract 
lying on the eastern bank of the river Brahmaputra), and the major 
portions of the Narayanganj subdivisions of Dacca) i.e. the Maheśvardi 
pargana) between the river Brahmaputra and the Sitalaksha. 


3) Vanga (East and South-East Bengal) - 


4) Samatata (Brahmanbaria sub-division of Tipperah and the major 
portions of Faridpur and Bakharganj) 


5) Kamalāħka (Chandpur and Sadar sub-divisions of Tipperah). 
According to some it indicated a region in the Indo-Chinese frontier. 


6) Harikela. The location of this region has not yet been properly 
identified. There is a considerable difference of opinion amongst scholars 
on this matter. Some say it was a part of Vanga. Prof. H. C. Roy 
Choudhury holds the view that some portions of the districts of Mymen- 
singh and Sylhet were included in the territory of Harikela- f 


7) Tamralipta or Suhma or Daksina Radha (South-Western Bengal). 
8) Karna-Suvarna or Uttara Radha (West-Central Bengal). 


. According to the opinion of some scholars, East Mymensing, Sylhet 
and the Northern portion of the Dacca district lying between the river 
. Brahmaputra and Sitalaksha were included in the territory of Kamariipa. 


Gait while discussing the jurisdiction of Kamartipa territory writes— 
‘It must have included the whole of Assam (except perhaps the Naga hills, 
Lushai hills and Manipur) .and also Bhutan, North Bengal as far west as 
the Karatoya and the part of Mymensingh which lies to the east of the 
old course of the Brahmaputra’ (History of Assam, p. 25). R. C. Dutta 
thus writes in his ‘History of Civilization in Ancient India’ (Vol. II, p-150) 
‘to the east and beyond a great river (the Brahmaputra) was the powerfu 
Kingdom of Kamariipa 2000 miles in circuit. It apparently included in 
those times modern Assam, Manipur and Cachar, Mymensingh and Sylhet.’ 
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Some scholars are of opinion that the districts of Dacca, Mymen- 
singh and Sylhet were included in ancient Vanga. Be it as it may, it must 
be admitted that East Mymensingh and West Sylhet and the Maheévardi 
pargana of Dacca were closely connected from the earliest times, although 
we are not quite sure whether they formed parts of Kāmarūpa or Vanhgn. 
Later on, the dialects of Tipperah (particularly of the subdivision of 
Brahmanbariya) profoundly influenced the dialects of the contiguous 
tracts in Dacca, Mymensingh and Sylhet. 


Western Mymensingh (i e. Tangail subdivision and the forest region . 
of Madhupur) separated by the river Brahmaputra seems not to have 
formed part of Kamariipa. It was most probably included in the territory 
of Pundra-Vardhan or upper Vahga. For this reason, Western Mymen- 
singh bears a close connection upto this time with North-Central Bengal 
both in tongue as well as in social manners and customs ; and the higher 
caste Hindus boast of the family prestige, who trace their descent from 
the kulims of the varendra land. Perhaps the traditional belief of the 
Tangail people that they are an imported stock from varendra land is 
not absolutely baseless and this accounts for the divergence of the speech 
as well as social manners and customs from that of East Mymensing. 


History in India properly begins with the spread of the Aryan 
language into the country, which moulded over the life of the people of 
the present day. There is no doubt that the Aryan speech was brought to 
Bengal and Assam from Magadha and other parts of the upper 
Gangetic Valley by brahmin priests and officials, who exerted a great 

cultural and linguistic influence over the original people who lived there. 
From the report of Fa-Hien who came to India in the fifth century A.D., 
We know that Radha and Pundra-Vardhana were focussing the light of 
Aryan civilization at. that time. Kāmarūpa and Vanhga, it might be 
expected, also assimilated Aryan Culture and learning soon after West 
and North-Central Bengal were Aryanised. 


We are not aware of what kind of speech was current.in the different 
parts of Bengal before the advent of Aryan civilization. 


But it can be asserted that the Pre-Aryans of the tracts Radha, 
Suhma, Vañga and Pundra-Vardhan were certainly influenced both 
linguistically as well as racially by the Dravidians and Kols who lived in 
the Western borders of Bengal and by the Tibeto-Burman people living in 
the northern and eastern regions of Bengal: Prof. S. K. Chatterji in his 
‘Origin and Development of the Bengali Language’ (p. 67) mentioned that 
these tracts were inhabited by some wild Non-Aryan tribes, at least a 

l 
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few centuries before the birth of Christ, who were known as the Pundras, 
the Vangas, the Radhas and the Suhmas. Later on, the provinces of 
Pundra, Vaiga, Radha and Suhma were called after the names of these 
tribes. In point of time, it is generally surmised that it is the Austric 
people who first came and settled in Bengal. -After them come Dravidians 
who spread in different paris of the country, specially in West and South- 
West Bengal. -They were followed by Aryans. Tibeto-Burman people 
of the Sino-Tibetan family came last in the field and settled down in 
Eastern and Northern fringes of Bengal. 


We find a large number of Kol, Dravidian, Tibeto-Burman and other 
Non-Aryan words of obscure origin in the vocabulary of the Bengali 
language which throw a flood of light on the nature of the dialects which 
prevailed in the province at that time. There are also many words and 
suffixes in the place-names of Bengal, which have no affinities with those 
of Aryan roots. Some of them have been explained to be of Non-Aryan 
origin. (See, Non-Aryan elements in the Bengali Language and Bengali 
Toponomy, Calcutta Review, March, 1977). 

East Bengal and Kamarupa? were most’ probably inhabited by 
Austro-Asiatic tribes and Jater on by the Mongoloids. We do not know 
whether these regions formed part of the Maurya and the Gupta empire. 
Authentic Tipperah history goes back only to- the fifteenth Century (as in 
Rajamala, by Kailash Chandra Simha.) . 

The history of Koch-Bihar also, which exerted a dominating 
influence in East and North-East Bengal does not go back beyond the 
sixteenth century. The mixed Mongoloid and. Austric people of these 
tracts appear to have adopted Aryan culture with Hindu aristocracy 
from West and Varendra land about that time. So Hinduism was 
imported rather late, and consequently it remained mostly a veneer. In 
this connection, it will not be out of place to mention that there has not 
been found any authentic records pointing to the times, when Vanga and 
at least a part of it was first conquered by the Muhammadan chiefs. The 
` evidences that are found are unreliable and quite irreconcilable, and the 
tradition regarding them is meagre and contradictory. Over and above, 
during the Muhammadan rule, there was internecine quarrel and many 
vicissitudes had clianged the political atmosphere of Bengal in different 
times. Sometimes, it was ina chaotic condition for years together, and 
there had not been made any attempt (or possibly there was very little 
opportunity or scope for that) to record the events. 

There was an internal migration in the province during the Muha- 
madan rule in Bengal. Those people who come to Vahga from Radha 
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and Varendra carried with them some distinctive traits of the dialects of 
West and North-Central Bengal; and it is-quite reasonable to ‘suppose 
that some Dravidian and Austric elements that are now found in the 
place-names as well as in the vocabulary of the ‘Patois’ of this region 
were brought to this land by these immigrants. Certain peculiar habits of 
articulation and grammatical devices in the speech of East Bengal are 


possibly due to the impact of the neighbouring Tibeto-Burman 
dialects. 


Bengali dialects are most probably derived from the various forms 
of the late Magadhi Apabhrathga. They have developed some common 
characteristics. on the. basis of which the Standard Literary Language 
was formed. Due to geographical position, climatic influenceand ethnic 
substrata, the dialects have more or less deviated from each other. In 
the old and middle Bengali literature, we find some traits, which occur 
in the dialects of West and Central Bengal and again there are some 
characteristic features which are found only in the East Bengal area. The 
Standard Literary Language (or Sadhu bhāşā) was mainly- based on the 
speech of the upper class people of Central and West Bengal. . 


The speech’ of. East Bengal consists of the dialects of Mymensingh, 
Dacca, Faridpur, Barisal, Tipperah, Noakhali, Chittagong, and the Eastern 
portions of the districts of-Jessore ane Khulna. The districts of Sylhet 
and Kachar are also included within the linguistic area of this group. 
About eight crores of people are ‘accustomed to speak in East Bengal 
dialects. So, it can be unhesitatingly said that it is next to the Standard 
Colloquial in importance. Any attempt to lift it up to the status of a 
literary language has not been made as’ yet. Of course, this sort of 
attempt at the present moment will be utterly futile, asthe Standard’ 
Colloquial is already in possession of the field not only as the universally 
accepted Standard in conversation” among all Bengalis, but also is 
widely used as an auxiliary literary language. The Standard Colloquial 
has brought a new change both in spirit and form within the dialectal 
area of East Bengal through the- agency of literature, education and 
fashion. The Pandits of the orthodox class are rather apathetic and 
they do not like to go against the traditional view. A few try to show 
an air of learning and ‘speak a highly Sanskritic-Bengali. But the 
common people stick to the ‘‘patois” and they freely use all the genuine 
words and idioms of the dialects. 


The. main points of difference between the speech of West Bengal 
and that of East Bengal are discussed below. 
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Phonetics (Vowels) 


As regards the vowel-system, the speech of East Bengal.is more 
conservative than that of West Bengal. Epenthesis still retains its force 
in the dialectal area of East as well as North Bengal. But in the Standard 
colloquial, vowél-mutation and vowel-harmony being well-established, 
epenthetic vowels are not preserved at all. Both (æ) and the close (e) 
of -the Standard Colloquial are substituted by half-open (e) in the 
dialect-group of East Bengal. Final (9) is pronounced as (o) in the West 


Bengal speech, but this tendency is hardly found: in the dialect-area of 
East Bengal. 


An open pronunciation of the vowels (u>o) and (i>e) is notice- 
able in the Standard Colloquial ; but this phenomenon is not marked in 
any part of East Bengal. Front (a) is totally absent in the dialects of 
West and Central Bengal, but in East Bengal, itis quite a characteristic 
phoneme. The change of (o>u) is remakable in the dialectal-area of 
North-East Bengal, but this tendency is not met with in any part of 
West Bengal. Nasalisation is not preserved in the dialectal area of 
East Bengal, although it is wide-spreed in the dialects of South-East, 
North and North-Central Bengal. Standard Colloquial also -preserves 
.nasalized vowels to the fullest degree imaginable. In both the West 
and East Bengal dialect-areas, stress accent is mainly on the initial 
syllable of the word in each sense-group or breath-group, with which a 
sentence is usually split up. But in the dialects of East Bengal, it is not 
so strong as that of Standard Colloquial. 


Consonants : 


Medial aspirates are generally de-aspirated and through de-aspria- 
tion, the unvoiced ones are often voiced in the speech of East Bengal. 
In some cases, medial stops are dropped, although a large scale elision 
of intervocal consonants (stops and aspirates) is a special feature of the 
dialects of South-East Bengal. Medial retroflex stops become voiced in 
the speech of Vañga. Some spirant sounds, both velars and bilabials 
(x, 7 and 8) are noticeable in the East Bengal dialects. -But they are 
totally absent in the dialects of West and Central Bengal. On the other 
hand, the voiced aspirate bh becomes a bilabial spirant (£) or denti-labial 
(v) in West Bengal. Palatal stops c, ch, j, jh are pronounced as cés, éjh, 
jz; jzh respectively in the Standard Colloquial, whereas East and North 
Bengal people articulate them-as ts, s, dz, dz: or-z’ respectively. (p, rh) are 
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pronounced as (r) in the dialect-area of East Bengal. The omission of (r) 
and the intrusion of it in a word (which begins with a vowel) is heard in 
the pronunciation of the people of the North-Western part of Mymensing 
district, where it may be due to the influence of the contiguous Rajbamsi 
dialect of Rangpur, where this characteristic is found. This tendency is also 
marked among the speech of the lower class people in South-West Bengal 
and Sunderban area. “n” and “I? are interchangeable both in Radha 
and Vanhga. The voiced aspirates (bh), (dh), (dh), (jh) and (gh) are 
replaced by stops with accompanying glottal closure (b’), (d’), (d°), (dz’) 
and (g’)-respectively throughout the dialectal area of East Bengal. Initial ` 
glottal fricative (h) is kept intact in West and North-Central Bengal, but 
in East Bengal (including Kamartpa) it is substituted by glottal stop (°). 
Intial (S, $, s) are often changed into (h)in the dialects of East Bengal 
and Kamartipa. Intervocal (h) is often elided in East Bengal speech. 
For the facility of pronunciation, an epenthetic (i) is inserted in the 
conjunct-consonant groups like ks, jfi, hm etc. But this tendency is not 
noticed in the Standard Colloquial. Consonantal changes (i.e., assimilation, 
dissimilation, haplology, cerebralization etc) are remarkable in both the 
areas of East and West Bengal. 


Morphological 


West Bengal has the plural affix ‘gula’<kula, ‘guli ; But East 
Bengal has the affixes ‘guldin’, ‘gulak’ as well as ‘din’<4nam (genitive 
plural affix). In West and North-Central Bengal (-ke) is the regular dative 
affix, but in East Bengal, the dative affix is represented by (-re). West 
Bengal has the locative affix (-te), but in North-East Bengal, it is denoted 
by (-t) and sometimes even without any base. West Bengal has the 
genitive plural affix (-der) ; but in East and North-East Bengal, it is 
substituteted by (-rar) and (-gor). Pronominal plural affix is sometimes 
denoted by (-tan<tesam) in the South-Eastern pari of Mymensingh. 

In conjugation, the past tense is denoted by (-ilum, -ilŭ, -ild) in 
Radha, but in Vanga, it is represented by (-ilām). For the future tense, 
West Bengal has the affix (-ba), but in the dialects of East Bengal, future 
tense is denoted by the affixes (-mu, -bam, -Am). There is remarkable 
difference in the formation of the compound tenses in East and West. 
Bengal. In East Bengal, the progressive tenses are formed with the 
present participle form in (-ite) with the verb substantive ; but in West 
Bengal, they are formed with a different verbal form with the verb 
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substantive. In the dialects of East Bengal, the past habitual has often 
the force of future tense. 
® 


_ Syntax 


The Syntax of both East and West Bengal are almost identical. 
. Simple sentences are generally preferred. A sentence is usually divided 
into subject, object (direct and indirect) and the predicate. The copula 
is very often dropped. Compound and reduplicated: verbs are special 
features of both East and West Bengal. - TAGA is no rigid law for 
sequence of tense. ; 

There are dialectal variations in the different Parganas and sub- 
divisions of the districts of East Bengal and Kamariipa. As for instance, 
the dialect of Tangiil has got some features, which are not found in 
other parts of Mymensingh. In the West, it comes in contact with the 
‘dialect of Pabna. In the south, it is affected by the dialect of Manickganj 
‘subdivision of Dacca, For this reason, we get-some characteristics of 
the dialect of Dacca. To cite some examples—(daid)<daud<dadru ; 
(tsail)=caula ‘rice’ ; (doil)=doula ‘formation’. 

l The dialect of the Alapsing Pargana has absorbed some distinctive 
features of the dialect of the neighbouring Bhowal Pargana of Dacca. 
In the North-East of the district of Mymensingh, a mongrel form of 
East Bengal dialect is spoken by the hill tribes, (generally Bodo, Hazang, — 
Garo etc., forming a branch .of the Tibeto-Burman dialects) (Grierson, 
Linguistic Survey of Indias Vol. V, p. 209]: The dialect of Susang 
pargana being considerably influenced by that. of the neighbouring hill 
tribes at the foot of the Garo hills has also absorbed some peculiar forms 
and expressions with a slight change of stress and intonation. The dialect 
of Netrakona closely resembles that of West Sunamganj. The dialects of 
Kishorganj, Brahmanbaria subdivision of Tipperali, Habiganj subdivision 
of Sylhet and the MaheSvardi pargana of Dacca have maintained a 
remarkable uniformity in Phonetics, Phonology, Morphology and Syntax. 
This, infact,-is the most important dialect-group. Practically speaking, 
this linguistic unity may be said tō have been in existence from the very 
earliest times. There is even now rather a close social intercourse among 
the inhabitants of East Mymensingh, Sylhet, Tipperah and Maheévardi 
pargana. The district of Tipperah again is the centre of the dialect- 
group of East Bengal. In the North and North-East, it is affected by 
the dialect of Sylhet. In the North-West and West, it comes in contact 
with the dialects of Mymensingh and Dacca. In the South, it shades off 
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into the sister dialect of Noakhali. The dialect of Tipperah has also been 
influenced by the Tibeto-Burman languages of the neighbouring Tripura 
district. e 


In South-Eastern Vanga (i.e. Noakhali-Chittagong) some ` peculiar 
phonetic and morphological characteristics have developed which are 
foreign to other parts of the dialectal area of East Bengal. As for 
instance, initial or medial K, p have been spirantized to (x, f); and f 
again has been reduced to h. Single interyocal stops: and aspirates 
-have been elided on a large scale just like Maharastri Prakrit. A great 
deal of these phonetic phenomena might be of ethnic basis. The dialect 
of Kachar has been profoundly influenced by that of Noakhali. 


In the border districts of thè Delta, (i.e. South Faridpur, West 
Khulna and West Jessore) the forms and idioms of Radha and Vanga 
intermingled. The dialect of South Faridpur has got many points 
common with that of the contiguous ‘Jessore district. The dialect of 
Vikrampur in Dacca closely resembles that of Faridpur. The dialect of 
Barisal showing some typical forms of expression with different gram- 
matical forms and intonation has affinities, to some degree, with that of 
the Bagerhat subdivision of Khulna district. The dialect of Khulna 
has also great linguistic hold on the neighbouring Sunderban area. ~ 


The lower class people of East Bengal area such as Kaibartas, 
Jhalas, Malas, Bhtimalis, Namasudras have a few caste peculiarities 
in their speech. Their articulation is very indistinct, and sometimes 
it becomes practically impossible to understand or: grasp the meaning 
-of what they speak. For this reason, the’ words are difficult to be 
written down properly and adequately. Now, with the rapid in 
crease of the Muhammadan population in the districts, quite a _ 
number of Perso-Arabic words are coming into use in the everyday 
speech of the people. Some Muhammadans have now settled: down 
in the district of Nāogāon and -other interior parts of Assam, and in 
this way the North-East Bengal speech may be said to be penetrating there. 


A kind of modified Devanagri script called Sythet Nagri is used 
by the local Muhammadans in Sythet. This is thought as due to the- 
influence of the early proselytising Muhammadan settlers in Sylhet, 
who came from upper Gangetie valley, and they continued to use 
the Devanagri script. (See Vaigiya Sahitya Parisat Patrik, 1315, 
No 4, ‘silet Nagri’ by Padmanatha Sarma.) 


Before concluding, we- may observe that asin the case of other 
dialects, there should be a. supply of good texts in the shape of 
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folk-tales, legends, popular poetry, and proverbs, besides collections 
of dialectal words for a proper. study of the speech of East Bengal. 
Dr. Dinesh Chandra Sen and Sri Chandra Kumar De have enriched 
the literature of Bengal by discovering and publishing the well-known 
Mymensingh and East Bengal Ballads. But the dialects of these 
Ballads are not the actual spoken ‘patois’, but rather a literary form 
with copious intermixture of different dialects of East Bengal. Still, 
they show a surprisingly large number of old forms and words. 
The dialectal words and proverbs of several East. Bengal districts 
have been collected in the different issues of the Vangiya Sahitya 
Parisat Patrika. 


Sri Daksina Ranjan Mitra- Majumdar has embodied some 
interesting stories in the books named ‘Thakurdadar jhuli’ and Thakurmar- 
jhuli’ in which we find not a bad glimpse of the dialectal varieties 
of East Bengal. We also find some dialectal forms and words in the 
Padmapuranas’ written by Narayana Dev and Vijaya, Gupta. Similar 
other works are now lying scattered here and there in the remote 
corners of the villages of Mymensingh, Dacca, Tipperah, Faridpur and | 
Sylhet, and’ when these will be collected, they will reveal, among 
other things, many interesting facts relating to’ the settlement of 
the villages in the early times by immigrants from other parts of 
Bengal. Such works will particularly help us to make a better and 
fuller study of the dialects under consideration. Suitable standard 
Bengali works translated into the colloquial language would also be 
of immense help for a proper study of the dialects of East Bengal. 
These points will, therefore, be of utmost importance both from the 
literary and linguistic standpoints. 


REFEREN CES 


1. The district is said to be called after the name of the Pargana ‘Maiman-singh,’ 
which was in the possession of Momin Shah during the reign of Akbar. Some 
are of opinion that the name of the district is associated with that of Momin ` 
Shah, which is Phonologically in-admissable. Besides, there are various sugges- 
tions now advanced as to the origin of this name, none of which seems plau- 
sible. The names of the two parganas “Maimansimha”’ and “‘Alapsitaha” 
would appear to be derived from the names of local Jand-lords or chiefs, who 
might possibly belong to some North-Indian Rajput family, established in this 
part during the Koch or Mughal times. We havea similar “Fateh-Sithha” 
Pargana in Murshidabad. 
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“Alap-Simha” and “Maiman-Sithha” would be quite good names of true 
Rajputs or people claimtng Ksatriya descents. Professor S, K, Chatterji 
suggests that the name “Mayamana” may be Sanskrit Madamatta (=Prakrit 
- Mayamatta> Mayamanta> Mayamana) meaning an elephant in rut, a fighting 
. elephant. (cf. the names Gaja-Simha, HathI-Simha, Sardal-Sirhha). We also 
find a name Mayagala-Simmha=Madagala Sithha, which features in the Rima- 
Carita of Syndhya Kar Nandi (Eleventh Century). 


2.’ Some are of opinion that as the name Pragiyotisa (i.e. Kamartipa) is found in 
Ramayana and the Mahabharata and also in some otherPuranas (i.e. Harivarhsa 
and Visnu-Purina), North-East- Bengal (including Sylhet) was the seat of 
“Aryan Culture from the very earliest times. The names of the earliest kings - 
of this province Naraka, Bhagadatta and Vajradatta are found in these sacred 
books as wellas in the Copper-plate inscriptions of Kamaripa, Tejpur, 
Nofgaon and Pafica-khanda (i.e. Sylhet) 


(See, preface “Kamartipa Sasanavali” by Padmanatha Bhattacharya). Gait in 
his history of Assam (p. 15) remarked—“Naraka and Bhagadatia were real 

"and exceptionally powerful kings and probably included in their dominions the 
greater part of modern Assam and Bengal East of the Karotoya.” But 
. there are no means to judge-whether the names of Bhagadatta and Naraka 
were mythological or Pseudo-historical, as the facts regarding the earliest kings 
of this province are quite irrelevant and in consistent. Even if it be admitted 
‘that these Kings were historycal, still the nature of their deeds does. not 
warrant anything which might be taken as a true justification of their Aryan 
culture and learning. It must be borne in mind that most provinces of India 
would ‘like to link its ancient history with . the Mahdbharatha war and 
Kamariipa is no exception. i : 


The oldest dynasty is consequently believed to be that of Bhagadatta who took 

‘part in the Mahabharatha battle and was killed by Bhima. But this is all 
. mythological religion and the real history of East Bengal and Kamariipa can 
only be said to be common with the acceptance of the Aryan tongue, which 
must have been very fate. 


In this connection, the remark of F. A. Sachse should not be left unnoticed of, 
as he writes in the Mymensingh Gazetteer (p. 22), “At the time of Mahabharata 
Mymensingh formed part of Pragjyotish. which 3000 years later in Buddhistic 
times was known as Kamrup.” But no serious scholar of ancient Indian history 
would take any serious note of the above date. The tradition for aught we 
know appears to have originated, after the Pauranic stories had obtained some 
currency among the masses, and the learned men attemped'to create an early 
history of the tract under consideration, by linking it up with the Mahabharata. 
and the Pauranic traditions’ ; 
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CONTRASTIVE ANALYSIS : A TOOL FOR 
PRONUNCIATION TEACHING 
P. C. PAUL 


While teaching the pronunciation of a foreign language to speakers of 
of other languages, contrastive or differential analysis has very often been 
used by teachers and linguists asa valuable tool. They have found by 
experience that itis possible, and sometimes necessary, to compare and 
contrast two phoriological systems for predicting the difficulties which 
speakers of one language will encounter while trying to speak the other. 
To teach (and learn) a foreign language well and as a whole, such | 
comparison (or contrast, for that matter) can and should be made — 
- ‘systematically in respect of the, syntactical, lexical and grammatical 
patterns of the languages concerned. But a comparison of their sound 
systems, that is, the phonological patterns, is what one finds very useful 
when the aim is just pronunciation teaching (and learning). It is however 
impossible that a foreign language can be taught or learnt by keeping its 
component parts, namely its syntax, lexis, grammar and phonology into 
watertight compartments. A language, it is needless to say, is all of a 
piece and as such it cannot be mastered in isolated fragments. Contras- 


tive or. differential analysis of the disparate pars of a language are under- 
taken for convenience only. 


What is contrastive analysis ? To state it briefly in Anderson’s 
words, it means “the -process by which a linguist systematically compares 
the features of a student’s native language with the features of the 
language he is trying to learn.”* The theory and: technique of contrastive 
analysis, it may be recalled, were first formulated by Charles C. Fries of 
Michigan Uneversity. According to Fries, foreign language teaching can 
be most efficiently undertaken when teaching materials are “based upon 
‘a scientific des¢ription of the language to be learned, carefully compared 
with a parallel description of the native languege of the learner.”? This 
idea of Fries was subsequently developed by other linguists, but chiefly by 


Robert Lado who described .its theory more explicitly. Lado tersely says 
in this connexion : ` 


Those elements that are similar to the (learner’s) native language 


will be simple for a and those that are different will- be 
difficult. 3 
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The fundamental assumptions of contrastive analysis can be stated 
as follows : 


i) The major cause of difficulty and error in foreign language 
learning is interference coming from the learner’s native 
language. 


ii) The‘difficulties occur chiefly due to the differences between the 
two language systems. : 


iii) The greater these differences are the more acuté the learning 

' difficulties will be. ; 

iv) The results of a comparison between the two languages are 
needed to predict the difficulties and errors which will occur in- 
learning the foreign language. 


Contrastive analysis, even though it was found useful by linguists 
and foreign language teachers, has been attacked by linguists such as 
W. R. Lee, Alexander Baird, R. Wardhough and W. F. Mackey. They 
have expressed their doubts about the utility of contrastive work of any 
kind. In their opinion contrastive analysis is not adequate to predict and 
account for all the potential errors and difficulties, not to speak of their 
types and natures. Further, the pedagogic merits of contrastive analysis 
that one frequently hears about from its supporters, are questioned by 
these linguists. 


Regarding the claim of contrastive analysis that similar items will be 
‘simple and different items difficult, doubts have been expressed by one or 
other of the linguists. W. R. Lee, for example, asserts that ‘“‘where the. 
similarities are great confusion is almost inevitable, but the presence of 
very gteat dissimilarity may indeed help the learner.”* This view is ~ 
supported by Alexander Baird, according to whom “the strange is 
often more readily recognized and realized than the apparently 
similar.’’® 


If the assumptions of Lee and Baird are accepted as valid, then 
there would be: no need to undertake. contrastive studies any more. But 
can these critics adduce concrete evidence in clear objective terms in 
support of their arguments ? Perhaps not, for no linguist can ever hope 
to prove that- “similar” languages cannot be learned easily, whereas 
“dissimilar” languages can be learned without great difficulty. What 
prompted Lee, Baird and others like them to take up an aggressive attitude 
towards contrastive studies was perhaps their intellectual urge to demolish 
the over-enthusiasm of the contrastivists, some of whom were no doubt 
very naive in their assertions; and to that extent their criticism served 
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a useful purpose. But outside that very restricted arca, it suffered from 
a lack of objectivity and introspection. 


It is a-strange thing, for example, to hear that Lee, a native speaker 
of English, managed his Chinese lessons (a dissimilar language) well,. but 
failed to make any progress in his Italian course (a similar language). 
His. so-called success in Chinese and failure in Italian are contrary to 
the common man’s experience when he is placed in a. similar situation. 
Lee’s observation, one suspects, is not. free from a subjective bias ; at 
least there is a strong preconceived notion at the heart of his argument. © 
For it would be difficult for anyoné who is in the profession of language 
teaching to accept Lee's thesis that a learner’s existing language configura- 
tion hinders him in acquiring a language closely related to another 
language he already knows very well. 


‘What ‘Lee and other critics say might be a remote possibility ; but — 
we cannot reject what we see happpening all around us in regard to 
learning a language that is not one’s mother tongue. Do we not see, 
for example, that the Bengalis living in the Assam valley learn spoken 
Assamese (a similar language) with little or no effort? But how many 
Assamese or Bengali speakers living in -Meghalaya or Nagaland or 
Mizoram can pick up the tribal languages of these areas which are very 
unlike their own, even with considerable effort? Not many, I believe. 
The conclusion, therefore, is that a similar language comes easily, 
whereas a dissimilar language creates difficulties. This is no doubta 
layman’s conclusion ; it isa plain and commonly observed fact which 
hardly calls for a linguist’s special insight or theorizing to improve 
upon it. One of the basic assumptions of contrastive analysis will thus 
stand valid by an acceptance of this conclusion. 


It appears that there is more substance in Lee’s argument that 
“native-language interference cannot be the sole cause of difficulty’.® 
But the interference from the mother tongue, the contrastive analyst 
will assert at once, is one source of difficulty but it is ceriainly not the 
only one. Asa matter of fact, there are other sources of difficulty in 
a very real sense. Who can, for example, rule out the facts of interference 
from such important factors ‘as the environment: of learning, the age 


and motivation of the learner, his previous, “‘mis-learning’, as also the 
teaching methods applied and instructional materials used in the class- 


room? But their presence does’ not. invalidate constrastive studies ; 


the problems they create in foreign language learning call for solutions 
at other levels altogether. 
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There are other criticisms too, for instance, those made by 
Wardhough’ who thinks that there is no linguistic justification for 
presenting contrastive phonological data as a justification’ of ‘same’ or 


‘similar’ phonemes of two languages. Mackey goes a step. further when 
he remarks : : S 


“What is the use of predicting ‘mistake already heard? Since 
anyone who has taught a language can predict from 
experience the sort of mistakes his students are like to make 
a posteriori, is he any the- wiser for-a priori and less reliable 
prediction which the peau makas on the basis of 
differential analysis ?”3 l 


Now about these views we ‘feel’ that ` Hings are perhaps not as 
simple as that. It is difficult, if not impossiblé, to say that “anyone 
(Italics ours) who has tauglit a language” can predict all his students’ 
mistakes and difficulties. Such insightful foreign language teachers are 
scarce in real life. A good linguistic and pedagogic training (this need 
not be formal always), an awareness of the language contact situation 
and the problems arising therefrom, the power of keen observation and 
insight—all these are éssential to predict the difficulties of mastering the 
pronunciation of a foreign language. All foreign language teachers, it 
may be safely assumed, are not éxpert enough. to understand, let -aloné 
undertake, a linguistic or phonological comparison of the mother ‘tongue 
and the. target language by themselves. They genuinely need a linguist’s 
help in the form of contrastive data, for more often than not they have 
not enough time or ability or training to do the contrastive- study of the 
phonologies concerned.. In the English language teaching sitution of our 
country the need for such data can hardly be overemphasized. 


It would, however, be wrong to. assume that the description and 
analysis of the phonological systems of the learner’s mother tongue and 
the target language will solve all problems of pronunciation learning. The 
contrastiye data, or anything else for that matter, cannot be considered a 
panacea for allills. ‘‘Contrastive analysis” is not a magic phrase or an` 
open sesame that would solve teachers’ and learners’. problems. of 
pronunciation instantly. Those who believe in such miracles are likely to 

_experience frustration when their expected results remain unfulfilled. 


Again, the blind application of the contrastive analysis techniques 
can prove a disaster. A language learning process, particularly a second | 
language learning proccss, has too many variables to be tackled mechani- 
cally or superficially. Although most learners’ difficulties are common 
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and have a pattern dictated by the pull of the mother tongue phonology, 
certainly aJl of them will not make exactly the same mistakes in the target 
language pronunciation. All students in the class may not have the same 
or similar mistakes and difficulties, but their difierences are attributable to 
such extra-lingustic factors as the home and social environments, relative 
intelligence of the learners, wrong habits acquired previously et cetra. 
There might further be what Baird® rightly calls the presence of “a 
psychological barrier” between the speech sounds of -the native tongue 
and the foreign language. For example, the pronunciation of English, 
from the Indian point of view, is marked by “strange and outlandish 
sounds” produced with “violently eccentric facial contortions.” It is 
believed that Indians have different “conventions governing modes of 
speaking or of movement of the mouth and lips.” 


Mackey’s'® contention that “collecting and classifying the mistakes 
which the learners make” is considerably better than contrastive analysis, 
will hardly enlighten teachers and linguists, for they have been doing 
this job all along unsuccessfully. ‘Common errors” or an analysis of 
common errors which Mackey and some others want the teachers to go 
by, are, generally speaking, intuitive exercises. There is no formal 
linguistic theory to support them. Since they seem to appear to be 
mostly ad hoc and improvised - -measures, they are idea not more 
reliable than contrastive data. . 


Finally, it should be realised that contrastive analysis is only a basic 
tool and a technique. It is a means to anend, not anend in itself. 
Information derived from contrastive analysis can be useful in locating 
and identifying areas of inter-language interference as well as the potential 
sources of error. Contrastive data are not self-applying ; they are to be 
used by teachers with discretion and common sense. Contrastive analysis 
does not constitute a remedy for all problems of pronunciation teaching 
‘and learning. Its sole aim is to alert the student about the potential 
trouble-spots, so that he may practise his foreign language speech with 
awareness and concentration, and monitor his own production with 
watchfulness ‘until he finds himself producing the target language forms 
with ease and accuacy. 
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TRAINING OF THE INDIAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE 
' | SYAMAL KUMAR RAY 


The determination of training goals should be essentially related to 
the ptinciple of socialism as embodied in the Indian Constitution. In 
Britain where, like India, general intellectual abilities are given preference 
to specialized knowledge in the higher civil servants, the Assheton 
Committee! laid down two conditions of training. On the one hand, it 
emphasized the need ‘of technical training to enable the civil servant to do 
his job with scientific precision and clarity. In the second place, it laid 
émphasis on ‘the need to develop resistance to the danger of the civil 
servant becoming mechanized by the machine.’ Indeed the most vital 
impact of developmental administration in the field of civil service training 
has been the growing realisation of the need -for technical education, 
research and man power planning. 


In recent decades, science and technology have made decisive 
‘strides. For instance, the computer has transformed decision-making 
techniques and processes and has been one of the most vital and reliable 
components of modern management information system. With the 
growing pace of socialism Public Enterprises are increasing. These 
undertakings too have had to usé computers and other modern aids in 
order to increase efficiency and production. Since the I. A. S. officers 
are very often placed in the managerial positions in’ the public under- 
‘takings, it is necessary for them to have some knowledge about these 
modern developments in science and technology. 


The August ’66 and March °69 Drafts of the Fourth Five Year Plan 
identified the training objectives ina socialist state. These two Drafts 
taken together have brought home two necessary. conditions for civil 
service training. First, the identification of training needs is linked up 
with the rate of economic development envisaged in the Five-Year Plans. 
For this reason, the training-need projections have a close relation with 
perspective planning, the identification process has to lean on the man- 
‘power surveys and the factor of turnover rate in the public employment. 
Secondly, there.is a growing need for suitable in-service training and 
refresher courses. On the job training must be suitably combined with 
institutional training. Without the help of the modern sophisticated 
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machines, we will never be able to deliver the goods and to reach our 
final goal, i.e. socialism. 

All these imply that the I. A. S. must be the instrument of inno- 
vation and change. The members of the I. A. S. are always looked upon 
as a lever for social and political reform. India, inspite of her political 
unity badly requires emotional integration and the I. A. S. are expected 
to fight grimly against. the forces of sectarianism, provincialism, linguism 
and parochialism. So the inculcation of a common national outlook 
should be the aim of training. 

In paragraph 22.16, the March 1969 Draft of the Fourth Pian made 
a case for training in methods and techniques of economic planning. It 
‘laid down, “The object of this scheme is to provide knowledge and skills 
‘of advanced techniques in the general area of economic planning and 
‘investment planning.” At the same time it put light on the role of 
trainin g to provide right attitudes to the higher civil servants. 


‘>The antiquated idea—a legacy of the colonial days—that admi- 
nistration was concerned only with “maintenance of order and collection of, 
revenues will have to be given up. The administrators are now vehicles 
of social change and economic reconstruction. But as Govind Narain 
once pointed out, “Traditionally administrators have a natural 
inclination. towards holding onto the familiar ways. Any new ideas 
put across in an atmosphere’ like this -arẹ almost doomed to be. 
summarily rejected.”? Even to-day, two-decades of independence have 
not ‘been able to shed ‘still collars’ and. ‘stiffer necks’ in the I. A. S. 
A young man who had just joined a Government office was asked one day 
„to write some comments upon a file. Not yet conversant with the official 
procedure, he began his comments thus ‘I think «..? The next day he 
was pulled up short by his I. A. S. boss “when you write a comment you 
must start by saying ‘I beg to bring to your notice, you cannot say 
I think.’ The young man was unconvinced—‘why cannot I say I think ? 
— Because as a junior man you cannot think. As long as you are in the 
Secretatiat you are not allowed to think”—such was the reply. The 
higher civil servants have built a world of their own and this world is far 
off from the life of the masses. They have invented a new elite culture, a 
new tongue, a new pattern of life for their own which resemble their past 
‘traditions but which are definitely anti- -people in nature. So our problem 
in India is a problem of social integration of the higher civil servants. 
The most important. goal of civil service training in India to-day is the 
change of the attitides of the I. A.S. officers who are placed in vital 
positions of socialist planning. 
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- So human relations have become an important factor in the field of 
training. The I. A. S. officers have particular need to cultivate assi- 
duously the art of improving human relations, becuase they are now to 
function in a socialist democracy that is based on -dignity of human 
personality: The important goals of human relations are to: get people 
(a) to co-operate, (b) to produce and (c) -to gain satisfaction from the 
work. These goals can be achieved only when the higher civil servants 
share the total culture of the organisation and conceptualise the whole, 
to see the relationships of fragmented - parts to the main objectives and 
goals of the whole organisation. It is important, therefore, to have a 
proper system of career planning in all the services so that the future 
administrative leaders should bė given the training of integrated command 
during their middle careers, when they have an opportunity of acquiring 
integral-mindedness, of understanding the relevance of different skills to 
the total operatians, and of sharing decisions of risk-taking and growth 

. atthe top. The civil servant, be he a Collector in a District or a Joint 
Secretary or even a -Secretary,- must be trained to understand ‘clearly 
the human content behind every ‘file.”.The A. R. C. Study Team laid 
down, “All Civil Servants who come into contact with the public need 
to be given a course in public relations.”* So training in public relations 
or human relations is a basic condition of civil service training. - 


Now that the objectives of I. A. S. training are made clear, the next 
question arises as to the methods of training which are best suited to 
achieve these objectives. The first important thing is that the methods 
applied must have a direct relation with the future appoinment of the 
officer. The U.N. Technical Assistance Administration has considered 
it ‘as the essence of the entire problem of training. The secorid important 
thing is that training must be continuous. But how many years of the 
I. A. S. officer’s career-span should’ be deveoted ‘to training? The 
suggestion of the U. N. Team for assigning 10 p.c. of the total working 
career is asound one and if this span of time is spread so as to cover 
the early two-thirds of the serving time, the prospects of having sound 
results are brighter. The I. A. S. officer may start with an institutional 

- training of six months, followed by one year in the field and again another 
six months in the Institute. After six or seven years of service, in his early 
thirties, he should have an institutional orientation or refresher course 
for a period ‘of ten to twelve weeks. If at this stage the performance and 
aptitude of a certain civil servent displays proneness toa particular field 
or expertise, he may be deputed for a higher specialised course for a year 
or so either on study leave or on-duty in the interest of government service. 
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He should again go through a higher management training after another 
ten to twelve years of service in the early forties for a period of three or 
four months. The Rajasthan State Committee on Training® has divided 
post-entry training into four parts (a) First Referesher Course at the 
age of 30 to 35 years, (b) A Middle Management Course just before the 
age of 40, (c) Second Refresher Course between the age of 40 and 45 
years, (d) Higher Management Course for selected few. The duration 
of all these courses should normally be four weeks. 


So LA.S. training can be divided into two categories—Pre-entry 
training and Post-entry training. Pre-entry training should be of a 
sandwich pattern as recommended by the A.R.C. Study Team of Recruit- 
ment, Selection, U.P.S.C./State PSCs & Training®—i.e., one year field 
training sandwiched between two spells of institutional training. Post- 
entry training can be divided into three parts :—(a) on the job training for 
the first one year of service, (b) Refresher Courses at an à Institute and 
c) Higher-Management Courses. 


Tbe Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration, 
Mussoorie, conducts the course for pre-service training for the LA.S, Under 
the present revised system’ the duration of the course is two years. For 
the first four months the I.A.S. probationers are to undergo both founda- 
tional and professional courses simultaneously. After this they have 
another five months of professional training. During this period the 
attachment with military units in forward areas and ‘Bharat Darshan’ take 
place. Then the probationers are sent to their respective states for field 
and secretariat training for one year. This practical training is again 
followed by the second spell of institutional training at the Academy which 
_ lasts for three months. In the official version of the Academy,® the J.A.S. 
.Professional Course seeks to equip the officers with high ethical, profes- 

sional.and performance standards for their role as administrator of districts 
and development plans and for higher responsible positions. This course 
also seeks to provide managerial and programme orientation needed in 
, achieving goals. l 
_A glance at the detailed topics-lists in different subjects taught in the 
foundational course impels one to wonder—how is it physically possible 
to teach all these subjects to the probationers in such a short time. What 
is necessary is just to give a basic idea regarding political, economic, and 
-social infra-structures. Both the selection of the topics and the method 
of teaching must be purposeful, the purpose being socialist reconstruction 
of the country. Keeping this in view some of the more technical topics 
in Public Administration as Systems Analysis, Operations Research, O and 
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M study, PERT, Performance Evaluation, Performance—Budgeting may 
be dropped from the syllabus of the foundational course. A bit more 
attention is to be given on ‘Socialism—the theory, history, different forms, 
the infra-structure, the progress achieved and the difficulties to be over- 
come, the nature of the resistance—centres within the society and the 
response of the various social groups to socialist transformation. More- 
over, there may be a paper on national and International problems. 


Introduction of a- few subjects apart, the second and perhaps the 
more important objective of the foundational course is the development 
of right values and attitudes. Dishonesty, bribery, malpractice, corruption 
in different forms have expanded like cancerous growth eating into the 
vitals of our life. So building up of moral in the officers is the most 
important goal of foundational training. ‘Incidentally, it will be appro- 
priate if in accordance with the Directive Principles of State Policy of 
the Constitution, the trainees are taught to abstain from the intoxicating 
drinks except for medical purposes”.® The trainees should also be made 
sensitive to the standard of living of the overwhelming section of the 
people in the country so that they may not fall victim to ‘luxury-minded- 
ness’ which would distort their sense of values and alienate them from 
the common trend of Indian humanity. The standard and the cost of 
living of the trainees at the Academy do not demonstrate any such 
sensitivity either on the part of the trainers or of the trainees themselves. +° 


As the A.R.C. in its report on Personnel Administration has laid 
down, “The training must include discussions and discourses on moral 
standards and spiritual values.””!! Persons who are respected for their 
moral and spiritual attainments may be periodically invited to give talks. 
It is further desirable to commence each day’s work or to end in the 
evening with a suitable prayer, about the efficiency of which Gandhiji 
said, “Prayer is an unfailing means of cleansing the heart.” If we do not 
misunderstand the ‘secular’ principle, we should feel that religion must’ 
form the core of our living. This is not the religion of a particular 
community, but the religions of all communities, or rather what Tagore 
calls the Religion of Humanity. 

The post-foundational institutional training for the I.A.S. is also 
given at the Academy. While devising the syllabus for- the Professional 
course we are to remember that the administrative system to-day is like 
two separate lines, interacting and interwoven. One is the bureaucratic 
apparatus and the other democratic linked at five tiers—village, block or 
taluk, district, state and the centre. The effectiveness of developmental 
work depends on a successful co-ordination and synthesis of these and 
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their linkages. Taking the above factors into account, the chiéf-compo- 
nents of district administration are :—law and order, land revenue and 
taxes, development. particularly in the agricultural sphere, panchayati raj ` 
and local bodies. The subjects in the. professional training’ must ensure 
that the probationers are getting their sound. Rnowiedees about these com- 
ponents of District Administration. ae 

The present syllabus includes evaluation, organisation and structure of 
the District Administrati on, land revenue administration, along with land 
reforms, and land acquisition, panchayati raj and municipal administra- 
tion. But it seems to be inadequate in two respects. : It does not make 
any room for sociology and particularly rural sociology. Secondly, some 
theoretical knowledge about the more. technical things as perspective 
planning, cost-benefit analysis, linear programming, the scientific’ dis- 
coveries in the field of. agricultural development etc. should be provided 
to the trainees. Quite recently the Academy has. arranged to- hold 
courses of lectures on some of these topics in collaboration with the 
Ahmedabad Institute of Management and Jumnalal Bajaj Institute. But 
due to the short spell of time devoted to such lectures they «have failed to 
impress upon the trainees, !? ' 


After the first spell of the course is over the probationers are sent 
to their respective. states for the purpose of field training. In many’ 
states regional institutes of training have been set up .but still the -condi- 
tions ‚of field training are: mostly. deplorable and widely divergent from 
. one state to the other. The objectives of the field training programme — 
` should be four-fold :—(a) Through acquaintance with the land revenue 
system of the state, (b) some knowledge of the administrative aspects of 
development administration in the district with special emphasis on 
agricultural development, (c) some idea about the Judicial and executive 
aspects of district administration. and (d) through familiarization with 
the political culture of the state, starting from panchayati-raj to thé state - 
legislature at the highest level. Every element in the field training 
programme should serve to achieve the above goals. The states must 
prepare a training manual consistent with the Central Manual to be 
prepared by the Trainining. Division. The states which have not yet 
set up training institutes should try to do so immediately, because -these 
institutes may well be a store-house of facts and materials with regard to 
the administration of the state. _ : 

The Administrative Reforms Comeon in its pon on Personnel 
Administration ‘laid down, “This training (on-the-job) however, lacks 
effective supervision. We have been told that, not unoften, the Collectors 
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or District Magistrates to whom the probationers are-attached for the 
larger part of their training in the states are either indifferent. or too 
busy to give them the needed time and attention. ` They also are not 
always senior enough to train the officers.’’?8 


During the British days much more importance used to be attached to 
field training as the vital method of the development of the LCS. officers. 
Of the 19 retired LC.S. officers, who have recorded their reminiscences 
in ‘Civil Service in India’** six have acknowledged the indebtedness of 
their on-the-job training to their superior officers, two have acknowledged 
it both to their superiors and their .subordinates, three have 


acknowledged it only to their, Subordinates one has said categorically: 


that his superior took no interest in him and seven have offered no 
comments. Frank Dunnil once wrote,!5 “It is: often quicker and surer 
to do the job oneself. than to help a subordinate to learn to do it—easier 
to scrap his draft or slash it per i than -to tell him-what is really 
wanted and let him try it again.” is » 


It is thus necessary to create an awareness in the mind ‘of every 
superior that he owes it to his subordinate no less than to the organiza- 
tion he serves, to train him while he goes along doing -his job. This 


point is emphasized by a recent American Study undertaken by a` 


Presidential Task Force On Career Advancement. It says—‘‘Senior Career 
Executives must keep in mind their- responsibility in their day-to-day 
contacts for developing their immediate subordinates, from whom’ must 
come some day their replacements. : Every phone call, every meeting, 
every returned file provides experiences for subordinates which help to 


train them:’.*° For these reasons the A.R.C, in its report on-Personnel: 
Administration recommended, ‘During their training in the’ states LA.S_ 
probationers should be assigned to carefully chosen senior collectors: 


who are known for their interest in training and: whose methods of 
work are considered worthy of emulation”.*? 


The probationers should’ be in constant touch with a tutor at the 


Academy, who should set specific tasks, exercises, and writing of roports 
on particular. problems. The training diaries of the probationer should 
be scrutinised by the collector and then sent tothe tutor of the proba- 
tioner, who may give him such guidance as may be necessary. At present 
the .probationer submits an over-all report of his on-the-job training 
to the Director of the Academy. ‘This contains details of his training, 
his reaction to the methods - of training and his suggestions, if any, for 
improvement. 
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Training during the second spell of professional course is entirely 
problem-oriented and basically of a discussion type and participatory 
in nature. Ample opportunities are provided tọ the probationers to 
purposefully reflect upon the several items of training in the district and 
upon the assignments prepared and information gathered by them. 


The I.A.S. probationers take the Probationers’ Final Examination 
at the end of firstphase of the course. The examination is conducted 
` by the Academy in accordance with The Indian Administrative Service 
` (Probationers’ Final Examination) Regulations 1955, as amended up to 
Ist June, 1972. : The problem of language has been solved by requiring 
each probationers to go through an examination in the regional language 
of the state to which he is allotted and Hindi. The Academy takes 
care of the physical qualities of the probationers. Physical training is 
provided early in the morning and wide arrangements have been made 
for various indoor and outdoor games. Besides these the Academy 
takes special care for the development of social nature of the probationer 
by setting up a wide network of societies —Officers mess, Officers club, 
Fine Arts Association, Film Society, Rife club etc. 


The exigencies of a developing dynamic administration are such 
that they réquire a continuous change and development in the ideas and 
temperament of the administrator. Hence the civil servants require a 
continuous doze ‘of in service training or orientation to be periodically 
administered in some formal or informal ways. Refresher training 
courses for all I.A.S. officers should’ cover (a) introduction to concepts 
and tools of management with special emphasis on mathematical aids, 
staff organisation and control and co- -ordination needs and devices, 
(b) the machinery of the Government of India and its procedure of 
work, (c) relations between Paliament, Ministers and civil servants, 
(d) Five-year Plans, (e) systems, procedures and rules of financial 
management and personnel administration at the centre, (f) techni- 
ques of programme planning and review, and (g) some practical 
exercises in correspondence handling, writing reports and policy 
memoranda. The Deputy ` Secretaries in substantive-work divisions 
dealing with developmental work will have to shoulder the responsibility 
for programme. planning, co-ordination and review in an’ area or 
sub-sector of administrative activity. The main forms of middie- 
management training should, therefore, be to’ -develop knowledge, 
abilities and skills which will enable the administrators to mobilise 
resources (organisation, men and materials) to achieve effectively certain 
policy or programme goals/sub-goals. Training required for middle 
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level management should, we feel have the following three broad 
elements—(a) training in head quarters work, (b) special courses in each 
specialisation, (c) sub-area specialisation training. ' 

The Administrative Reforms Commission in its report on Personnel 
Administration has suggested eight types. of specialisation for a senior 
LAS. officer?®. These are—(a) Economic, (b) Industrial, (c) Defence, 
(d) Agricultural, and Rural, (e) Social Educational, (f) Financial, 
(g) Personnel and (h) Planning. In this regard Indian Administration 
can draw lessons from the French Administration. The administration 
in France is sub-divided into four main branches—foreign service, general 
administration, economic admistration and social administration. | 


Public Administration is now gradually assuming the dimensions 
of a science. In a technological commercial civilzation administrative 
issues are becoming highly involved. Their intricacies cannot be 
adequately resolved by the generalist administrators. The old antiquated 
Trevelyan-Northcote-Macaulay philosophy does not suit the problems 
of our age and so it should be given up. Administration is now to be 
viewed and studied as an antonomons branch of specialised investigation. 
In Germany and Austria under, the impact of cameralism administration 
and finance were pursued as specialised studies for the public servants. 
At the National School of Administration in Paris recruits are taken 
from both the services and Universities (or schools) and are required to 
purpose specialised studies for- four years. At the littaur centre of 
Harvard University also intensive studies on Public Administration for 
the civil servants are carried on. 


So on the one hand, administration has become a highly complicated 
offair, on the other, the civil servants are required to specialize in one 
branch or the other of administration. Operations Research, Games 
theory, cybernetics, administrave law, financial administration, statistics 
etc. are indications pointing out the growingly complicated character of 
the science of public administration and they indirectly bring out the 
utter inadequacy of that philosophy which considered classical liberal 
training as the only pre-requisite of an administrator. With the in 
creasing dependence of development administration on science and 
technology : the I.A.S. officers must train themselves to be specialist in 
the different sub-fields of administration. 

After mid-career management training, there is the need for develo- 
ping personnel for senior management positions. The A.R.C. in its 
report on Personnel Administration divided senior management training 
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into two parts.1? (A) A general study and orientation supplemented 
by group discussions, seminars, and syndicates with the object of : l 

(a) enlarging the ability to examine a problem realistically in the 
broader context of the national goals, Five-Year plans and inter-relation- 
ships between the community and the Government, arid (b) increasing 
the capacity for co-ordinating diverse programmes into an integrated 
whate, developing controls and information systems for alerting ministers 
and senior officers to impending problems and initiating new programmes. 


(B) Specific studies of a set of policy problems or. a detailed study 
. of the entire-policy-making process in a segment or area of administrative 
activity. With a view to widening and deepening the -understanding of 
the policy-making process. The ` purpose of this study should be to 
develop the capacity to distil and integrate the past expérience of the 
officers into meaningful learning by analysing what policies, programmes 
and techniques worked well or badly and why, and how new concepts, 
tools and insights could help to remove the existing drawbacks and 
deficiencies. ; 

So senior management training should be largely oriented towards 
policy-making, programme-planning and review and problem solving. 
` Part (A) of this programme may be arranged with the assistance of the 
Institute of public Administration, New Delhi, Administrative staff college, 
Hyderabad and Academy, Mussoorie. Part (B) may be arranged in other 
_ places like the Institutes of Management, Ahmedabad and Calcutta, the 
Institute of Economic Growth etc. The University have a firm intellectual 
base. This makes University ideal place for training in greater depath, for 
comprehension and propagation of wider social goals. In the United 
States, for instance. the Universites have equipped themselves for playing 
a very useful role in eaducation and training of ‘civil’servants. But this 
-healthy rapport between. the Government and’ the ee is, however, 
missing in India. © . 

It is heartening to note ‘that a number of programmes of refresher 
training have come up in the last five or six years. During-#1969-74 the 
National Academy organised refresher courses on economic decision- 
making and modern aids to administration. It also conducts, from time 
to time, specific purpose courses organised- on the requests of specific ` 
ministries, departments or Government. These courses are organised in 
a certain functional area and are problem-oriented. .The administrative 
Staff College conducts a ten week’s programme for senior executives of. 
both public and private sectors, as also special courses on selected manage-. 
ment problems. The Indian Institute of Public Administration, New 
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Delhi, during the last few years, organised several executive development 
programmes for government officials, both of the centre ahd of the states. 
But many of the states are not taking active interest in the training 
programmes. 


One we have discussed the different periods of training programmes 
- in the career of a civil servant, the next important question is with regard 
to the methods of training. The first method -is the lecture-method and 
talk by guest-speakers. At the Academy a certain number of topics are 
covered every year by the visiting lectures drawn from various sources. 
Then: there is the method of teaching by conferences, seminars and group 
discussions. The third and the most widely used method at the Academy 
is the Syndicate method of study. ‘It is a specialised form of group 
discussion combined with individual assignments” which are collated, 
discussed by the groups, a report prepared and presented to the general 
assembly. of all trainees. It is astudy in depth of practical problems 
and seeks to integrate theoretical perspectives with practical 
solutions. This method is based on the system followed at the 
Administrative Staff College at Henley-on-Thames in England. 
It is used in Japan in combination with the lecture-method in the 
administrative training course run by the Institute of Public Administration 
under the administrative control of the National Personnel Authority. 
It is also used in the advanced course given at the Australian Administra- 
tive Staff College for preparing senior administrators. In the Phillipines 
a modified form of the syndicate method, namely, senate-group executive 
panel discussion, supplemented by a seminar in plenary session, is used 
in the senior training programme of the Executive Academy. A variant 
of the syndicate method known as research syndicates is used in the 
advanced management courses organised by the National Institute of 
Pakistan. The emphasis in all these syndicates is on acquainting the 
participants with research methodology and group collaboration technique. 
The fourth is the case-study method. It attempts: to give a holistic 
view of social phenomenon along with an analysis of the inter-relatedness 
of various factors operating in the process which is both complex and 
dynamic. The Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, uses cases 
for 80 p.c. of its courses. The National Academy now started using 
this method in a limited way. In the administrative training courses in 
Japan, Pakistan and Phillipines and in the National Institute of Develop- 
ment Administration in Thailand this method is used on a wide scale: In 
Japan the National Iranian Oil Company in collaboration with the 
Industrial Management Institute offers short-term courses and this 
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Institute is engaged in preparing case-studies and using them in training 
programmes. The fifth method is the role-play exercises, management 
games and simultation. Role play is the enactment of a real life situation 
in the controlled environment of a training institute with a view to enable 
the trainees to perceive the importance of feelings and attitudes in. 
administrative situations. There are many concrete advantages of ‘games’ 
and ‘simulations’—(a) The trainee is active , throughout, participating and 
interacting with other trainees and the training process- operates ata 
much higher efficiency level. (b} Time can: be compressed. A sequence 
of real-life events that would require -months can be simultated in minutes 
or hours thus accelerating training. (c) ‘Fleed-back’ is immediate. 
(d) Receptivity to new ideas and to attitude changes is greatest when 
the trainee has a high degree of personal involvement. The Academy 
has started using role-playing and simultation as an effective method of 
providing professional training to the 1.A.S. probationers. Kes 

In this context reference may be made to T-group or sensitivity 
training which is new to the countries of East and South Asia, but on 
which a start has been made in India during the last three or four years. 
This is a specialised training in perception of one’s role and role of others 
in a group process and thereby-gain first-hand experience of knowledge of 
group dynamics. At the Small Industries Extension Training Institute 
at Hyderabad T-Group training is supplemented by skill and concept 
sessions. This technique of sensitivity training was profitably uséd in 
the training of federal employees in the United States during 1960-65. 
This method of training, when handed by skilled practitioners, can assist 
maladjusted administrators in arriving at a more accurate perception of ` 
their personality short-comings. This T-Group : sensitivity training 
method is not introduced at the Academy. and there are numerous — 
difficulties in its introduction in the professional course for the I.A.S. 
probationers. Instead the Academy is now engaged in making experi- 
ments with some other modern methods like ‘In-basket exercises’, ‘brain- 
storming sessions’, ‘telephone-ring sessions’, ‘microlab’, and mock trials etc. 


The mere adoption of these western methods is meaningless, what is 
urgent is to see that they are related to our national goals. So we are to 
make the whole system as realistic and as action—oriented as possible. 
In this connection it is interesting to note what the trainees themselves 
‘think of their training programmes and methods. Two emprical studies 

-may be referred to in this connection. The first is attempted by Bhambhri 
in his book ‘Administractor in a changing society.”?° The question regard- 
ing the training at the Academy were put to such I. A. S. probationers 
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who had undergone both the first spell of. theoretical training and 
the one-year field training at the States. Two things are very clear from 
this study.” In the first place, many of them feel that the syllabus and 
training methods should be more practice-oriented. 30 p. c. of the 
respondents insisted that their training programme is theory—oriented, 
47.5 p. c. wanted to put more emphasis on practical aspects of administra- 
tion, 17.5 p.c. suggested to make the programme more case-study— 
oriented. In the second place, it appears that the teaching of modern 
methods of management and organizational techniques taught at the 
Academy has failed to create much impression among the probationers. 
Out of 150 respondents only 13 are sure of its good results, 23 hope to 
use them if the opportunity comes and 28 want to apply their initiative 
to put them to use. But the rest—86 respondents are either emphatic in 
the denial of the value of the methods, or have not understood fully or 
unable to use them in future. job. 


A second empirical study has been made by Kuldeep Mathur on 
‘Training and Attitudinal change.’?! The survey sample contains about 
an equal groups of trained and untrained officers and the comparison is 
made between these two groups. The analysis leads us to the conclusion 
that there is no vital difference in the attitudes of the trained and 
untrained officers. So training as such has made but little impact on the 
outlook and cousequently on the  Retevone rae of the officers 


concerned. 


So the entire training system should be more realistic and purpose- 
oriented. One way to make itso isto pickup problems from the real 
situation that obtains in the administrative field for discussions in the 
syndicate, conference and group discussions and to reduce emphasis on 
lecture-method of teaching. The other way is to associate the masses 
aid their elected representatives with the training institutes, which should 
arrange for bringing together the ‘subjects’ or ‘victims’ of administration. 
In fact, the training institutes should organise programmes to obtain the 
necessary feed-back from the community with a view to spot-lighting 
administrative drawbacks. 


The necessity of making the gourses more pragmatic and action— 
oriented is not only restricted to the I. A. S. probationers, it also holds 
for the in-service training courses. To achive this end a regular system 
of preformance evaluation and training follow-up are necessary. The 
Training and Development Handbook of the American Society for 
Training and Development has laid down four steps, in any scheme of 
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systematic evulation : —Step I—,Reaction’—how well did the trainees 
like the programme ? This can be assessed by serving questionnaires 
and by judging the ievel of interest; eagerness to participate in the courses- 
general alertness, and the, number and quality of question posed. - ‘Step We 

—‘Learning’—-what principles facts and techniques were learnt ?` This 
_is judged through examinations, Step I1I—Behaviour—What changes i in 
the. job-behaviour resulted from the programme ?: Step 1V—Results—what 
‘were the tangible results of the training programme in terms of reduced 
costs, improved quality etc. 


Sometimes the ‘cost-benefit analysis’ is suggested to be the ideal 
method of evaluating the effects of training in material terms. It provides 
the necessary ‘feed-back’ to management about the utilisation of the 
resources allocated to the training function. What is more, such an _ 
analysis enables the adoption of better training strategies in terms of ` 
training techniques, programme-designs, participants selection etc. l 


. Efforts should be made to measure even qualitative phenomena like 


okanpesi in a feelings etc. in quantitative financial: terms as indicated 
below :— . 


Training Input 
F 
Changes in attitudes, values, leaderships, styles etc. 
n ; 


Changes in behaviour 


Changes in on-the-job performance 
l oe R l 
_ Identification of measurable ee indicators 


4 


Financial gains arising out of EEE in pitonan i 


The measurement of training, output on the basis of the ‘pre-and- 
post differences, design’ may not always indicate the true picture, . because 
the changes may be the result of. extraneous influences on. the partici- 
` pants or their organisations. In order to eliminate. this possibility, com-. 
parisons should be made with control groups possessing .comparable 
characteristics like age, education, experience etc and who have not under- 
gone the particular training courses under consideration. . 


i As we are aware the class-structure of the Indian society is still very- 
rigid and the social status and‘ position of the individual is rigidly fixed. 
on the basis of his class.. This status telalionship is deeply entrenched. in 
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the cultural system. It has. been rationalised and adapted to suit the 
needs of stability and cohesion both within bureaucratic and the social 
systems, Thus the status-oriented ‘behaviour an individual imbibes both 
ïn society and in the bureaucratic organization. All the recent studies 
into the social background of the I. A. S. recruits have consisted on the 
unrepresentative character of our higher civil service.?? About 50 to 65 
_ p.c. of these people are drawn from upper middle-class urban-bred families 
who constitute an elite class in society and who represent elite values and 
elite psychology. This elite psychology is-confirmed by the study of 
Subramaniam. More than 67 percent of the J. A. S- recuits in- 1963 
advanced the triple reasons of security pension and prestige for their 
coming over to I. A. S.23 Only 23°5 percent of them have referred to 
idealistic reasons, such as building up a socialist economy. So any attempt 
to change the attitudes of the I. A. S. officers through injection of new 
values by training programmes is not likely to succeed without a corres- 
ponding change in the social, cultural and educational fields. We are. 
‘perhaps prescribing human relations. When social distance is the rule. 
So along with the’ introduction of changes into the training system of the 
Indian Administrative Service, a total transformation of our, social and 
political systems is necessary. The basic goals of training are two in 
number—first, to change the, attitude of the civil servants and second to 
increase their skill, efficiency and technical knowledge. This has been 
recognised by all involved in the training process and the training pro- 
_ grammes are partly geared to meet these goals: Still. there is much more 
to be achieved in this field. G a 
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WORDSWORTH ON IMAGINATION 
JOGESH CHANDRA BHATTACHARYA 


The period of the English Romantic Revival has often been described 
as the age of Wordsworth. ‘Indeed, he was the man who, of all persons, 
contributed most consciously to the new trend of thought and reacted 
against the neo-classic lifelessness. He was, however, no theorist like 
Coleridge. He does not deal with the concept of the Imagination as such. 
Yet, his descriptions of the nature of poetic imagination scattered through- 
out his writings, tell us about his unerring instinct as a poet. Although 
there are innumerablé references in Wordsworth’s writings to the poetic 
imagination, it is in his famous Preface to Lyrical Ballads (1800), the 
Appendix to the Preface to Lyrical Ballads (1802), Preface to Poems of 1815, 
the Supplementary Essay of 1815, the three essays on. epitaphs and the 
correspondence that we can have his major critical pronouncements: 


It is however in one of his poems (Elegiac Stanzas: suggested by a 
picture.of Peele Castle, in a storm, painted by Sir George Beaumont : The 
Poetical Works of Wordsworth, ed. Thomas Hutchinson, Oxford Univer- 
sity Press : p. 578) that Wordsworth has casually given us the final words 
on the nature of artistic creation : 


“Ah ! then, if mine had been the Painter’s hand, 
To express what then I saw ; and add the gleam, 
The light that never was, on sea or land, 

The consecration, and the Poet’s dream.” 


Imagination is that light which has no existence anywhere on sea or land. 
Its residence is in the poet’s dream. It is indeed the poet’s personality 
playing over the world of facts which brings about. the poetic vision or the 
intuition. Art is never a mere replica of things in the external world. It 
is always the so-called world of reality as transformed by poetic imagina- 
tion. Let us then analyse what Wordsworth has to say on this great 
shaping power inherent in the poet’s - personality. 

In a letter to Lady Beaumont written in 1807, Wordsworth says that 
“the voice which is the voice of my poetry, without imagination, cannot 
be heard.” (Wordsworth’s Literary Criticism : ed. N.C. Smith, Impression 
of 1925, p. 49). Imagination, thus, has been taken to be the faculty which 
brings the reader in-a line with the poet. 


In the Preface to Lyrical Ballads (1800) Wordsworth refers to the 
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importance of imagination in transforming common objects into something 
poetic.. “The.principal object, then, proposed in these Poems was to 
choose incidents and situation from common life, and to relate or describe 
them, throughout, as far as was possible in a selection of language really 
used by men, and, at the same time, to throw over them a certain colouring 
of imagination, whereby ordinary things should be presented to the mind 
in an unusual aspect ;... . (op. cit:, pp. 13-14). 


In the Appendix to Lyrical Ballads he is more clear imhis pronounce- 
ment on poetry as work of imagination and sentiment. Thus, while 
' referring to the stanza from Cowper’s Alexander Selkrik beginning with 
“ye winds that have made me your sport”, he says : “The beauty of this 
stanza tempts me to conclude with a principle which ought never to be 
lost sight of, and which has been my chief guide in all I have said, namely 
that in works of imagination and sentiment, for of these only have I been 
treating, in proportion as ideas and feelings are valuable, whether the 
composition be in prose or in verse, they require and.exact one and the 
same language. *(op. cit., p. 46) 

The recognition that imagination is thé creative faculty i in man may 
be found in his Essay upon Epitaphs (2) (1810, op. cit., p. 116): 


“Tf a man attaches much interest to. the faculty of taste as it exists 
in himself and employs much time in those studies of which this faculty 
(I use the word taste in its comprehensive though most unjustifiable sense) 
` is reckoned the arbiter, certain it is his moral notions and_ dispositions 
must either be purified and strengthened or corrupted and impaired. How 
can it be otherwise, when his ability to enter into the spirit of work in 
literature must depend upon his feelings, his imagi: ‘ation and his under- 
standing, that is upon his recipient, upon his creative or active and 
upon his judging powers, and upon the accuracy and compass of his 
knowledge, in fine upon all that makes up the moral and intellec- 
tual man.’ . i i 


But, as will be apparent from the passage quoted just now, Words- 
worth does not consider the imagination as the entire poetic faculty, 
although it is assigned a very important position. This is clear also from 
his enumeration of the powers requisite for the production of poetry - 
(op. cit., pp. 150-151): Observation and Description ; Sensibility ; 
‘Reflection; Imagination and Fancy,—to modify, to create and to associate; 
‘Invention ; Judgment. (Preface to Poems: 1815) 


While describing a Poet in his Preface to -Lyric Ballads (op. cit., 
‘p. 23), Wordsworth does not mention the gift of imagination as the most 
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essential requisite for being a poet, although, however, his description 
suggests this faculty. “What is a Poet ?” asks Wordsworth. ‘To whom 


does he address himself? And what language is to be expected from 
him? He is a man speaking to men: aman, it is true, endowed with 
more lively sensibility, more enthusiasm and teriderness, who has a greater 
knowledge of human nature, and amore comprehensive soul than are 
supposed to be common among mankind ae 


At other times, Wordsworth relegates imagination to a secondary 
position than truth or reality. Thus while speaking of the principle of 
selection in poetry in his Preface to Lyrical Ballads, he says that the poet 
“will depend upon this for removing what would otherwise be painful or 
disgusting in the passion; he will feel that there is no necessity to trick 
out or fo elevate nature ; and, the more industriously he applies this 
principle, the deeper -will be his faith that no words, which his fancy or 
imagination can suggest, will be to be compared with those which are the 
emanations of reality and truth.” (Ibid., p. 24). 


: Wordsworth’s Preface to Poems (1815) contains the famous distinc- 
tion between Fancy and Imagination. Coleridge in his Biographia Literaria 
(ed. Shawcross :: Vol. T, p. 64), calls this discussion “masterly,” although 
he modifies his approval later on, promising a more philosophical defini- 
tion. This promise, however, has never been fulfilled. Critics have 
generally been averse to Wordsworth’s classification of poems on the basis 
of the distinction between Fancy and Imagination. But whatever might 
be said against this classification of poems, there is no denying the merit 
of distinction enunciated by Wordsworth between Fancy and Imagination., 
Quoting a few lines from the poet’s discussion seems to be essential for 
our purpose. 


Wordsworth quotes from W. Taylor’s British Synonymas discri- 
minated: “Imagination is the power of depicting, and fancy of evoking 
and combining. The imagination is formed by patient observation ; the 
fancy by a voluntary activity in shifting the scenery of the mind”, (op. 
cit., p. 156). 


“Tf the two words bear the above meaning, and no other,” comments 
Wordsworth, “what term is left to designate that faculty of which the Poet 
is. ‘all compact’; he whose eye glances from earth to heaven, whose 
spiritual attributes body for what his pen is prompt in turning to shape ; 
or what is left to characterise Fancy, as insinuating herself into the heart 
of objects with creative activity ? —Imagination, in the sense of the word 
as giving title to a class of the following Poems, has no reference.to images 
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that are merely a faithful copy, existing in the mind, of absent external 
objects ; but is a word of higher import, denoting operations of the mind 
upon those objects, and processes of creation or of composition, governed 
by certain fixed laws.” (Ibid., PP. 156-157) And he proceeds to illustrate - 
his meaning by instances. . l 


In an undated conversation with his nephew and biographer 
Wordsworth describes the imagination in the following manner : 


“The imagination is that intellectual lens through the- medium of 
which the poetical observer sees objects of his observations, modified both 
in form and colour ; or it is that inventive dresser of dramatic tableaux, 
by which the persons of the play are invested with new drapery, or placed 
in new attitudes ; or it is that chemical faculty by which elements of the 
most different nature and distant origin are blended together.into one 
harmonious and homogeneous whole.” (op. cit., pp. 259-60). 


Here, then, we come across a description of the imagination which 
is the same in Coleridge’s Esemplasis, a harmonious blend of different 
and conflicting elements. 


Mere intellect is something which is scoffed at by Wordsworth. 
Thus, in the Tables Turned, the poet says about “our meddling intellect” 
which “Mis-shapes the beauteous forms of things.” But there is no clear 
mention of imagination in the context. Rather, ‘Art’ which is generally 
taken to bea product of the imagination, is dismissed with “Enough of 
Science and of Art.” But, then, we should remember that Wordsworth 
is extolling the influence of Nature in the context. Otherwise a poet like 
him, with the high sense of his vocation, can never condemn Art: The 
intuitional is praised at the expense of the rational also in his Prelude, 
Book II, pp., 214-17, where science is called “a succedaneum, and a prop 
- to our infirmity.” The intellect ` is “that false secondary power, by which 
we ‘multiply distinctions.” In the Excursion IV, MN. nies Wordsworth 
speaks of the “dull éye” of science, “dull and inanimate.” 


That the. above condemnation is really no condemnation of scicnce 
itself, but of the merely rational faculty devoid of the imaginative, is 
evident from the following line in the 1800 Preface to the poems of 
Wordsworth—“The remotest discoveries of the Chemist, the Botanist, or 
Mineralogist will be proper objects of the Poet’s art...” (Wordsworth’s 
Literary criticisim, ed. N. C. Smith, p. 28). 


Mr. Rene Wellek in volume II of A History of Modern Criticism, 
entitled the Romantic Age (New Haven : : Yale University Press, 1955), 
notices an inconsistency in Wordsworth’s description of the power of 
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imagination. Wordsworth, according to him, views the imagination as a fe 
neo-Platonic metaphysical conception in the last books of the Prelude and 
the Excursion, but his conception of the imagination as set forth in the 
Preface of 1815 is psychological. “At times he makes imagination purely ` 
subjective, an imposition of the human mind on the real world. At other 
times he makes it an illumination beyond the control of the conscious 
mind and even beyond the individual soul. But most frequently he takes 
an in-between position which favours the idea of a collaboration, 
-~ An ennobling interchange 
of action from within and from without. 
(Prelude, XIII, 375-6). (op. cit., p. 145) 


But we can still discover a consistency in the pronouncements of 
Wordsworth on the imagination. When he speaks of throwing a “certain `. 
colouring of imagination” over “incidents and situations from common 
life,” he is still an idealist who takes into account the real world. Indeed, 
art, the product of the imagination, is in a sense always ideal. It is never 


a photographic representation of the so-called real world, but the poetic _ ~ 


spirit playing over and- moulding it. This is why Wordsworth says that 
the duty of poetry is “to treat things not as they are, but as they appear, 
not as they exist in themselves, but as they seem to exist to the senses, 
and to the passions.” (Smith, p. 169). Mr. Wellek also recognises this 
when he says that in these words Wordsworth “defends the poet’s emotion 
‘and transfiguration of reality and not psychological solipsism or 
illusionism, which may seem to follow if we press the terms ‘appear’ and 
‘geem’.” .(op. cit. p. 145). . 


The recognition that the faculty of imagination is ally a counter- 
part‘of the workings of ‘Nature is evident from the vision on Mount 
Snowdon. Nature here, represented by the moon, “moulds, endues, 
abstracts, combines.” (The Prelude, XIII, p..79). The imagination of 
the “higher minds” like the poets can “create a like existence.” This 
imagination is l 

Í 7 - “absolute. strength 
And clearest insight, amplitude of mind, . 
` And reason in her most exalted mood.” . 
. 3 a et (XIII 168-70) 

The 1815 Preface has already been referred to. The illustrations 
given by Wordsworth as showing the distinction between fancy and 
imagination have been found inappropriate by many. The samphire- 
gatherer in King Lear “hangs” on the oliff which, according to Words- 
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worth, shows imagination’ because hanging refers to the precariousness of 
the man’s hold on the rocks. Thus, the stock-dove’s voice “buried among 
trees” and the’ description of the cuckoo as .a “wandering voice” are 
instances of the imagination, 


Although it is very difficult to point out the predominance of fancy 
or imagination in particular instances, we do think that Wordsworth is in 
general right in his distinction between the two. In the 1815 Preface 
‘Wordsworth refers to Coleridge’s definition of fancy as the ‘aggregative 
or associative power” (Omniana: London, 1812, 2, 13), in contrast with 
imagination as “the shaping or modifying power” as too general. (Smith : 
p. 163) According to, Wordsworth, both fancy and ‘imagination are 
creative faculties. Both aggregate and associate, evoke and combiné, 
In this context, Mr. Wellek is correct in saying that Wordsworth’s own 
theory is actually well in agreement with Coleridge’s, ‘‘at least, as that 
theory was developed or put on paper a little later”. (Wellek, p. 147), 
He is also ‘justified when he cannot accept the position put forth by 
Clarence D. Thorpe in The ‘Imagination : : Coleridge -vs- Wordsworth 
(Philological quarierly, 18 (1939), 1-18) that on this point there is a deep 
disagreement between Wordsworth and Coleridge. Wordsworth believes 
with Coleridge that fancy deals with “fixities and defidites” (Biographia 
` Literaria, ed. Shawcross, I, 202) whereas imagination deals ‘with the 
“plastic, the pliant and the indefinite. i 


The earliest mention in Wordsworth of the distinction between fancy 
and imagination is found in a note to the thorn in the 1800 edition of the 
Lyrical Ballads. There it is.a difference in emphasis. Thus imagination _ 
is the ‘faculty which produces impressive effects out of simple elements”, 
fancy is “the power by which pleasure and surprise are excited by sudden 
varieties of situation and an accumulated imagery”. (Poetical . Works, ed. 
de Selincourt, 2, 512) . oes 


It is true that Wordsworth, unlike Coleridge; does not emphasize the 
“holistic” conception of the imagination, the Esemplasis that Coleridge 
speaks of. He does not also draw a sharp distinction between the 
transcendentalism and associationism sought to be established by 
Coleridge. But, although proceeding with no intellectual dialectic, he 
tightly discovers the general distinction between the two faculties. It is 
a difference between the less and the more serious, between the playful 
and ‘the sublime, between the circumscribed and the free. And Words- 
worth with his profound poetic instinct, has been able to, -guesa the true 
nature of the poetic imagination. 

C.R.—6 
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‘Imagination’ literally means the making of images; but it is 
restricted to the making of mental images or pictorial ideas. ‘Fancy’ 
means the producing of appearances having no substantial reality. 
Etymologically, therefore, we do not have any real difference between 
the two. The popular conception of ‘Fancy’ is that of a playful or 
whimsical thought, having little or no regard to reality. Imagination is ` 
used for imagery of a more serious kind which might possibly correspond 
to reality. The distinction made by popular conception between ‘Fancy’ 
and ‘Imagination’ is thus rather vague. i 

It was William Wordsworth among the English I who 
first took up this popular distinction and déepened it. He made the 
meanings more definite, and made them correspond to a real, difference 
` between two kinds of poetry, which critics had so long overlooked. 

Fancy aims directly only at the production of pleasure derived 
from a playful exercise of the mind. A child plays physically with toys 
and games, but he may also dally with his fancies in the fairy tales. Even 
great poets sometimes find relaxation in a lighter vein. ‘Here let me 
sit and play with similes”, said Wordsworth, and he did so in his Poems 
of the Fancy’. 

M. Arnold, in his Essay on Wordsworth (Essays in Criticism, 
Second series, ed. S. R. Littlewood ;, p. 81), objects to the classifica- 
tion of Wordsworth’s poems into ‘poems of the Fancy’ and ‘Poems of 
the Imagination’. ‘Wordsworth’, says Arnold, “classified his poems not 
according to any commonly received plan of arrangement, but according 
-to a scheme of mental physiology. He has poems of the fancy, poems of 
the imagination, poems of.sentiment and reflection, and so on. His 
categories are ingenious but farfetched, and the result of his employment 
of them is unsatisfactory. Poems are separated one from another which 
possess a kinship of subject or of treatment far more vital and deep than 
the supposed unity of mental origin, which was Wordsworth’s reason for . 
joining them with others”. 


` Critics, following Arnold, have generally been averse to the 
distinction made by Wordsworth between ‘poems of the Fancy’ and 
‘Poems of the Imagination’. It may sometimes be difficult to point out 
any real distinction between the two groups of poems. It may also be 
true that his poems of the fancy very often shade imperceptibly into those 
of the imagination and vice versa. And yet, on the whole, Wordsworth 
was true to the distinction made by him. Among the instances of imagina- 
tion quoted in his 1815 Preface, there are lines from his own poems of the 
imagination. 


1978 ] WORDSWORTH ON IMAGINATION ° : 43 


In many of his poems, Wordsworth refers to the fancy as a much 
lighter faculty than the imagination. In a letter to Southey prefaced to 
Peter Bell, Wordsworth speaks very highly of the imagination which 
“not only does not require for its exercise the intervention of supernatural 
agency, but that, though such agency be excluded, the faculty may be 
called forth as imperiously, and for kindred results of pleasure, by incidents 
with the.compass of poetic probability, in the humblest departments of 
daily life”. (Poetical Works, ed. T. Hutchinson, revised by Selincourt : 
O.U.P., p. 236). The poem To the Sons of Burns contains the following : 


“His judgment with benignant ray 
Shall guide, his fancy cheer, your way” ; 


where a lighthearted joviality is associated with fancy which is able to 
remove sadness. (op. cit., p. 287). 


The Yarrow Visited gives us: 


` “A ray of fancy still survives— 
Her sunshine plays on thee : 
(op. cit., p. 302). 
In “The Three Cottage Girls Sa “Memorials of a Tour on ‘the Content: 
1820”) we have 
“How blest the Maid whose heart yet free 
From love’s uneasy sovereignty— 
Beats with a fancy running high”. 
(op. cit., p. 344). 
In an Inscription for a Monument in Crosthwaite Church, in the vale of 
Keswick, Wordsworth, while speaking of Southey, says that 


“Fancy, disciplined E studious art. 
f Inform’d his pen......” (op. cit., p. 587). 
In The Prelude, Book I, itis clear that he does not assign fancy a very 
high place : : 
“a Ja power 
Than Fancy gave assurance of some work 
Of glory there forthwith to be begun” (op. cit., p. 633). 


Imagination has been described by Wordsworth in his Prelude in the 
following manner : 


“Tmagination—here the Power so called 
Through and incompetence of human speech, 
That awful Power rose from the mind’s abyss 
Like an unfathered vapour that enwraps, 
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At once, some lonely traveller. I was lost ; 
Halted without an effort to break through ; 
But to my conscious soul I now can say— 
‘J recognise thy glory’ ; in such strength 
Of usurpation, when the light of sense 
Goes out, but with a flash that has revealed 
The invisible world, doth greatness make abode, 
There harbours ; whether we be young or old, 
` Our destiny, our being’s heart and home, 
Is with infinitude, and only there ; 
With hope it is, hope that can never die, 
Effort, and expectation, and desire, 
And something evermore about to be”. 
(Prelude: VI. ll. 592--608) 
Imagination as conceived by Wordsworth leads us to infinitude. 
It is a power which cannot quite be explained by our senses. And this 
_ conception of Imagination is something which Wordsworth has in common 
with the other great romantics in English literature. It is a divine gift, 
it is “the light that never was on sea or land”, but its mystic power 
can be felt in the blood by all great men of poetic genius. In his Preface 
to Poems (1815) Wordsworth says that Imagination “recoils from every- 
thing but the plastic, the pliant, and the indefinite. She leaves it to 
_ Fancy to describe Queen Mab as coming, - 


In shape no bigger than an agate-stone 
On the fore-finger of an alderman. 


Having to speak of stature, she does not tell you that her gigantic Angel 
was as tall as Pompey’s pillar ;:much less that he was twelve cubits, or twelve 
hundred cubits high ; or ‘that his dimensions equalled those of Teneriffe 
or Atlas ; because these, and, if they were a million times as high, it 
would be the same, are bounded: The expression is, ‘His stature reached 
the sky ! the illimitable firmament ?” (Smith: pp. 163-164). 


‘In Prelude, Book VI, ll. 564 ffing, we have again a relenence.« to the 
eternal nature of the Imagination : 
~ “the sick sight- 

And giddy prospect of the rainy stream, 

The unfetter’d clouds, and region of the Heavens, 

Tumult and peace, the darkness and the light 

Were all like workings of one mind, the features 

Of the same face, blossoms upon one tree, 
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Characters of the great Apocalypse, 
The types arid symbols of Eternity, 
Of first and last, and midst, and without.end”. 


The highest moments of Wordsworth’s imagination would always 
make him discover a harmony, a‘ unifying force persisting through out 
the Universe. And this harmony, in which all apparent contradictions are 
resolved, is the one thing that was sought to be stressed by Coleridge in 
his Imagination as the Esemplastic power. It was imagination which 
would lead Wordsworth to’ 


“that blessed mood, 
In which the burthen of the mystery, 
In which the heavy and the weary weight 
- Of all this unintelligible world, 
Is lightened ‘—that serene and blessed mood, ` 
In which the affections gently lead us on,— 
Until the breath of this corporeal frame 
And even the motion of our human blood _ 
Almost suspended, we are laid asleep 
In body, and become a living soul: — 
While with an eye made quiet by the power 
Of harmony, and the deep power of joy, 
We see into the life of things”. 
(Tintern Abbey) 


Imagination is a heavenly gift, and it makes man conscious of his 
spiritual heritage which can never be totally destroyed by his material 
pursuits : 

“Which neither listlessness, nor mad endeavour, 
Nor Man nor Boy, 
Nor all that is at enmity with joy, 
- Can utterly abolish or destroy !” 
(The Immortality Ode). 


Wordsworth was conscious of this. high heavenly visitation in him 
which would 


“Uphold us, cherish, and have power to make 
Our noisy years seem moments in the being 
of the eternal silence”. (Ibid). 


And here is Coleridge, in the opening lines of his poem “To 
William Wordsworth’ — l 
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“O Friend ! O Teacher ! God’s great gift to me ! 
Into my heart have I receiv’d that Lay 
More than historic, that prophetic Lay 
Wherein (high theme by thee first sung aright) 
Of the own spirit thou hast lov‘d to tell 
What may be told, by words revealable ; 
With heavenly breathings, like the secret soul 
- Of vernal growth, of quickening in the heart, 
Thoughts that obey no mastery of words, 
Pure self-beholdings ! Theme hard as high ! 
Of smiles spontaneous, and mysterious fears 
(The first-born they of Reason and twin birth). 
Of tides obedient to external force, 
And currents self-determined, as might seem, 
Or by some inner Power ; of moments awful, 
Now in thy inner life, and now abroad, 7 
When power streamed from thee, and thy soul received 
The light reflected, as a light bestowed”. | 


The light of imagination moulds and transforms the objective world 
into a thing of beauty. And Wordsworth was the first great English 
Romantic to be a votary of this heavenly light. 
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SILENT AND BLOODLESS REVOLUTION 
IN BALLOT BOXES 
DEBENDRA BIJOY BANERJEE 


Presumably, Shrimati Indira Gandhi failed to foresee that a severe 
storm was brewing in the minds of the most of the 600 million Indians 
from the Himalayas to Kanyakumari during the 19 months of her veiled 
dictatorial rule in the name of emergency. The storm which burst and 
uprooted the pillars of the Congress- throughout the country from 
March 16 to 20 during the 6th Lok Sabha election, was as a matter 
of course, the off-shoot of the low depression that started forming since 
the proclamation of emergency on June 26, 1975. 


Direct Cause 


The pernicious effects of emergency starting with the imprisonment 
of the top ranking national leaders like Sarbashri Jaiprakash Narain, 
Morarji Desai, A. B. Vajpai, Rajnarain, L. K. Advani, Madhu Limaye, 
Chandra Sekhar and others followed by mass arrest of people, curtailment 
of their fundamental rights, curbing freedom of press by enforcing 
censorship, evasion of the verdict of Allahabad High Court up-holding 
the appeal of Raj Narain against her (Indira Gandhi) nullifying the 
Supreme Court against protest by any. body, drastic amendment of the 
constitution suspending basic rights and privileges of citizens framed by 
the elders, vigorous and forceful application of Family Planning norms, 
estranged the common people and the intellectuals so much so that they 
were smothering with discontent to get rid of the oppressive rule of 
Indira Government. They were, as -it were, on the tip-toe of expection 
to see the end of the night-mare and the reign of terror let loose by the 
bureaucrats. To palliate the people from the wounds thus inflicted, the 
20-point economic programme was launched aiming at the welfare of 
the weaker section and increasing productivity in workshops and 
factories. . - - 


But to be or not to be remained a question. The answer came on 
March 21, when, she together with her son Sanjoy Gandhi were defeated 
in the battle fields of Raiberalie and Amethe by Sarvashri Rajnarain and 
Rabindra Pratap Singh. Her generals, captains and lieuterants were also 
vanquished in different sectors of the battle field in eastern, western, 
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northern and southern regions. Of about 50 Ministers, State-and Deputy 
Ministers only 15 could core to Pavilion with honour. The magnitude of 
the loss of popularity, lack of mass contact and peoples confidence may be 
gauged from the fact that except 7 ministers out of 13 and 4 each of 
State and Deputy Ministers out of 17 and 19 respectively, all the other 44 
ministers were badly mauled by their rivals. The defeat of the 
commander-in-chief, her son, the speaker of Lok Sabha B.R. Bhagat, the 
Law Minister H.R. Gokhale, the Defence Minister Bansilal, Vidyacharan 
. Sukla, Information and Broadcasting Minister, his Deputy, Dharamvira 
Singh and the Deputy Minister in charge for family Planning was more 
pronounced -this year in as much as the wrath of. the electorate was 
specially directed against those whose callousness, indifference and 


unsympathetic attitude- were instrumental i in n- Pegmvangp the sufferings of 
the. people. 


Grand Holy Alliance 


‘Could anybody. in India conceive of this great debacle awaiting 
Indira Gandhi, vis-a-vis the Congress, when the announcement of the Lok 
Sabha Election came on January 18. Could the administrators visualise at- 
all that they would be routed in the- country by the newly formed Janata 
Party and its.allies whose emergence in the political arena albeit caused a 
little headache apparently to the ruling party. It was anticipated by the 
f happy-go-lucky Congress .bosses that the opposition forces would not be 
united within two months and they could not make effective campaign to: 
-influence and mobilise public opinion during this short time in their 
favour. 


But the calculation of the aola shrewd politicians and the stooges 

came like “man proposes but God disposes”. Unlike 1971, there was a 
holy alliance this year among the opposition groups, .Congtess (O). 
' Janasangha; BLD and Socialists which came out as a Janata Party. under 
the Chairmanship of Shri Morarji Desai. The party derived inspiration 
from the Loknayak Shri Jaiprakash Narain who practically acted as the 
prime mover of this unification. With Shri Jagjivan Ram resigning from 
the Central Cabinet and the ruling Congress, and the formation of , 
Congress for Democracy only on February 2, the political activities of the 
Janata Party gained ‘further momentum. The people found a glimmer of 
light in this. combination. and the public speeches of Sarbashri Deshai, 
_ Jagjivan Ram, Rajnarain, Madhu Limaye, Chandra Sekhar, Acharya 
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Kripalani, Santibhusan, Advani, Vajpai, P. C. Sen, Vejoy Singh Nahar 
and the last but not the least. Sm. Vijoy Lakshmi Pandit came as moral 
booster to the masses. The decision of the CPI (M), Forward Block and 
the R. S. P. to join hands with Janata Party and CFD in their bid to 
defeat the Congress also acted as a fillip to rouse public opinion. 


Dictatorship Dislodged : 


Sm. Indra Gandhi got unnerved at this unique combine and the 
proliferation of the views and ideas by the stalwarts who gave befitting 
replies from different parts of India against the oft repeated slogan raised by 
Mrs. Gandhi herself alone during her electioneering campaign. She made 
whirlwind election tours with Government machineries against the limited 
resources of the Janata Party leaders. But the personal influence of 
Mrs. Gandhi equipped with externarlly glittering protections as if dwindled 
into insignificance internally as they could not make any-dent in the 
heart of the masses. The Indians may not have’ sufficient education, 
but they are not to be kept like fools. The results of the election clearly 
demonstrated that the nation has devoloped democratic consciousness 
and that democracy in India is firmly rooted. It has come to stay 
despite attempts to gag it by vested interests. As such, democracy has 
very correctly asserted itself ignoring personal and hero worship tendency 
and defying totalitarian attitude. It has further justified that none is 
indispensable in a democratic country. No wonder therefore, such a 
change becomes inescapable in democracy against dictatorial attitude and 
a propensity to cling to power under false pretexts. Instances are not 
rare in the annals of history even when the highest personality in power 
prolonging regime against the discontent of the masses has been rejected 
by them through revolution. This is exactly what has happened in India 
also, but through a Silent and Bloodless Revolution. 


Indira Gandhi’s exit from India’s political stage and Morarji Desai’s l 
entry thereon, marks the closure of three decades of uninterrupted Congress 
domination and the significant beginning of an era of non-Congress 
Government at the centre spearheaded by Janata Party. True to Indian © 
tradition, Truth and Justice have splendidly prevailed over vice and 
injustice to which 600 million people were willy-nilly subjected under 
Congress hegemony for the last 20 months. “Satyameba Jayate” has 
emerged supreme. . . g 


‘Coincidently, formation of a non-Congress Govt. largely echoes the 
transfer of power by the Congress to Janata Party on March 25, 1977, as 


C.R.—7 
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was done on August 15, 1947 by the then British Govt. to India through a 
non-violent struggle. - 


Commitment of one vice leads to another for justification and thus 
is constructed the unsound edifice for its ultimate demolition. The same 
- was the case with Indira Gandhi, who despite stepping down from power 
` in obedience to the verdict of the Allahabad High Court influenced the 
Supreme Court in uttar disregard of democratic and constitutional decorum. 
She was ill-advised by the coterie of sycophants who infiltrated the citadel 
of Congress in the guise of her well-wishers. 


Erosion Of Integrity 


To ascertain the gradual stages of erosion in pepularity integrity and 
solidarity of Congress, the erstwhile foremost national organisation of 
the country, it is necessary to peep into the past eleventh years of the 
Congress rule under the stewardship of Indira Gandhi. Fortune smiled 
on het in 1966, when she was, after the death of Lal Bahadur Sastri, India’s 
the ther’ Prime Minister, installed as the first lady and youngest Prime 
Minister surmounting the claim of Morarji Desai. At that time she was 
effectively supported by the pillars of the Syndicate like Kamaraj, Atulya 
Gosh, Nijalingappa and S. K. Patil etc. They expected that Indira 
Gandhi could be moulded as they liked, but their expectations were 
_ belied soon when she chose to take indeperident decisions’ in defiance of 
their opinions. Thus, arose conflict and trouble between the Syndicate 
and Indira Group which ultimately led to disintegration of the Congress 
‘into parts in 1969. 


Absolute Power For Indira 


The split of the Congress opened up new horizon for Indira Gandhi 
to have her sway over the Ruling Party. There remaind none to question 
her leadership. Nationalisation of Banks, abolition of privy purse and 
the liberation of Bangladesh from the clutches of Pakistan brought her 
abundance of popularity and her dynamic leadership was widely acclaimed. 
From then on, she started misusing her power and her duplicity in regard 
to election: of the speaker of Lok Sabha was exposed, when Shri N. 
Sanjeev Reddy was defeated by Shri V. V. Giri at the connaivance 
of Indira Gandhi. Her integrity received a jolt although not very 
apparently. : rh 
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The Lok Sobha election of 1971 saw her wining with thumping 
majority. The Congress (O), Jana Sangha, PSP, CPI(M), BLD, were 
badly defeated because of “Garibi Hatao” slogan by the Congress against 
“Indira Hatao” slogan raised by the opposition. The CPI and DMK 
lent their numerical support to Indira Govt. formed after the election. 
The overwhelming majority of the Congress in Parliament ultimately 
became the cause of her down-fall and the rout of the Congress in the 
6th Lok Sabha election. 


The proclamation of Emergency on June 26, 1975, followed by large 
scale anti-people methods and excesses adopted by the Govt. to keep 
the Prime Minister in absolute power precipitated the crisis and there was 
mounting resentment against forcible application of ‘Nashbandi.’ Induc- 
tion of Sanjoy Gandhiin power politics and his undue intervention in 
administrative affairs gave rise to further dissatisfaction among both 
official and organisational circles. The last but not the least “Indira is 
India” slogan raised by the Congress President himself seriously hit at 
the root of her allegiance to democracy. The over estimation of her 
popularity on the eve of election gave her wrong impression about the 
feelings of the masses towards Congress and Sanjoy Gandhi’s undiginfied - 
utterances about the veteran leaders of the country subjected the organisa- 
tion to severe criticism. The quit of Babu Jagivan Ram from. the 
Congress and his expositions about Indira Gandhi’s dictatorial attitude 
in running the Govt. also caused indignation among the voters in the 
eastern, northern and western regions of the country, who as if felt deter- 
mined to oust Indira, Sanjoy and the Congress from power. They 
ultimately brought into reality their inner feelings by voting a non- 
Congress organisation into power in rejection of the Congress rule. 
Thus terminated the undisturbed regime of the Congress and the novel 
change was effected through a Silent and Bloodless Revolution kept 
hidden in ballot boxes, 


+ About the Author: Sri Debendra Bijoy Banerjee, M. A., was Assistant Public 
Relations Officer, South Eastern Railway. He is a veteran Journalist. 


THE NATURE AND CONCEPT OF THE 
AHOM FOREIGN POLICY 
SUNIL KUMAR DAS 


‘The history of Assam proper begins with the migration of the Shans 
who, incourse of time, came to be known as the Ahoms, to the Brahmaputra 
_ Valley in 1228 A.D. The Ahoms held their sway over Assam from the 
second quarter of the thirteenth down to the first quarter of the nineteenth 
century. The territory first conquered by the Ahoms was a small one 
comprising some portions of eastern Assam, i.e., the present districts of 
Sibsagar and Lakhimpur. Gradually the Ahom dominions- extended to > 
the west, and at the termination of their conflicts with the Mughuls in 
1682 A.D., the boundary of the Ahom kingdom touched the river Manas 
(Manha) opposite Goalpara. This limit remained unaltered till the 
country was finally supplanted to the British in terms of the treaty of 
Yandaboo (1826 A.D.). ; 


The study of the nature and concept of the Ahom foreign policy 
presents certain difficulties with regard to the mode of treatment in com- 
parison'to that of the ancient India. The people with which we are 
concerned’ here, while accepting and applying elaborate administrative 
methods largely borrowed or adopted either from their original homeland. 
or from more advanced civilisations, had little understanding of the under- 
lying principles. and no definitely expressed conception of the theory of . 
of government or social order. The reasons are not far toseek. In 
ancient India, however, much thought was given to the theory of govern- 
mental act, in combination with ethical influences, resulting in the produc- 
tion of volumnious idealistic treatises setting forth what ought to be. 
Some of the literatures dealing with the Dandanities, Rajyasastras and 
Arthrsastras, etc., found their way from India to Assam in later times 
when the Ahoms came under the pale of Hinduism, and were then held in 
high esteem by the Ahom rulers. The influx of Hindu law into the Ahom 
political ideology can be traced to an encouraging and appreciable attempt 
of the Ahom:kings in translating the Puranas which were undertaken for 
the double purpose of providing a mythology, and a series of romances to 
the common people and a Code of law to the Ahom kings. A great mass 
of Assamese historical literature have hitherto been discovered, but 
much of that is devoted to practical administrative matters usually 
leaving hints only vaguely to any underlying principles. No independent 
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treatise concerning particularly the Rajaniti or Dandaniti of the period in 
question is yet to come to light. In view of the above the method of treat- 
ment of the aspect adopted here will, therefore, aim primarily at endea- 
vouring to make clear the nature and concept of the Ahom foreign policy, 
while the theoretical ideas will merely be allowed to reveal themselves 
incidentally but will nevertheless be found to provide us with materials on 
which to base our conclusions. It is certainly the practical working of 
the administrative machinery that best repays our study ; for, while in 
India theoretical treatises are so numerous and information of the practical 
nature so relatively scarce, contrary is the case in Assam where huge mass 
of valuable documents have been preserved, which, by way of ingenuous- 
ness with which they approached the problems that beset the administra- 
tion, enable us to form a picture of actual conditions such as is rarely 
possible in ancient India. 


A branch of the Shans of Upper Burma, the Ahoms, as we havé 
pointed out above, inherited the political ideology of their ancestors. But, 
in course of time, they came under the influence of the Hindu political 
ideology as enunciated by the ancient law-givers, such as Jajnavalkya, 
Kamandaka, Manu, Kautilya and others. 


One of the important functions of the Ahom King was to conduct 
the foreign policy which took a large portion of his time. In the capital, 
the King maintained spies and used to receive reports through them in 
order to keep himself posted with the latest development of the politics. 


In the period under review, the. ambassadors were called Katakis. 
For proper maintenance of the Ahom diplomatic service, Shu-kham-pha, .. 
placed ‘the service of the envoys on a systematic footing by creating eight 
khels. The members of these khels were recruited to the post of the 
Katakis who were required to proceed to China, Mann (Burma), Hukawng, 
Nara (Magoung), Japan, Siam, Tibet and the lower countries i.e. parts of 
India? The Katakis were required to be highly intelligent as they had 
to present the affairs of Assam in the foreign courts, and it was upon 
their powers of advocacy and exposition that the settlement of political 
issues largely depended. The first known envoy deputed by Shu-ka-pha — 
(1228-68 A.D.), the founder of the dynasty, to Nai-chan-pha, the ruler of 
Magoung, carried the message embodying written epistles.and presents.? 
The envoys had always to elucidate and supplement, according to the 
custom of the country, the contents of the letter by mukha-jevana mean- 
ing ‘otal expression’. This is also evident from the diplomatic 
correspondence of subsequent period. The system of maintaining friendly 
relations with the neighbouring countries through the Katakis was a 
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measure considered essential for the growth and prosperity of the country. 
In addition to the khels of Katakis, Pratapasimha created a khel of 
professional workers called Bairagis or Sanyasist to wonder about in the 
foreign countries in the garb of itinerant hermits with the object of 
studying the social customs, manners, administration etc. Enlightened 
in his outlook, Pratapasimha enriched his administration by introducing 
` novel aspects of foreign culture recommended by the Bairagis. He 
also found it convenient to replace the Ahom Katakis by shrewd 
. Brakmanas who were gifted with nimble voices and persuasive ways of 
speaking. The King, thereupon, selected thirteen Brahmana families® 
whose members were only eligible to the post of envoys. Ratnakandali 
and Madhabcharan were the first two Brahmana envoys at the court of 
Pratapasimha.® 


Politically isolated from the rest of India, the Ahom sovereigns 
received with extended arms those foreigners who had something new to 
teach and, who contributed to the appeassement of their intellectual 
curiosity. The ambassadors of culture were ordinarily brought to Assam 
under express commissions of the State, and were given full facility and 
encouragement to settle in the country becoming one with the children 
of the soil in language and manners after a few generations. The 
farsighted ruler Rudrasimha created a new order in the society, the 
Khaonds whose functions were to visit important centres of India and to- 
bring back to their country beneficent foreign customs and manners 
which might usually be transplanted in the Assamese soil.” 


The envoys of the Ahom court were properly trained and tutored 
regarding the formalities to be observed in their dealings with the foreign 
. rulers and their ministers in the courtin orderto safeguard the interest 
of the country. This is evident from the discussion held between the 
Ahom Barbarua and Ramachandra, an envoy of the Jayantia ruler.® It 
is interesting to note that in later days, persons versed in the affairs of 
Bengal and proficient in Hindusthani were sent to Calcutta for represent- 
ing Assam inthe court of the East India Company.® It appears that in 
the Ahom period, the Katakis were thus employed as agents for the Kings 
in their negotiations with the foreign powem and the ee hill 
tribes.1° 
The department of foreign affairs of the Ahom government was 
equipped with several experts is proved by the fact that in the month of 
June-July (Ashada), 1556, Naranarayana, the Koch King sent an embassy to 
the court of Shu-kham-pha which carried an epistle written in an invisible 
ink which baffled the ingenuity of the Ahom court, till a mathematician 
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Durgacharan Barkaith deciphered the abstruse letter by reading it in 
darkness where the letters appeared in their unexpected brightness as 
they were written with the secretion of earthworms. Durgacharan was 
henceforward known as Manikchandra for deciphering the invisible letter 
with pearl like brilliance.1! Besides, knowledge of Persian was a quali- 
fication for high appointment in the State services including the diplomatic 
service is proved by the fact that several readers of the Persian language 


were maintained by the Ahom court. They were also granted endow- 
ments of lands. i 


Negligence of duty, bribery and incompetence on the part of the 
Katakis were seriously dealt with. In the early years of the reign of 
Jayadhvajasimha, Ekadaha and Chaturbhuj, two Ahom Katakis who 
were deputed to the Mughul outpost (thana) were punished by 


extracting one of their eyes for they failed to nei the movements 
of the enemies.'® 


It was criminal on the part of an Assamese ambassador to beg 
favours of a person met by him in his diplomatic gapacity. Kalia Kataki, 
an Assamese envoy, pleaded before Raja Satrajit, a vassal of the Mughuls, 
that his house had been robbed, and on that plea, obtained from the Raja 
gifts of money, clothes and pitchers. The matter was reported to 
Pratapasimha who was indignant at the derogatory conduct of the Kataki. 
“He is my ambassador,” observes Pratapasimha, “what he had to ask 
for and obtain articles from the Bangals (foreigners)? He has belied the 
trust imposed on him by me.” Kalia was imprisoned and subsequently 
executed along with six other Katakis who had been previously 
imprisoned.’ Besides, Pratapasimha also executed several Katakis for 
receiving gratification from Raja Dharmanarayana of Darrang. In this 
connection, it is interesting to note that Pratapasimha was the first Ahom 
monarch who placed the diplomatic services of the government on a 
proper footing. The ambassadors should be strictly honest, about whose 
duties, the King observed as follows—“‘I am highly pleased with the 
manner in which you have conducted ` yourselves and asserted your views 
ina foreign place (court of the Mughul commander Allah Yar Khan).. 
The Katakis should be like shieldsmen.. Your words alone constitute 
your rice and cloth; more specially the relations between ourselves and 
yourselves ‘are like gold and borax ; the former is refined with the help 
of the latter. You have been able to vindicate your cause in aforeign 
daravara, and thereby to protect the interests of your government, 
without paying any heed to your own personal safety. Therefore, Oh ! 


560 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW [ JAN.-MAR. 


sons of the Brahmanas (Bamuni puteks), have I got any one dearer to me 
than yourselves 714 - 


In Assam, the foreigners, ‘generally termed as Bangals, were . 
treated with strict vigilance. This is evident from the comment of the 
King on an occasion where he expounded the policy of the Ahoms towards 
the foreigners before his trusted emissaries. The occasion was provided 
by one Bhelai’s son who having paid an unauthorised visit to the Mughul 
camp of Allah Yar Khan divulged the secrets of the country to the enemy, 
promised to deliver him elephants, and brought two pearl chains for the 
King. But the latter pointed out that one Ratnakhari, an inhabitant of 
the Nara country lived in Ghargaon. He was conferred with the title 
Sagarakhari by Shu-klen-mung and was subsequently deputed to execute . l 
the census operation at Namrup. But the foreigner reported the strength 
of the Ahoms to the Nara King who invaded Assam and defeated the 
Ahoms. “So we cannot fathom”, commented the King, “the inrer 
workings of the minds of the foreigners. This slave (Bhelai’s son) is 
unreliable as the Paschima (Western Daflas). My brother-in-law (Momai 
Tamuli) will please teach hima lesson.” Bhelai’s son was used to be 
given five blows on coming and the same number of going outside.*® 
How far the foreigners were unrealiable to the Ahoms is also evident from 
the following example. Qasim Khan, the governor of Bengal, ‘appointed 
Sheikh Ibrahim Karori as the revenue collector of the Koch country. ` 
During the Governorship of Ibrahim Khan, the successor of Qasim Khan, 
the Karori was charged with misappropriation of Imperial revenue 
amounting to rupees seven lakhs. Afraid. of severe penalty for his 
misdemeanour, he hatched a conspiracy and opened treasonable ` 
correspondence with the Ahom King and rallied round himself a force of 
about 3,000 strong. He submitted a formal proposal to Pratapasimha 
by which -the latter was to help the former in securing the sovereignty of 
Kamarupa for himself while Ibrahim, in return, was to join the King in 
- his warfare with the Mughuls. Though an encouraging proposal no 
doubt, Pratapasimha did not readily fall in. Shrewd as he was, 
- Pratapasimha desired to examine the loyalty of the foreigner. “Until you 
“first lead the war”, the message of the King to Ibrahim runs, “against the 
Imperial army in this country, and send me one or two of their men alive 
or dead, I cannot, in my farsightedness believe you all on a sudden. 
Under the circumstances if you are firm inthis proposal, you should 
utilise the opportunity and put it into execution. The country -Kamarupa 
nay even Manchabat will be given to you. Iwill give you even my 
daughter, and from...... my treasury, elephant’s stable, artillery and the 
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fleet in such a large ginis the like of which you ie seen never in 

your dreams. not to ‘speak of the hours of awakefulness.” Encouraged 
by the high-hopes of the Ahom King, the unfortunate Karori declared war 
against the Muslims in which he fell.!® 


_ The intervention in -political affairs specially on the duty of the 
commissioned ambassadors by an unauthorised person was a crime of 
high order. In the reign of Pratapasimha, one Barguru, a Kataki by 
profession brought to the knowledge of the King ‘that he had heard from 
a lower countryman about the Muslims who were marching up the valley. 
The King enquired of Bhelai, a: Kataki under Barphukan, who was 
responsible for watching the movements of the enemy, as to the 
genuineness of the news. The Kataki declared that although entrusted 
with the avowed duty, he was unable to obtain any confirmation of the 
sensational reports which might be a rumour. The King, thereupon, 
ordered that Barguru was to be executed as he attempted to meddle in the 
affairs with which he had no concern.'? 


Besides, three Assamese merchants (mudoi) Sonari, Jaihari and 
Narahari were trading at Sri-Surya in the district of Goalpada with the 
permission of the Nawab of Dacca. However, they offered themselves 
voluntarily to act as mediator for bringing reconciliation between Nawab 
of Dacca and the King of Assam for which, they personally had to visit 
‘Dacca and informed the Nawab all about Assam including the matters 
relating to the political situation. Engrossed deeply in his task of 
chastising the Christian merchants of Hooghly, Qasim Khan, the then 
Governor of Bengal, warmly welcomed the proposal. Anxious to ensure 
` peace and amity with the Ahoms, the most dangerous of the enemies of 
the Mughuls, Qasim Khan deputed two envoys with letters and presents 
soliciting permission of the Ahom King to establish market (hat) at 
the mouth of the Sankosh.'S The traders .came back with two agents of 
the Nawab with presents and epistles. They encamped at Kurua near 
_ Gauhati. The traders, according to the custom of the country, reported 
the-arrival of two Muslim envoys to the Barphukan at Kajali,1® who, in 
turn, reported the King that the mudois not only divulged the secrets of- 
‘the country to the Bangals at Dacca, but. became friendly with them also. 
Besides, they brought letters and presents from Bengal and kept the 
foreign envoys at Kurua. They should have brought that if they had 
been specially commissioned todo so. The Barphikin also expressed 
his ignorance that merchants had the right of bringing envoys and epistle 
without the knowledge and authority of the- monarch.®° Reiterating the 
_ point raised by the Barphukan, the King consulted the ministers and 
C.R.—8 
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expressed his deep concern on the conduct of the merchants who should 
have confined themselves to trading activities and ordered that the three 
merchants were to be executed along with forty oarsmen who had been in 
their employ. The deceased’s bodies were placed on barges of plaintain 
trees and made to float down the river so that they might be seen by 
the Bangals.?4 


‘It is interesting to note in this connection that there was in the 
Ahom court a unique procedure of receiving foreign ambassadors and 
facilities accorded to them. When the ambassadors came from the 
lower countries situated to the west of Assam, they were detained by 
the Barphukan at ‘his headquarters at Kaliabar or Gauhati as the case 
may be, who sent message to the King soliciting his permission to allow 
them to come to the court. In case of ambassadors coming from the 
east, the formalities required for obtaining permission of the King were 
performed by the frontier Gohain.. However, on the arrival of foreign 
ambassadors, it was the Majumdar Badua who, with due permission 
from the monarch, conducted and directed them to wait at the Bwlani- 
chara. According to the custom in. vogue in the Ahom court, the 
Barbarua used to supply provisions to Ambassadors only on the first day 
of their arrival, the three Gohains on three successive days and all the 
four ministers during the four ensuing days. Althohgh the ambassadors 
were duly received by the ministers in the interval, they were-not admitted - 
to an audience until the expiration of that period: From this time, the 
monarch supplied their provisions from the Rajahat. The provisions 
consisted generally of articles like salt, oil, treacle, milk, betel-nut (tamol- 
x pan), rice, fowls and kids according to the dietical observances of the 
ambassadors. It is interesting to note that they were supplied with the 
provisions by the King as long as they remained at the Ahom court. The 
Ahom King recommended that attention should be paid to the particular 
prejudices in the supplies of food as the ambassadors were strangers 
differing in caste from the, Ahoms.?° The Majumdar then went to the 
council hall and taking his seat at the eastern side of it, he brought the 
matter to the knowledge of the King. The latter, thereupon, directed the 
Majumdar Barua to enquire of the envoys whether the Raja under whose 
orders they had come, was well along with his nobles and subjects. In 
reply to the question put forward by the Majumdar Barua, on behalf of 
the King, the Katakis pointed out that their Raja was well with his nobles 
and subjects when they started, but expressed thzir ignorance as to what 
had happened during their journey from their homeland to the Ahom 
court. The replies of theambassadors were communicated to the King 
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by the Majumdar Barua who again, at the instance of the monarch, returned 
to the ambassadors and related to them that the Ahom King (Svargadeva) 
desired their Raja should rule in harmony. The Majumdar then returned 
to the King and kneeling before the monarch informed him of the 
communication of his message to the ambassadors. 


The Majumdar Barua again returned to the Katakis and enquired, 
as per order of the King, about what month did they commence their 
journey? How long they had spent inthe way ? Whether they received 
any fear in the way? When did they reach Assam? The replies to the 
above queries were brought to the knowledge of the King by the 
Majumdar Barua who was then asked by the King to read out the epistle 
carried by the ambassadors. The Majumdar again returned to the 
Katakis and related to them about the King’s impression on the epistle 
and directed them as per order of the King to narrate the verbal message 
of their ruler to him for onward transmission to the King (Svergadeva). 
Narrating the verbal message to the King, the Majumdar then returned to 
the ambassadors and asked them to take rest and made them understand - 
that the King, in consultation w:th the ministers (Dangariyas) would 
prepare a suitable reply to their letter. The Majumdar then dismissed 
the Katakis by giving them presents and betel (tamo/-pan),?? 


It is a universal maxim in ancient and medieval times that an envoy, 
- whatever might have been his mode of approach or the content of the 
epistle he carried, was always regarded in highest estimation and was 
not subjected to any physical torture not even confinement. According 
to some accounts, the ruler of Koch Behar who was a vassal of the 
Mughuls, encouraged by the prospect of regaining his ancestral domain, 
opened negotiations for bringing peace and reconciliation between Sheikh 
Kamal and Pratapasimha through his agent Bir Kazi (Biru Karji). Hardly 
had he reached the Ahom court, when Pratapasimha, contrary to all the 
cannons of diplomacy, detained the envoy at Bagchoa and decided to 
release him only when the hostility would be suspended. 24 


The Ahom King took it as on offensive act an the part of a foreign 
ambassador, if he was not accompanied by written epistle and presents. 
Destung, a deposed Kachari rulef, sent a mission of peace to the -Ahom 
King. His ambassador Demera Sardar Doloi was intercepted and detained 
by Kan-sheng Barpatra Gohain. He expressed his surprise that the 
Kachari ruler had sent an ambassador soliciting peace and friendship 
without letters and presents. Having been greatly offended the Barpatra 
directed that the envoy should immediately be remanded.?° It it interesting 
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to note in this connection that according to the usages of diplomatic 
negotiations, the ambassadors were immune from the consequences of 
the messages they carried, but, ‘ill news infects the giver’, and irritable 
monarchs or nobles sometimes mishandled the Katakis for carrying 
imperious or unpalatable tidings. 


In this connection, it deserves mention about the spies who played 
an important role in the foreign policy of the kingdom. The Ahoms 
employed a good number of spies in the Department of Foreign Affairs in 
order to collect reports from the enemy camp as to the hostile intention | 
of the enemy, their strength, strategy and movement. From his camp at 
Salaguri, Shu-ka-pha was contemplating au attack on the people inhabit- 
ing the valley of Namdang (nam=water, dang (deng)=red or reddish) 

‘meaning ’ariver of red colour’. which was the tributary of the Dikhu. 
But prior to his actual campaign, he déspatched some spies in the guise 
of traders in liquor (mad) and. hogs (gahari) in order to ascertain >the 

_ strength of the people and enquire into-the strategic position of the 
_regions.2¢ During the conflict with Aba Bagr, the Ahoms collected 
reports through the spies and were elated to know that, the Muhammadans 
had been whiling away their time in utter negligence and complete un- 
preparedness after making an under-estimation of the Ahom strength. 

` The spies also reported that the strategy of the Muslim fort was also in 
favour of the Ahoms as it was situated on a sandy ground surrounded by 
jungles.?” Pratapasimha appointed several officers to act as spies and to 
keep the king and council informed of the developments at the frontier.** 


Early in the Ahomrule, the Ahom foreign policy was fully defen- 
‘sive. Taking advantage of the friendly relation existing with the Ahoms, 
the Nara Raja laid before Shu-lik-pha a proposal to cede to them the 
neighbouring - villages dominated by the Itonias.. The proposal was 
` placed before the council of nobles for deliberation. The council observed . 
that the protection of the region situated at the outskirt demanded the 
creation of forts and guard houszs supplemented by sleepless vigilance. 
The council suggested that it is quite impracticable to maintain the 
authority of the Ahom King over- the Itonia villages if the Nara actually 
attempted to capture by force of arms.2% It would. therefore, be wise 
to ensure the enhancement of ‘the existing relations by evacuating the 
region to the Naras. Shu-teu-pha, however, accepted the decision of the 
council. Even at the critical moment of impending Mughul invasion, 
the Ahoms were not deviated from maintaining their defensive foreign 
policy. The Mughuls were then lurking at the frontier. In spite of the 
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fact, Pratapasimha, on the counsel of the Dangariyas, desisted from 
provocating the rear enemy the Kacharis with whom they had a 
strained relation. In view of the possible hostilities with the Mughuls, 
the Ahom King was more keen in establishing friendly understanding 
with the Kacharis to whom he issued a letter in the name of the 
Dangariyas, Although the ruler of Cachar did not much favour the idea, 
he was, at the same time, not inclined to court displeasure of the Ahom 
ministers as he was of the opinion that “from ancient times, the friendship 
_ between the King and poeple of our kingdom with those of other has 
been established and developed only through the instrumentality of the 
Dangariyas, just as bloosoming Jotuses unfold themselves to their full 
extent through the ray of the sun.”3° 


The nature of the Ahom diplomacy was to achieve the object by 
means of fair and foul’ Naranarayan, the ruler of Koch Behar sent an 
epistle to the Ahom court remonstrating against the treacherous slaying 
of his three brothers by the Ahoms—an act considered as contrary to 
the spirits of friendship. Replying to the expostulations made by the 
Koch King, the Ahom Buragohain Ai-khek who was directed to welcome 
the ambassadors, defended the Ahoms’ action pointing out that, in the 
political treaties, there was no reference to a friendship subsisted between 
the ‘Kshatriyas for a long time. “Lips are beaten by teeth,” observes 
the Buragohain, “should we, therefore, cause any violation of the old 
bonds of friendship.”?! Kirtichandra Barbarua, an eminent diplomat 
‘of the reign of Lakshmisimha, has thus set forth the Ahom foreign policy. 
When a King became subjected to a monarch of another kingdom, | 
diplomatic measures should be adopted so that the conqueror must 
return to his own kingdom. On his retirement, the subdued prince 
should remain in preparedness with his army and when the opportunities 
offered themselves for action, he should strike promptly and reinstate 
himself in his lost power.?? 


It is a recognised part of the Ahom foreign policy that the fugitives 
should not be denied protection. Having been driven from his homeland, 
Jayasimha, the chief of Manipur, had taken refuge under the Ahoms, 
and submitted a proposal to the latter entreating to reinstate him to his 
own -kingdom by ejecting the Burmese, the usurpers. The proposal was 
recommended by the Barbarua who submitted the same to the King for 
approval, The King invited’ the Dangariyas and asked their individual 
opinion in the matter.’ They unanimously recommended the. restoration 
of the Raja of Manipur to his kingdom,.an act which would earn for 
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1 


the King fame, pity, and glory which would-resound in Assam as well 
as in other region, #3 


However, the King treated’ with foreign states by his own 
ambassadors and in his own name, but with the previous consent of the 
chief aristocracy of the land. None could enter into any stipulation 
without the express permission of the King. The local commanders 
cannot enter into any agreement with the belligerent powers without the 
consent and authority of the King came out well in a reply sent by 
Lachit Barphukan to a Ramasimha’s repeated demand for the settlement 
which included the restoration of lower Assam to Mughuls. Lachit 
poinied out that the relinquishment of Gauhati to the Mughuls by him 
and Bengal to the Ahoms by Ramasimha was possible only with the 
express order of the Svargadeva and the Padshah. It would be an useless 
attempt on their part to enter into an independent stipulation ; for there’ 
was no guaranteé that the proposed agreement would be ratified by the 
rulers of Assam and Bengal.?4 


However, the success in the foreign policy is greatly determined by 
the farsightedness of the monarch and by the exigency of the political 
situation. In the last quarter of the sixteenth century, there broke out in 
Koch Behar a terrible civil war, the final culmination of which was the 
dismemberment of the well-knit Koch kingdom into two small princi- 
palities—the eastern and the western.?® Raghudeva, the heir-presumtive l 
of Naranarayana,?ê seceded from Koch Behar and established a separate 
ruling dynasty with its headquarters at Ghilajoypur or Ghilabijoypur to the 
east of Barnagar®’ on the Manha river. His action was; however, approved 
as a fait accompli when in 1581, Naranarayan permitted him to rule over 
the region as a vasssal of him.38 Thus arose the two Koch principalities. 

` The descendants of Naranarayan ruled over the western portion of the 
Koch kingdom known as Koch Behar which comprised Koch Behar, ` 
parts of modern districts of Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri and Rangpur of the 
present Bangladesh.?® The eastern division termed by the Muhammadan 
historians as Koch-Hajo, the headquarters of which was situated at Hajo, 
a few miles to the north-west ‘of Gauhati on the Brahmaputra. It com- - 
prised the modern district of Jalpaiguri, Kamarup, Mangaldai, and a 
portion of the Tejpur subdivision of district of Darrang. The relation 
between Raghudeva and his cousin Lakshminarayan, son of Naranarayan 
became strained when the former declared independence. Both of them 
were anxious to form friendship and alliance with new power against each 
other. Raghudeva formed -an alliance of friendship with: the Afghan 
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chief Isa-Khan,*° the Zamindar of Bhati and the uncrowned king of 
south-eastern Bengal. Asa challenge against the Koch-Afghan alliance, 
Lakshinarayan renewed the old friendship of his father with the Mughul 
government and, it was solemnised when he offered a princess to Raja 
Mansimha, the Mughul governor of Bengal.+! But the untimely death 
of Isa Khan in 1599 left Raghudeva completely isolated endangering the 
soliderity and security of his nascent State. He was put into an embarras- 
sing situation with two acute problems—to defend his country from the 
impending menace of the Koch-Mughul alliance and to avert the danger 
from the conclusion of a prospective Koch-Ahom alliancé which was 
larking behind. In this crucial hour, .Raghudeva was in quest of 
adequate substitute of Isa-Khan who could act as a checkmate to the 
united Koch-Mughul alliance and to frustrate, by any means, the forma- 
tion of a Koch-Ahom alliance. But Raghudeva was not late in courting 
the friendship of Shu-Kham-pha. to whom he offered his daughter 
Mangaldai in marriage.+? This was what was the circumstances which 
paved the path of the Ahoms’ infiltration into the internal affairs of their 
most powerfull neighbours. Based on the community of interest, the 
neo-Koch-Ahom alliance was undoubtedly an act of farsightedness on the 
part. of Shu-kham-pha and it boded well for its performance and 
stability. Nevertheless, it helped the Ahoms to arrest the eastward ex- 
pansion of the Muguls at the cost of the Koches, the growing influence of 
which had long been looked upon by the Ahoms as a menace and threat 
to: Assam. - l 

But the lack of farsightedness on the part of Pratapasimha was 
largely criticised in later times. On the death of Raghudeva, his son 
Parikshit renewed the neo-Koch-Ahom alliance by offering a princess in 
marriage to Pratapasimha.*3 © Frustrated in his attempt to secure the 
friendship of the Ahoms, Lakshminarayan accepted as a corollery to the 


neo-Koch-Ahom alliance, the Imperial vassalships in June 1, 1609. The ` 


Koch-Mughul friendship was thus an incident of much political importance 
and it was soon destined to affect the kingdoms of Kamarupa and Assam. 
On the other hand, the importance of the neo-Koch-Ahom alliance lies in 
the fact that it was nothing but a semblance. Though the friendship was 
maintained for a time it was wholly impotent practically ; for, it failed to 
create fellow-feeling and union of hearts between the rulers. The root 
cause of its ineffectiveness can be attributed to Parikshit who lacked 
adroitmess and had an arrogant demeanour. 


In terms of friendship, Ala-ud-Din Islam Khan, the Mughul 
Governor of Bengal, demanded in 1609 the surrender of Parikshit—a 
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death-knéll to the Siid of the eastern Koch ° kingdom. The 
` evasive reply of Parikshit led Islam Khan to send an army under.Abdu-l- - 
Wahid against Kamarupa, who is said to have defeated Parikshit*® and 
forced him to take refuge at Fatehpur. From this stronghold Parikshit 
made a frantic attempt to strengthen himself against the Muslims. He, 
therefore, hastened to his ally, the Ahom King; soliciting momentary aid 
in this crucial hour of danger. But there he was frustrated. In an 
evasive reply, Pratapasimha maintained a friendly gesture and forwarded a 
proposal for opening up of trade and commercial intercourse between 
the States.4° To add insult to the injnry, ‘the Ahom King counselled 
Parikshit to surrender his kingdom to the Mughuls without any resistance 
and also asked him to make a common cause with him in an attempt to 
expel the infiltrators, the Mughuls. This was what was the political ` 
blunder on -the part of Pratapasimha, the retroactive influence of which 
was soon felt in his own kingdom. Aggrieved and at the same time 
_ enraged, Parikshit forecasted to the Ahom King of far reaching conse- 
` quences of the issues involved. The infiltration of the Mughuls into 
Kamrupa on a permanent basis and the extinction of the buffer state 
would inevitably react on the security of the Ahom dominions.** But the 
Ahom King turned a deaf ear to this impending deluge. Persisting in his 
inexpedient attitude, Pratapasimha refrained from extending any assistance 
to Parikshit who was, therefore, left to his own fate. But tragedy lies in 
the fact that Parikshit was not destined to reap the fruits of his policy of 
plunder and blunder. The wrong done by Pratapasimha also soon became 
_ evident. The defeat of Parikshit and resultant incorporation of the 
eastern Koach kingdom into the Mughul empire removed the insurmount-" 
able barrier of separation which had so long existed between the Mughuls 
and the Ahoms.. The extinction of the buffer State and the conquest of 
_ Kamarupa had brought at last the Mughul government into direct contact 


with their strongest Mongoloid. neighbours. It was indeed an irony. 


of fate that the prophetic warning of, Parikshit suggesting that the con- 
quest of his dominions by, the Muhammadans was an ominus prologue to 
the gigantic encroachment into. Assam came.to be too true’so soon it was 
. sounded. But Pratapasimha showed his shortsightednéss when he kept 
himself aloof from the Mughul interference into the dominions of Pari- 
` kshit with whom he had concluded an alliance of friendship. If he 
desired to avert foreign aggression by maintaining a buffer State like 
Kamarupa, the treatment meted out to Parikshit cannot be diplomatically | 
considered as wise and-prudent. It'was a foregone conclusion that Assam 
-would not be free from the impact of Muslim aggrandisement sooner or . 
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` Tatter. If he supported Parikshit in a common cause gaist the Muslims,, . 
the course of subsequent event would have been different. ` 


The nature, of Ahom diplomacy is well-expressed at the end. of their 
conflict with Mir Jumlah. It is a matter of much concern to the historians 
why the Ahoms, knowing fully. well about the great straits in which the 
Mughuls has befallen, offered the peace proposal. The reasons are’ not 
far to seek. Kirtichandra Barbarua, an arch diplomat has thus set forth 
* the Ahom foreign policy. According to him, it was worst suffering on 
the earth to be dominated by others. When a King became subjected to 
a monarch of another country diplomatic measures should be adopted so 
that the hostile army might be witndrawn from the country by means of 
promises of indemnity and tributes. On the-retirement of the enemy, the 
- subdued prince should remain in preparedness with his army, and when 
opportunity offered themselves for action, he should openly ‘defy the 
treaty terms and promptly recover the lost possession. In this state of 
affairs, the treaty of Ghilajharighat concluded in 1663 was considered 
merely as a scrap of paper when ‘the Ahoms recovered their lost posses- 
sion in the reign of Udayadityasimha.*® . 
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INDIVIDUALS IN A,GROUP: A 
FUNCTIONAL APPROACH 
" PRABHAT KUMAR MUKHOPADHYAY 


Introduction: Man as a Homosapien is neither solitary in its origin 
nor in its existence? ; like any other organism he acts and reacts perpe- 
tually to stimuli within an environment. His probability of survival 
increases with the degree of his adjustment with other individuals and 
stimuli within that environment since his birth,? As the outcome of 
this process of adjustment with respect to their food, health, shelter and 
` sex, individuals of similar needs coalesce. When one looks at two or more 
people and notices a regularised pattern of behaviour by one person or 
persons, is followed by appropriate behaviour on the part of the others, 
he infers it as a process of interaction. Obviously through the operation 
of this interaction process, the collection ‘of individuals are structured 
which are hierarchically termed as a group, a class, a society and a 
civilization. A social psychological or sociological study isolates these 
various social units with some form of generalised action, where indivi- 
duals become nothing but an unit in that aggregate. 


In this paper we shall try to ‘re-define the places of individuals in 
terms of an active agent- and not a passive, a mere ‘cog in the wheel’ ,— 
which the: present national’ planners seem to ‘prove and implement in 
practice. Starting from the lowest strata of this hierachical rung, the- 
group is to be conceived as a plurality of two or more interacting 
individuals in a given‘frame of reference... Though almost all the known 
‘social scientists have considered interaction process as the very basis of 
group formation between individuals, yet most of them have referred 
‘ some other underlying psychological factors to define this unit. To- 
Freud, “two or more people constitute a psychological group. if they 
have set-up the same model-object (thé Leader) or ideals in their super- 
‘ego or both, and consequently have identified with one another’ ; 
“a social group”, according to Smith, “is a unit consisting of a plural 
number of organisms who have the power to act, or are acting in an 
unitary manner towards the environment”, Deutsch defines a group 
as existing “to the extent that the individuals comprising it are persuing 
promotively inter-dependent goals”; according to Krech and 
Crutchfield’s terminiology “the term group refers to two or more people 
who bear an explicit. psychological relationship to one another’ ; 
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to Sherif and Sherif, a group isa “social unit of a number of individuals 
who, at a given time, stand in -more or less definite inter-dependent status . 
and role relationships to one another, and which explicitly or 
implicitly possesses a set of values or norms regulating the behaviour of 
individual members, at least in matters of consequence to the group’’® 

Analysing the above representative definitions of group, and other 
related works, it appears that the authors are speaking about the same 
thing of a thematic process but in different codes; none has denied 
the fact of individuals’ interaction and their inter-dependence either in 
the formative or in the activation stage. All of them have-adduced some 
. general characteristics which can be examplified as: groups arg dynamic 
entities, individuals comprising the groups transform their respective 
collective purposiveness into group purposiveness, individuals in a group 
possess the same essential features of standard or norm of conduct, 
there is present so me meaningful communication net-work between the 
inter-acting individual and so on. ‘These authors have so far been 
established, beyond all reasonable doubts, the importance and intricacies 
of the process of interaction ; but some-how it appears that the roles of 
the individuals comprising these groups have lost sight of by them. 


It is now an established fact that man’s dependence upon another 
man and interaction between them to achieve a common goal are contene- 
nate behaviour. But why individuals interact? In any. interacting 
situation, individuals are part of the environment where another indivi- 
dual also lives and thrives. This environment offers the possibilities of 
value-judgements, purposes and abstractions which are reacted. to and 
somehow are shared®. Jn this situation, where.an individuals need is 
likely to be satisfied in any particular temporal way, he not only interacts 
with other human beings of like-purpose and capacity. but actually shares 
the personal-environmental offerings. This psycho-physical concomitant 
process is, construed here as ‘participation. Taking the pioneering hypo- 
thesis of Allport!® into consideration, Davis defines participation “as 
mental and emotional involvement of a person in a group goals and 
share responsibility in them”!1, More particularly participation: involves 
“doing things with others, making value judgements” within a particular 
frame of- reference by individuals through proper communication’ ?, , 

From the above constructs its can then be posited that in a group, 
- where two or more individuals interact in a face-to-face problem-solving 
situation, one cannot react either covertly or overtly without having 
shared some éxperiences. about the purpose and values of others ‘in 
relation to his own. And unless this is. done, a. multiple of individuals 
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will not cohere themselves to form a group. : This idea may find similitude 
in: the statement “the thingthat one is dealing: with as the group reality 
is more like segments of individuals’ behaviour patterns that have become 
in one degree or another organised with similar segments of the behaviours“ 
of the others, then it is like an aggregate of whole individuals. The 
individual himself is a sort of matrix in which these patterns of collectively 
organised segments meet and affect one another. Instead of saying that a 
group incorporates many individuals, it is better to say that an individual 
incorporates many individuals and groups.. One group has salience for 
him at one time and another has salience at another time. When not 
salient for the individual, a group to which he belongs ‘could be 
represented in his own- organism as ‘sets, latent meaning or stored 
memories,” 18 


Many experimental evidence can be cited in this connection to 
comprehend that participation is congruent to interaction and more than - 
it. When observers tend to regard people in an interacting situation 
whom they like more similar to’ themselves than they really are!4, 15,, or 
the perception of the individuals of the discussion groups to agree with 
their friends more than they actually did'*,; or when a pair of strangers 
had interacted and come to a number of agreements they tended to 
perceive each other as more like themselves than before'’, ‘or when 
married couples looking atone another in Ames room did not have the 
usual size illusions!® and so on. Such studies definitely help to emphasize 
.that :sharing of experience and values present between the individual , 
subjects are in operation to explain their behaviour. Conversely, when 
there exist the possibilities of interaction between individuals, studies show 
that under certain experimental conditions the conglomerations of the 
individuals cannot able to form groups. In some ‘cases, even afier 
formation of groups, the individuals become disintegrated when there - was 
no dearth of interaction but of more of it!®. Here, it becomes evident 
that the individuals. interact, and, in the process, evaluate the situation 
where they are thriving. -The disintergrating or the coalescing conditions 
are within the contexts of experiencing individuals. These are conceived, 
here, as the participatory. conditions®®. From this empirico-logical 
orientation, a group, at this stage, can’ be designated as a plurality of 
participating individuals. : 

Above definition seems inadequate when one queries about the 
vehicle of -participatory experience: This inquiry leads me to consider 
into some aspects of the communication pattern of human interaction 
process under the context of participatory behaviour. 
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Participation and communication—Participation involves sharing of 
value experience which is not possible to occur in a co-ordinated: way 
without presence of some communion between. interacting- individuals. ` 
lt is‘assumed that it is gerundive to form a community of conditional 
relations in the form of input and feed-back of some verbal, instrumental 
and or written messages. This condition-.is also assumed to be true in 
the other way round ; without some form of communication, participation 
is not possible. Communication, is- usually described as, whenever an’ 
individual transmits a message that is received by another individual 
and is acted upon by that individual?!. Under the perview of this 
description it can be said that all communicating situations do not 
involve participation,—in order to be participative in nature, a communi- 
cation situation must involve a concious attempt by one individual to 
. initiate and transact the behaviour. of another individual through some 
established | transmission principles. It is obvious that this process is 
really a complex situation which involves four basic variables —communica- 
tor, the message, the channel of communication and the receiver. Each 
one of them has got intrinsic peculiarities and each one. either singly or 
conjointly can influence the. whole Process of participation. Hence 
something of the understanding of their nature is deemed essential for 
the progress of the present paper. 


_ + a) Communicator—In any participating situation - a “participator 
is both a communicator and a receiver. -But for the present, pinpointing- 
an individual in an interacting situation asa communicator, one can 
‘develop the construct that the whole process ‘of participation is’ an 
independent variable for the experimental strategy. This area of commu- 
‘nication research is- dockated as source-credibility of interaction process 
by no less a person than Aristotle??. It is said that. source-credibility 
is dependent -upon better: preparation by some communicator, better 
delivery of a speech, more effective use of, gestures to carry ideas and: like. 
factors which can be grouped under the general heading,—personality. 
The importance of source-credibility for effective communication has 
-been experimentally demonstrated by. many, only to mention two of 
them**,?4. In this connection it has further been demonstrated that the 
credibility of the communicator is neither a single characteristic nor a set. 
of characteristics but is a set of perceived values by the receiver. Unless 
this source, may it be age, sex, role,: status, or porsonality is perceived 
and evaluated on the basis of experience from other sources by the 
receiver, he will- not- be in-a position to interact with the communi- 
cator®5,?°27,  Intrinsically this situation is understandable’ when the- 
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Geminnicater actually shares his ideas with the receiver with competence 
and ` trustworthiness. The interaction is the -katakinetic ptocess of this: 
participatory situation where the . communicator: and the receiver- 
establish their relations on the principle of “‘intentions’®*. In this sense,- 
participation is adjunct to communication, the reversible n-ach of the- 
communicator and the receiver: ` i 


(b) Message—The communicator communicates with thé receiver 
through some mediating content’-which ‘is the objective base of sharing 
of ideas. This objective base is generally defined as message. The 
meaning -and structure of message must have’ comparable value between 
communicator and the recever. an ~ f 


The similarities of the. various stimuli ‘for the communicator and 
the receiver as a mediating base can be considered equivalent as meanings 
as it relates to expressed language, gestures, intonations, syntaxes. This 
is due to the fact that the communicator and the receiver mutually 
share the meaning environment?? and have reached to that particular 
stage of cognition through the vatious ‘(conotative and denotative) 
developmental phases since their birth? 31. ‘In this connection a bit 
of motivational focus is to be shed on the message itself, when it is to be 
argued that participation - is ‘possible only when a communicator secures 
some response in terms of opinion, affect or action from a receiver. The 
receiver, if not share the same meaning with the communicator there 
would be a break in participation.. This is a problem in denotation of 
the message. It is observed that abstract terms in communication instead - 
of using comparatively concrete ones, fail to educe the intended response 
due to dissimilar psychical reality -between the communicator and the 
receiver.: However, even when some. forms of abstractions have deemed. 
essential by the communicator in’ certain: interacting situation, he may 
elicit-the responses from the receiver by inducing relearning the: message, . 
classifying the context, varying “certain notions through the process of-. 
negation and ‘advancing an operational definition for the idea as a ‘whole. 
It is psychologically possible if he is somehow motivated to be involved 
in the process itse!f?®. This denotative re-orientation of the «message 
lead the communicator and the receiver into the “mutially shared 
environment”’?®, —and participation ensures.” Messages having’ connota- 
tive meanings: in terms of affective'values pose some problems iñ interac- 
ting situations. Generally the use of metaphors and other connotative 
words, at the initial stage, educé the receiver to respond and thús- initiate 
the participatory conditions. But the intensity of the’ correlates*.of — 
language-in terms of the social usuage?* may enhance ‘or inhibit the 
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relations- between the communicator and the receiver. When it enhances 
in any way, it is supposed that participatory activity in an interacting 

situation becomes secured. Similarly the obverse is also a fact in the 
conditions of ‘detraction?®. -Hence the basic units-of any message 
inducive of participation aré the ideas, and meanings that the communi- 
-cator focuses to the situation. ln order for the participating communi- 
cation te occur, the communicator’ advances his ideas in the from of 
language and then transmits that Janguge in an understandable style which, 
can be shared by the receiver. It is a fact from the day-to-day observation 
that ideas can be expressed with different words in the same language- 
_code and that the use of different modifiers can change or alter a receiver, 

impression of the message. Messages -are not made up of words 
only but of larger units like phrases, sentences, and so on (in terms of 
face-to-face communication-situajion). ‘Here definitely some kind of intra- 
psychic organisation is essential, otherwise no global meaning will be 

detected by the receiver. This organization is conceived as based, on the 
“motivated sequence” and “logical ordering” that lead the receiver down 
the same path that the communicator is expected to go for himself. There 
are generally five such steps,—attention, need, satisfaction, visualization 
and action®® which are the psychological bases of participatory situation 

and may be terméd as “motivational actualization.” 


- (c). Channel of Communication—The most rudimentary channel of 
communication between the source and the receiver is the face-to-face 
situation. The present electronic age has made possible to convert the 
channel. from face-to-face. situations to interposed communication situ- 
ations.®7 Studies -show that, specially for urban communities where 
people are familiar with the interposed instruments in the communication 
channel, no significant amount of difference exist between the method of 
contacting in face-to-face situations with the same message presented over 
by modern gadgets. of communication®®’®, But psychologically consider- 
ing the nature of informal social communication® in relation to changes 
of opinion, perception, affect and, action, it is the expectation of the 
communicator that the receiver has really been aroused, and he is in a- 

position to reciprocate.+1~** Also under, the context of social. change, it 
has been found that -changes produced through mass-media. become 
highly enhanced through the operations. of the “‘opinion leaders’*® 47 ; 
This influence of “opinion leaders’ is one of the positive and lasting 
effects of face-to-face interaction between two individuals. Here a parti- 
cular message has been received by two individuals but under two different 
mental sets ; one is non-chalant and other is interested. The non-chalant 
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individual is a friend or man of confidence of the interested person. They 
talked with each other; as a result their opinion or attitude becomes 
changed in either direction: . 


‘From the above it can be argued that whatever. be the channel of 
commucation, at a ‘particular stage, particular to the level of the proximal 
variant conditions between the source and receiver, face-to-face commu- 
nication is needed to give effect- to the intent of the message. At the’ 
root of this, it is supposed that some sharing of values, experience and 
affects between the communications individuals. are psychologically 
concomitant conditions. Consequantly, in defining. the channel of 
communication, the identification of the communicator and the receiver 
must be established as the participating individuals through some sharing 
of experiences, purpose or task. This proposal may help to explain 
psychologically the whole gamut of the structure of communication 
process, which has been concurrently described beautifully and obviously 
systematically butt appears as too mechanical and full of monolithic 
representation. 


~ This position helps to define a group further as conceived in section 
.1.2asa plurality of participating individuals and no further, as the very 
process of communication is construed here as intricate to participation. 
Even -then the definition lacks the subtlety of a broad query about the 
initiatory purpose of the formation and function of a plurality of the 
participating individuals. The generic factor involves here that-the indivi- 
duals come into a participating situation only when there are some 
problems of life or principle which are to be solved and some kind of - 
decision is to be achieved. Hence to get further clarification on 
participating, it is likely one should ‘delve into the decision-making 
process. i ; 
Decision-making and Participation-— For his very survival, man is a- 
social animal‘t® and he is also a thinking being. Psychologically, thinking 
“has been equated with problem-solving behaviour through utilizing 
memories and previously learnt concepts.5° Without entering into the 
polemics embedded in the vast.amount of the studies conducted in this 
area, an apparently small but fundamental fact is observed that in case 
of human beings, problem-solving is’ an internal process, aided and 
facilitated by some external event.5' This external event is identified as 
“instructions” in case of a thinker individually trying to solve problem in 
a laboratory situation.. The specific functions of the “instructions” are 
informing the thinker as -to. the nature of the required soluation, to 
C.R.—10 ` : 


74 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW ` [ JAN.-MAR. ~’ 


recognize the matching of a standard so that the behaviour may be 
brought toa closure, to distinguish relevant aspects of the stimulus situ- 
ation, to stimulate recall of appropriate concepts and rules and guiding 
the thought process in. certain direcation®? But when a collection of two 
or more - individuals who-are in face-to-face interaction with one another, 
have individual perception of their unity, have ability and tendency to act 
in a unitary manner towards their environment’? when confront a 
problem, try to solve it by discussion method. Under this situation tħe 
activity role in relation to one another can be visualised as an equilateral 
process in the groups as described as individuals acting as ‘subjects’ 
under the E’s verbal communications as ‘instructions.’ Specifically, ideas 
are introduced by the individuals, in any discussion situation, in the form 
of a suggestion, an emphasis, an example, a substitution and like or merely 
express each others affirmation or rejection of the point atissue. Thus 
there sets in within the psychological make up a dynamic condition of an 
“idea-in-the making,”—a preliminary idea changed by the work of the 
individuals through oral and verbal modification untit! it represents their 
cumulative, developing point of view. “This process of co-operation ` 
works in the building of a group judgement which represents the inform- 
ation values and thinking of all members is the crux” of the whole 
process.5* For any interaction situation where some goal is to- be 
achieved this process is supposed to be very important and can be 
designated as decision-making process. It “is the process by which the 
alternatives available to the members are reduced... ‘and initiation into 
action follows.”5* More specifically it is the product where the potency 
of one alternative has become zero, or is so decidedly diminished that the 
other alternatives and the corresponding forces dominate the situation. 5° 
In this situation various opinions held by different individuals in a group 
have been converted into a single decision capable of steering group. 
activities to achieve the goal. In determining the psychological factors 
of this conversion-process of graded trial-and-error it can be cited that 
“the many determinants, both formal and informal, of participation and 
power combine in some fashion to create among the members of a group 
_ particular. distribution which influence over each group decision.”5? 
"These determinants have been characterised as both cognitive and motiv- 
ational.5®-®3 A cognitive-motivational system of this type is supposed to 
be operational within the framework of a. group of individuals: when 
_ initiative taken by one or more individuals are supported by others with 
reference to the context of group action. This ‘ offective-initiative’ 
process®* is effective only when some feed-back of values, experiences 
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and actions between one individual to the other and vice versa of that 
reference groups are involved. 

With the help of the above analysis, it is proposed that the very act 
of decision-making by a group of individuals is equivalent to a collective 
problem-solving behaviour. Further, the process becomes effective 
through the participatory feed-back as comparable to ‘instructional’ feed- 
back in individual problem-solving situation. 


Reference Groups and Participation—The conceptual model so far 
formulated, may further be conceived here that unless otherwise there 
exist some agreed-upon rules of behaviour or ‘norms’, no collective 
activity and congruent attitude between the interacting individuals in 
the process of achieving some common end, goal or objective (as an 
‘element or whatever may be its contextual nature) is possible to, be in 
operation, especially with reference to some motivational sequences’. 
These ‘norms’, represent shared frames of reference and are the products 
of mutual social reinforcement and individual feed-back system, The 
cognitive aspects of the situation which are shared by different individuals 
in an interacting situation are attitudes, which are the persistent readi- 
ness to perceive, think and feel about an object in ways which lead to 
certain shared conclusions. The distinctive quality of a collection of 
interacting individuals is considered as their shared attitudes, norms and 
roles. A group defines the individuals in it in these terms and gives to 
these individuals frames of reference about things and other individuals 
including themselves®*, Further it is construed that when certain behavi- 
oural tendencies are elicited in individuals comprising a group by ego- 
drives and incentives, those individuals will engage in various behaviours 
until reinforcements are obtained and the reinforced behaviours persists. 
Individuals often obtain reinforcments from some behaviours of other 
persons and are negatively reinforced by certain other behaviours. Thus 
it may be conceived that interacting individuals can not achieve reinforce- 
ments simultaneously. If the individuals, in such an interacting situation 
where preference for goals with relation to certain role becomes different, 
are to receive reinforcement, each must additionally engage in a behaviour 
which is not reinforceing for himself but somehow to all. Such “trading” 
may be worked out through power-operation or through the adoption 
of various ego-defence mechanisms (*)66°, However, it has also been 
observed that if the interacting individuals can agree on some ‘rules’ for 
“trading”, the use of power continuosly is not necessary and the 
“preferred modes of cognizing” are in operation. Such a rule will include | 
‘an agreed-upon signal for trading’. After transformations have been 
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effected from one activity to another, the above arrangement becomes 
sufficiently rewarding for each individual and the “‘trading’’ persists. 
When such an agreement is present between the interacting individuals, 
and is accepted to some degree: by eacn under the perview of a social 
system, a ‘norm’ is said to come into existence®?,°8, In terms of the 
individual, then this ‘norms’ is conformed on his awareness of the expected 
behaviour or attitude and his motivation to adopt that standard®9,7°, 
Here in one sense the individuals interact in a generic group where they 
wish to belong or by: which they want to be accepted. In another sense, 
individuals conform to a group where they compare themselves in respect 
to their individual success, personal qualities and so on7!, Both the 
above formulations of a collection of an interacting individuals have been 
designated as the characteristics of reference groups? ®. l 


= From the above discussion an important concept of conformity 
and deviation-behaviour of interacting individuals is visualised. Confor- 
mity and deviation refer respectively, .to behaviours appraised in a” 
favourable light and the behaviours condemned as inappropriate, wrong 
objéctionable even punishable by other people. Conformity is always 
: conformity to something. - Deviation is always departure from something. 
And: the objective definitions of these somethings are the actual or 
anticipated evaluations of some set of people.?? The psychological 
relationship of conformity or deviation in terms of any ‘norm’ to which 
an individual is exposed under the influence of his reference group is 
‘meaningful only when that individual is able to share and evaluate the 
` whole situation™?. In this connection it will not be inappropriate to 
consider the vast majority of group activities where individuals willingly 
and without overt pressures regulate their behaviour in terms of ‘norms’, 
Here some sharing between ascription of responsibility and awareness of 
Consequences in activation with relation to norms have taken place. 
Further, -in this connection to understand the role of the followers or 
initiators of a gang or aclique or of such sort of groups, “compliance 
of external pressures” cannot explain their behaviour. The patterned 
-webs of inter-personal ties among individual members, translated day 
after day into concrete action-situations in significant activities are basic 
to sustaining the individual. members’ conception of themselves. Thus, 
thesé ate basic to understanding their conformity or non-conformity to 
the group—values and to their conceptions of what is right and wrong ; 
their actual behaviours to the currents of interaction in the social schemes 
that really count for them” °. 


Conclusion—From the above discussion, it is a evident in fine that 
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in almost all group situation when the invididuals interact with one 
another to take active part either covertly or overtly in ‘some goal- 
oriented action—they are ego-involved and fundamentally, they participate. 

As such it may be suggested that for any social planning or in any socio- 
economic activation schedule, this psychological back-ground of human 
participation should be duly taken into consideration. A planning should 
not in this sense be an economic planning only but also man-power 

planning. - 
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T. S. ELIOT'S “THE FAMILY REUNION” 
AND., WILERED- OWEN’S POETRY 


SASI BHUSAN DAS 


_ The posthumous fame of Wilfred Owen spread far and wide in the 
_nineteen-thirties after the publication by Edmund Blunden of the second 
and enlarged edition of Owen’s “poems in 1931. The appearance in 193) 
in the influential Criterion,’ which ‘was edited by Eliot himself, ‘of a 
sensitive -and thoughtful essay by I. M. Parsons, the longest and fullest 
critical essay on Owen to have appeared up to that date (July 1931),’ 
further accelerated the spread of Owen’s influence. ~ 


It is a well-known ` fact that the nineteen-thirties group of poets— 
W. H. Auden, C. Day Lewis, Stephen Spender and Louis Macneice—was 
considerably influenced bythe poetry of Owen.! C. Day Lewis in his 
A Hope for Poetry (1934) has acknowledged the debt by ‘linking Owen - 
with T. S. Eliot and Gerard Manley Hopkins as ‘the three poetic ancestots 
of the Auden group’. In 1935 Stephen Spender paid his tribute to Owen 
in his Destructive Element, and in 1938 Louis Macneice acknowledged 
Owen’s importance in his Modern Poetry. Amidst this fame galore of 
Owen’s poetry in that decade, Eliot in 1934 made certain observations in 
an essay which deserve a reference here. Eliot had the First World War 
in mind when in 1934 he spoke of ‘any naturally horrifying phenomenon 
like war’ and made an incidéntal reference to the effects of the war in the 
following words in his essay, Catholicism and International Order : 


“We may find that the proportion of futile suffering, and of 
that kind of suffering which makes men worse rather than ` 
better, which abates their human dignity ‘and deadens their 
sense of responsibility, is by far too high ; a that the total 

. effect is at best one of futility.” ? : 

. We can see that in the above passage Eliot has simply echoed the 
sentiments which have found -exquisite éxpression in some of Owen’s 
poems such as Futility, Insensibility, and Strange Meeting. i 

Three years later in 1937 Eliot started to work on the writing of his 
verse drama The Family Reunion. The drama was produced in 1939 
shortly before the outbreak of the Second World War. : 

In Eliot’s The Family Reunion there is one Dr. Owen. The doctor, 
who is the namesake of the war poet, does not actually appear on the 

` CR—I1 : 
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stage, but ls referred to half a dozen times in the play. The association of 

- the doctor’s name with the war poet’s might be regarded as an accidental 
coincidence and, therefore, be dismissed ‘as insignificant. But one has 
reason to suspect the coincidence to be merely accidental when he finds 
that afew other names of the play have been discovered to have 
had their literary associations. Thus some of the names such 
as Ivy, Violet, and Monchensey have been discovered by Harold 
F. Brooks in the epigraph to. Browning's. drama Colombes 
Birthday. Harry, the hero of the play, has ‘also, according to Grover 
Smith, some associations with Harry in Shakespeare’s Henery IV, Part I, 
as representing the type of those who redeem time while ostensibly wasting Í 
it.t We can also see that the Chorus. and the Eumenides are bodily — 
transplanted into a modern drama from the Greek dramas of Aeschylus. 
Then, again, the supernatural theme of Eliot’s play also owes something to 
the ghost stories of Henry James and the Oresteia of Aeschylus. It is 
probable then that the war poet is symbolically concealed in the doctor, 
although the latter is not so prominent a personage as to screen from our ` 
‘view the great war poet. 

Our question now is: What is the significance, if there be any at 
all,.of this oblique allusion to the war poet in a ‘drawing-room comedy’ 
that has nothing to do with the war? Before attempting to answer the 
question, we should consider the central theme of the play for any possible 
association with the poetry of Wilfred Owen, the war poet. 


It is important to note that the play was produced in London at the 
Westminister Theatre in March, 1939, i.e. a few months before the out- 
break of the Second World War. Highly sensitive to associations as Eliot 
was, it was not unlikely that he was reminded of the great war poet of 
the First World War, when under the shadow of the Second he was 
writing his Family Reunion. It will be seen that in spite of its un- 
satisfactory and incongruous allusion to the Oresteia of Aeschylus and, 
partially, to the ghost stories of Henry James, the central theme of Eliot’s 
The Family Reunion runs, in its essentials, parallel to the theme of Owen’s 
The Fates. Within the short compass of a sonnet, and in a different 
context, Owen creates in The Fates a situation, the central idea of which 
seems to hover over and dominate the life of Harry, the hero of Eliot's 
play. The ‘informers to the Fates’ spy on the poet and haunt him 
wherever he moves: ‘If I move they move.’ Owen’s solution is to 
escape from the Fates and seek shelter in the.world of ‘beauty and art. 
_ To quote Dr. Welland, “In The Fates beauty was to be the solution to a 
personal problem of growing old”® : 
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So PH evade the vice and rack of age 
And miss the march of lifetime, stage by stage 


To Harry (who is identifiable with Eliot) and who is similarly 
haunted by the Eumenides or the Furies, the solution is kind of religious 
conversion, or ‘more likely,’ as Grover Smith puts it, “Eliot thought of 
his being some sort of ascetic, like the Christians in the Theban desert.’® 
It will be seen that in The Family Reunicn, Harry, the hero, is confornted 
with a situation similar to Owen’s in The Fates, though ina different 
context. 


The ghosts are his ‘invisible pursuers’, ‘they spy on him’, haunt and 
follow him wherever he goes. He comes back to Wishwood, his home, 
for shelter only to find that they were already there before he arrived. 
He seeks to escape from them. In this critical situation, the solution, 
partly suggested by Agatha and clearly defined by him later, is renuncia- 
tion and acceptance of the life of an ascetic. The attainment of this 
ideal of Christian sainthood is a very hard job, a lifetime’s march’, as is 
hinted in the speech of Agatha : 


Perhaps there is another kind, 
I believe, across a whole Thibet of broken stones 
That lie, fang up, a lifetime’s march 


It is easy to see how Eliot’s phrase, ‘a lifetime’s march’, is strongly 
reminiscent of the last line of Owen’ The Fates quoted above. It is 
interesting to observe that Owen has repeated the phrase in his Strange 
Meeting the influence of which on Eliot’s poetry has been already 
discussed : l 

To miss the march of this retreating world 
Into vain citadels that are not walled 


Owen’s repetition of the phrase is, as has been pointed out by 
Dr. Welland, revealing. In The Fates aestheticism ‘was to bea solution 
‘to a personal problem of growing old’. In Strange Meeting, ‘the dead 
enemy claims to have derived from his earlier aestheticism the power 
that he would have exercised only temporarily and in the interests of 
humanity, not of himself’.’ In Strange Meeting, the phrase would also 
mean that the dead soldier’s astheticism might provide for him and others 
as well an escape ‘from the disintegrative forces at work in the modern 
world’, The phrase gains additional significance when the association 
of Eliot’s context with Owen’s The Fates is remembered. 


Certain other phrases and expressions of Owen’s poem, The Fates, 
are found to reappear in Harry’s speeches in slightly altered forms. 
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The relevant expressions from Owen’s poem and, Eliot’s drama are i do 
side by side to bring out clearly their similarity : 


(i) I know them IfI move they move.—The Fates ` - 

Now I know that all my life has been a flight 

And phantoms fed upon. me while I fled. 

` The Family Reunion, Part Il, Se? ii. 
Ui) And when the cordon tightens of the spies... 
“The Fates | 

They will not let me alap: At the moment before sleep 

I always see their claws distended . 

Quietly ..... —The Family Reunion, Part I, Sc. ii, 
(iii) For Owen ‘there is onè unwatched way’—unwatched by the 

Fates—namely, ‘Beauty’ .—The Fates. 


` For Harry ‘there can be only one itinerary? And one destination’ 
which is, as Grover Smith suggests, ‘Christian sainthood’ or, in Agatha’s 

words, ‘broken stones/That lie. fang up, a lifeiime’s ‘march’ 
—The Family Part I, Sc.ii. 


Or, ‘But I know ‘thes is only one way out of the defilement etc.’ 
—The Family Reunion Reunion. 


(iv) Time, in disguise as one who serves and waits—The Fates. 
bias should they wait until I come back to Wishwood ? 
—The Family - Reunion, Part I, Se. i. 


(v) They watch me; those informers to the Fates,...I know them. 
' o —The Fates. 
Since I know you are there, I know you are spying on me. 
—Harry’s speech in The Family Reunion, Part II, Sc.ii. 
(It may be noted that the word ‘ spy’ also occurs in Owen’s poem 
. as may be seen in (ii) ) 


- It is interesting to observe that the word ‘escape’, which clinches 
the central problem of Owen’s poem and Eliot’s play, occurs in Owen’s 
poem only once, whereas in. Eliot’s play it occurs many times. This is 
of course to be expected from the nature of the mediums which the poets 
have chosen for the statement of their themes. - The greater freedom 
Eliot’s dramatic form can admit of elaboration of his theme in a manner 
which the limitation of Owen’s sonnet form cannot. All Harry’s hectoring 
to the members of his family is an- expression of his desire to escape. 


- Thus we can see that in different places in Harry’s speeches scattered 
throughout the play, most of the significant phrases associated with the 


è 


« 
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central ioe of Owen’s The Fates are found to recur. One or two.of 
these phrases miy also be found to ozcur im- the speeches of other - 
chardcters who have an important bearing on the development of the 
` action of the’ play. It is not possible for want of space to analyse all 
these speeches, . - But one or two may be conveniently analysed here. Take 
for instance the’ following lines from Agatha’ s speech (Part I, Sc. ii. )i 


‘Agatha : . You and I; Mary, 
. Are only watchers‘and waiters... 


The corresponding verbs of watchers and waiters, it will be seen, 
occur in Owen’s The Fates in the lines—‘They watch me’ and ‘one who 
serves ‘and waits’. It may be. remembered that in the same speech 
Agatha admits that she is speaking with a deeper knowledge than any 
other character in-the play. Agatha and Mary-are, in fact, watchers and 
waiters in the same sense in which Owen says, .‘And those I hold my. 
trustiest friends may prove/Agents of Theirs to take me if I stray/From 
fatal ordinance. If I move they:move—’. Harry’s ‘trustiest friends,’ the : 
members of his family, are, tn a sense, as Eliot represents them in the 
play, the agents of the Eumenides. . The hint of the ascetic life (Broken 
stones, fang up, a lifetime’s march.’) which Harry contemplates to lead 
was in fact provided-by Agatha who insisted on Harry’s leaving the house. 
Agatha’s identification with the Eumenides is made apparent, as Grover 
Smith suggests, by the fact that in Part II, Sé. ii she ‘steps into the place 
which the Eumenides had occupied.’® It may be seen that Owen’s use. of 
the verb ‘waits’ in his sense of the Fates waiting for him is also used by 
_ Eliot in Harry’ s speech as in—‘‘Why should they wait until I come back 
to Wishood ?” (Family Reunion, Part I, Se, i.). 


Now we can.see the bearing of the force of Owen’s phrases 
and expressions as embodied in The Fates on the theme of Eliot’s 
The Family Reunion. The appearance of the Eumenides at Wishwood on 
Harry’s arrival there is also symbolical ; in other words, in his family 
circle, Harry found once more the Eumenides he sought to escape from 
while he was abroad. A further .identification of the Eumenides with 
the members of Harry’s family is made apprent by Harry’s first speech 
concerning the Eumenides (Part I, Sc. i.). In that speech Harry says that 
the Eumenides who had been invisibly pursuing him, make themselves 
visible for the first time at Wishwood ; “This is the-first time that I have 
seen them.” When therefore Harry finally leaves home for his desti- 
nation which is, as Grover Smith suggests, unquestionably ‘christian 
sainthood,’ he escapes. nom the living Eumenides visibly Represented by 
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the members of his family. For were they notall in a sènse involved 
in the family curse which he is called upon ‘to expiate and of which he 
is simply the victim ? Grover Smith remarks : 


“though in the kindly Furies the eyes represented God, 
they are first the vigilant eyes of Harry’s family. The literal 
aspect. of The Family Reunion conceals this identification ; 
but in an unconscious aspect the symbol i is mightier than its 
diverse co- ordinates. »9 


In Part I, Sc. ii of The Family Taen: Harry decides finally to 
leave his house for good and announces his decision to Agatha, his 
mother’s sister : 


“And I know that I must go.” 


This is Harry’s decision in a critical situation in response to an inner 
voice symbolised by the Eumenides, now become his ‘bright angels.’ 
Although in Owen’s poem, And I Must Go, the context is different, Owen 
also had to make his decision in a critical situation. Of the various 
calls that came to Owen, the war poet ultimately responded to the call of 
the suffering humanity and in almost identical word : 


“A voice I know. And I must go.”-——(Owen : And I Must Go). 


“It may be observed that the lines quoted above happen to be the 
last lines, respectively, of Harry’s speech and Owen’s poem. A similar 
echo of Owen’s voice can also be heard in Mary’s desire to leave the 
house as expressed to Agatha : 


“I know I ‘must go.” 


` The speech which contains Harry’s decision to leave the house is 
preceded by a speech of Agatha in reply to Harry’s query as to whether 
they would meet again. This speech may be relevant to our topic as 
being suggestive of an indirect reference to the title of Owen’s Strange 
Meeting which, as we have seen, influenced Eliot.so profoundly : 
. Agatha: Shall we ever meet again ? . 

And who will meet again? Meeting is for strangers. 

Meeting is for those who do not know each other. 
It should be mentioned here, as we shall see later, that neither for 
Owen nor for Eliot the escape theme ends with either The Fates or The 
Family Reunion, respectively. By the impact of the War Owen’s theme 
was considerably modified in his war poetry. And curiously enough, Eliot 
also developed the theme further in ‘a latter play, The Confidential Clerk, 
more or less along the line in which Owen had developed the theme in 


. 
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some of his war poems. To this common aspect of the escape theme 
we shall return soon. But let us for a moment consider another aspect 
common to Owen’s poem Happiness and Eliot’s The Family Reunion. 


It is interesting to observe that something of the idea of Qwen’s 
Happiness seems to have crept, though in a- different context, in the - 
first conversation between Harry and’ Marry (Part I, Sc. ii.). The 
conversation centres, generally speaking, round the theme of Owen’s 
Happiness, of time and‘ change, of ‘the ‘happiness our mother gave us’ 
in childhood, of too ‘sorrowful wrongs for’ their hands’ pardoning, of. 
‘the old Happiness is unreturning,’ hope and hopelessness. Owen must - 
have shared Harry’s experience, though in a different situation, of “That 
sudden comprehension of the death of hope” when he wrote of the ‘hope’ 
of his ‘doomed youth’ : 


“Boys have n no sadness ree than our hope.” 


Making allowances for the difference ‘in the contexts, the conversation 
between Mary and Harry may be regarded as an exposition of the 
central theme of Owen’s Happiness, and, conversely, Owen’s poem might 
serve aS an exquisite and very appropriate chorus, like one of those 
introduced by Eliot, on this scene between Harry and Mary. Torn from 
its context, the following speech of Harry might have been written by 
Owen as well in the context of the Grear War : 


Harry : One thing you cannot know : 
The sudden extinction of every alternative, 
The unexpected crash of the iron cataract. 
You do not know what hope is, until you have lost it. 
You only know what it is not'to hope : 
You donot know what it is to have hope taken iom you, 
Or to fling it away, to join the legion of the hopeless 
_Unrecognised by other men, though sometimes by each other. 
It may noted here that spring imagery is dominant both in Eliot’s and 
Owen’s poetry. The following passage on spring is quoted from one of 
the speeches of Harry in the lyrical duologue between him and Mary 
(Part I, Sc. ii): 
Harry : Spring is an issue of blood 
A season of sacrifice . 
And the wail of the new full tide 
Returning the ghosts of the dead 
Those whom the winter drowned 
Do not the ghosts of the drowned 
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Return to land in the spring ? 
Do the dead want to return ? 


Compare the above passage with the following pasiage from Owen’s 
Winter Song: 


From off your face, into the winds of winter, 

Tlie sun-brown and the summer-gold are blowing ; 
But they shall gleam (again) with spiritual glinter, 
When paler ‘beauty on your brows falls snowing, 
, And through those snows my looks shall be soft-going. 


‘The first thing that strikes the reader is that the i imagery of rebirth is 
common to both passages. The ghosts of the dead drowned by winter 
“are returned by spring. This is the seasonal rebirth in Eliot’s passage. 
But the idea is carried into the spiritual sphere as the next two speeches 
of Harry and Mary so clearly suggest, It is easy to see that the idea of 
the same spiritual rebirth is conveyed in Owen’s linés quoted above. ` 

_ As for Eliot so for Owen the spring is the principle of the quicken- 
ing of life. But in Eliots lines this quickening implies painfulness 
whereas, in Owen’s lines there is no indication of any pain in the spiritual 
rebirth. On the other hand, there is joy in the spiritual or the seasonal 
rebirth as in the following line from Owen’s Song of .Songs: ‘Even às 
Spring that laugheth into leaf.’ The line that follows shows that the 
same joy is implied in the spiritual rebirth as well: “Even as Love that 
laugheth after Life.” -Spring;- instead of creating pain as it does in. 
Eliot’s poetry, acts as an anodyne in Owen’s as in the following, lines 
from his Spring Offensive `. 


For though the summer sord into their veins 
Like an injected drug for their bodies pains...... 


Spring as the principle of the quickening of life i is salso seen in the folowing 
lines from Owen’s A Terre : . . 


Spring wind would work its way to my lung ; 
And grow me legs as quick as lilac shoots. 


It must be noted here that the association of lilacs with spring in Owen’s - 
lines reappears in the opening lines of Eliot’s The Waste Land: 


April is the cruellest month, breeding 
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing 
Memory and desire, stirring 

Dull roots with spring rain. 
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Mr. David E. Jones’s remarks on these lines may be quoted with 
relevance here : 
“The parallel between the painfulness ‘of apiril rebirth 
‘and the pain of sessional renewal is also suggested in the 
opening lines of The Waste Land. 22.4-0) 


Harry’s speech ‘Spring is an issue of blood etc.’ » will be found, if carefully 
analysed, to disguise varied echoes of some Jines of some such poems of 
Owen’s as Winter Song (second half), The Unreturning, A Terre and 
Spring Offensive. The first two lines of the passage for instance may 
symbolically convey the idea of the sacrifice of ‘blood in the spring 
offensive of 1917 so pictorially described by Owen im his Spring Offensive. 
The form of interrogation in the last three lines of Harry’s speech has its 
parallel in such lines of Owen’s as 


Shall they return to the beatings of great bells 
In wild train-loads ? —(The Send-off) . 
or, Shall life renew these bodies ? Of a truth 
All death will He annul, all tears assuage 9  —The End 


And the idea embodied in them (the last three lines of Harry’s speech) 
is more or less paralleled i in the octave of Owen’s sonnet The Unreturning : 


Then fell.a stillness such as harks appalled 

When far-gone dead return upon the world. 

There watched I for the Dead ; but no ghost woke. 
Each one whom Life exiled I named and called. 
But they were all too far, or dumbed, or thralled ; 
And never one fared back to me or spoke. ` 


Let us now consider the following extract from the closing Chorus of 
Part I, Se. i. of Eliot’s The Family Reunion : 


“In an old house there is always listening, and more is heard . 
$ than is spoken. 
And what is spoken remains in the room, waiting for 
l the future to hear it. 
And whatever happens began in the past, and pressess 
hard on the future. 
The agony in the curtained bedroom, whether of birth 
z f . or of dying,’ 
. Gathers in itself all the voices of the past, and 
> projects them into the future. 
In the above passage, I feel the reverberations of Owėn’s The Roads 
Also. These reverberations baffle Penis analysis, but are nevertheless 
C.R.—12 
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Eliot’s passage and Owen’s poem are both written in the symbolist 
manner. In his passage Eliot introduces his favourite theme of time : 
the past is not past, but is present in the present ‘and presses hard on 
the future’. The concept of time as a flow emanating from the past 
and emerging into the future through the present, is presént in Owen’s 
poem as well. This is clearly seen in the second and the third stanzas of 
Owen’s poem : 

The old houses muse of the old days 

And their fond trees leaning on them doze, 

On their steps chatter and clatter stops, 

On their doors a strange hand taps. 

Men remember alien ( ) ardours 

As the dusk unearths old mournful odours. 

In the garden unborn child souls wail 

And the dead scribble on walls. 


Certain key words and phrases are also found to be common to both 
passages. The most important ones are: the ‘old house’ (Owen uses 
plural for Eliot’s singular), ‘room’ (appears in the first stanza of Owen’s | . 
poem and, in Eliots’ Chorus, a few lines further down the quoted 
extract). Other significant words common to Eliot’s Chorus and Owen’s 
poem are: ‘steps’, ‘wail’ (noun in Eliot’s Chorus and plural verb in 
Owen’s poem), and ‘hear’. For Eliot’s ‘birth’ and ‘dying’, Owen has 
‘unborn’ and ‘dead’. The first two lines of Eliot’s Chorus correspond 
to the second stanza of Owen’s poem. A critical analysis of the two 
extracts will show. that they convey, more .or less, the same idea in 
different words. It is the spirit of silence which dominates Eliot’s 
‘old house’ and Owen’s ‘old houses’. In Eliot’s passage, the silence is~ 
indicated by the two short sentences: ‘there is always listening, and 
more is heard than is spoken’, and in Owen’s lines it is suggested by 
some such significant words and phrases as ‘muse’, ‘doze’, ‘and chatter 
and clatter stops’. The idea of ‘listening’ as in Eliot’s lines is implied 
in Owen’s lines and can be inferred from the fourth line of the quoted 
extract. ‘The strange hand taps’ implies that the stranger who taps on 
the doors does so in the expectation of ‘listening’ to the voices from 
within the ‘old houses’. 

The idea contained in Eliot’s ‘And what is spoken remains in the 
room, waiting for the future to hear it’ is also anticipated in the second 
stanza of Owen’s poem, and the couple of line’ that follows it confirms, 
more or less, the identity of ideas. Again, Eliot’s line ‘The agony in the 
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curtained bedroom, whether of birth or of dying’ also has its counter- 
‘part in Owen’s 


In the garden unborn child souls wail... . 
_ Though their own child cry for them in tears 


Finally, does not Eliot’s ‘the treble voices on the lawn’ suggest a counter- 
part to Owen’s ‘In the garden unborn child souls wail’ ? 


Now is perhaps the time to answer the question which we put in 
the beginning of this section: What is the significance of an oblique 
allusion to the name of the war poet figuring in the drama as Dr. Owen ? 
In Eliots drama Dr. Owen is reported as attending Harry’s brother, 
John, who had an accident. But neither Dr. Owen nor John makes his 
appearance on the stage. Their behind-the-screen roles also do not 
have any significantly bearing on the development of the action of the 
play. Apparently there is no ostensible explanation as to why Dr. Owen 
should have been mentioned half a dozen times in the play. It may be 
partly explained, as has been already suggested, by the fact that Eliot 
was inveriably “reminded of the great war poet of the First World War, 
when under the shadow of the Second he was writing his play. The 
frequency of mention of Dr, Owen may have a symbolical significance. 
Dr. Owen attending, from behind the screen, Harry’s younger brother, 
John, who is to succeed him as the Lord Monchensey. may suggest, 
` symbolically, the war poet’s subtle and invisible influence on Eliot— 
whose ‘sensibility’ has been pointed out by Grover Smith to be identifiable 
_ with Harry’s! !—from beneath his consciousness. Toward the close of 
the play, Harry’s decision to go from home leaving the care of the house 
and the estate to his brother John may, similarly, symbolise that as the 
War will soon break out it was time that Eliot withdrew from the arena 
and leave it to a new soldier poet of Owen’s stature to make the best 
poetry out of it. a 
Let us now return to the discussion on the further development of 
the escape theme by Owen and Eliot as referred to a short while ago. 


First, let us trace the development in Owen’s war poetry. Owen’s 
aestheticism in the pre-war period was one of the Georgian tradition. For 
Owen as for the Georgians the proper themes of poetry were—‘loneliness, 
love, and beauty.’ Beauty was the world in which Owen sought a refuge 
from the realities of life and as such he assumed a dichotomy between the 
world of beauty and that of reality—a ‘dichotomy’ which in the initial 
` phase of his poetic career had a ‘constricting’ influence on the writing of 
his poetry. Dr. Welland observes that at that time Owen had not ‘the 
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strength of will and intellect to resolve that dichotomy.’!? He observes 
further that some of his early poems suggest ‘a nascent-aestheticism at 
that point of development not wholly integrated either with poetry or with 
personality.’!% Dr. Welland points out further that ‘among the published 
poems this cult of beauty achieves its best expression in The Faies’ which 
- Owen describes as embodying ‘an idea—which is almost my gospel.’!¢ 
Georgian in nature, this aestheticism was prompted by a desire, to use ` 
Dr. Welland’s words again, ‘to escape from the presssing realities of’ his 
time, more or Jess, in the same mianner as in Eliot’s The Family Reunion 
Harry seeks to escape from the pressure of the external reality of his 
family or the family curse into the world of a Christian missionary. 


.Owen’s fragmentary poem Beauty, printed by Edmund Blunden at 
the end of his Notes to his edition of Owen’s poems, is Owen’ s supplement 
“to his Georgian aestheticism : 


The beautiful, the fair, the elegant, . 
Is that which pleases us, says Kant, 
Without a thought of interest of advantage. 


“The passage suggests,” says Dr. Welland, “an affinity with the aestheti- 
cisim that sees beauty as an end in itself, capable of separation from the 
‘thought of interest or advantage’ and presumably from. normal considera- 
tions of morality.” t8 In other words, in the prewar days Owen desired 
to cultivate aestheticism for its own sake or, as we call it, art for its 
own sake. | 


Whatever may have been early aestheticism, the fact remains that he 
failed to realise at that time that his pursuit of beauty cut off from reality 
was incomplete and that it would soon be modified, drasteally; by the 
impact of the War. i 


It appears from one of Owen’ s letters as also from the account 
given of him by his brother biographer, Harold Owen, in his Journey from 
Obscurity, III War, that before Owen had joined the War, his attitude to 
it at least in its initial phase was.one of dislike as, in his opinion, it would 
affect his poetic career. But when he dicided to participate in it he did so 
‘from reasoned thinking and not from patriotic hysteria.’ To use Owen’s 
words uttered in the course of a conversation with his brother Harold 
yauch later in the War during one of their rare short meetings : 


“Sometimes when I think too much this does make ‘it worse, 
I cannot claim the excuse of being caught...I alone must be | 
reasonsible for myself...... I must always remember it is my 
war... I am acting from my own volition...but others are not 
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«perhaps I can speak for them...can my poetry do this ?...1 
do not know I must do this...but shall I have time or will 
my poetry—not yet born—be killed with me ?” 


His brother’s account throws further light on this matter. “Harold Owen 
says ; “Wilfred having given himself that first year to make his own 
decision was content with the rightness of that decision ; he never wavered 
in this and never looked back with regret. The details of the consequences 
had lost their importance—only the decision mattered...... In our secret 
talks, I sensed enormous dedication in his attitude to the War, almost 
vocational in its intensity I believe he was genuinely unconcerned about 
the outcome. It was only about the perpetration of it about which he 
could think and hope—hope that by some behaviour of his he might in 
some minute way lessen the bitter and unholy suffering and perhaps by 
some action of his strike at the conscience of England and civilization.” +" 


From the above, Owen’s object in participating in the War becomes 
crystal clear. His object was, as he says in one of his last letters to his 
mother as alsoin his poem, And I Must Go, to plead for his suffering 
comrades who could not ‘speak of their distress,’ and through his poetry, 
to mitigate ‘in some minute way’ their suffering, and, at the same time 
‘strike at the conscience of England and civilization.’ 


The War having stood in the way of his pursuit of Georgian aesthe- 
ticism, Owen had to revise his attitude to his aesthetic cult in the light of 
the new reality that stared him in the face. As the new reality crept in, 
his attitude to his aesthetic ideal was accordingly modified. . - 


In the War Owen heard a new call viz., the call of human suffering 
to which he had to respond. This call is explicitly expressed in the poems 
The Calls and And I Must Go which, as Dr. Welland suggests, should be 
read consecutively as one poem.'® Tt is to this call that Owen exclusively 
devoting, during the war, his poetic talent and in the act of devoting to 
this new call his early aestheticism was considerably modified. Here i is 
Dr. Welland’s summery of the contents of the poems : 


“Owen is considering in turn various possible noie themes. 
Labour, childhood and education, religion, military training, 
even the, black market’, fail in turn to arouse any response 
in him; he is impervious to everything except the human 
suffering evoked in the last two stanzas.” ?° 


‘The moaning’ of the suffering humanity was too strong for him to- ignore. 
‘Owen had this call of the human ‘misery’ on the Western Front in mind 
when he made a satiric glance at Tennyson's attitude as embodied in the 
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latter’s Crossing the Bar.** And the ‘happiness for one moment such 
as I have’ of which he speaks in the same letter and which Tennyson 
never had, may quite possibly refer to the happiness of his discovery of a 
new world of beauty in the human suffering. And the ‘misery’ which 
Owen says of Tennyson as never having had, is expressly the misery of his 
fellow soldiers in the fighting line. ‘Tennyson* it seems, Owen continues 
in that letter, was always a great child. So should I have been, but for 
Beaumont Hamel. (Not before January 1917 did I write the only lines of 
mine that carry-the stamp of maturity—these : 


But the old happiness is unreturning, . 
Boys have no grief as grievous as youth’s yearning ; 
Boys have no sadness sadder than our hope.) 


“So should I have been, but for Beaumont Hamel’—This line is strongly 
suggestive of the change in his mind under the impact of the war. The 
‘maturity’ of which he speaks: here is the ‘maturity’ of his poetic powers _ 
and vision, the maturity of his outlook on life under the impact of the 
war as also the maturity of his new aesthetic vision. 
Dr. Welland says : 
“In The Fates- beauty was to be the solution toa 
personal problem of growing old: 
` So I'll evade the vice and rack of age ~ 
And miss the march of lifetime, stage by stage. 


In Strange Meeting the dead enemy claims to have 
derived from his earlier aestheticism the power 


To miss the march of this retreating world 


(the repetition of phrase is revealing) but it is a power 
that he would have exercised only temporarily and in the 
interests of humanity, not of himself. It is in that poem 
that Owen comes nearestto the synthesis between religion 
and the cult of beauty that he was incapable of earlier, 
and for him as for the protagonist of Strange Meeting it 
was his experience of war that gave him this insight. 


War did not destroy Owen’s idea of beauty but it 
widened it immeasurably, as is apparent not only from 
Apologia pro Poemate Meo but also from the fragmentary 
poem Beauty...” T2 i 


The ’secret gate’ in The Fates through which Owen desired to escape 
from the pressing actualities of ‘his time in the pre-war days into the 


. 
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world of beauty is transformed in Starnge Meeting into the dream of a 
profound dull tunnel’ down which the poet seemed to haye ‘escaped’ 
‘out of battle’. But the dream has for its content ‘the actuality of the 
tunnelled dug-outs’ of the Western Front. Referring to this poem 
Edmund Blunden says: “it is dream only a stage further on than the 
actuality of-the tunnelled dug-outs with their muffied security, their smoky 
dimness, their rows of soldiers painfully sleeping, their officers and 
sergeants and corporals attempting to awaken those for.duty, and the 
sense presently of ‘going up’ the ugly stairway to do some one in the.. 
` uglier mud above a good turn. Out of those and similar materials Owen’s 
transforming spirit has readily created his wonderful phantasma.”?3 

In short, Owen's new aestheticism was not disassociated from the 
reality, but integral to it. 


Now, briefly put, the pattern of development of Owen’s aestheticism 
is somewhat as follows : . : 


Having failed to impose his own terms on life, Owen accepted (to 
use Sir Claude’s words in T. S. Eliot’s The Confidential Clerk) the terms 
life offered him. He accepted the war and after his acceptance of it he 
never looked back with regret, but tried his best to extract what ideal 
he could from the terms offered to him by life and the poetry he wrote 
out of the war bears eloquent testimony to what beauty or what ideal he- 
could extract from it. It is thus clear that after having failed to pursue 
his own ideal in the Georgian aestheticism, Owen sought and achieved 
what potential ideal he could find or discover in the real. The observa- 
tions of Grover Smith, as applied to The Confidential Clerk in respect 
of the ideals of Sir Claude and Colby, may be quoted with relevance 
here as having an equal force of application to Owen’s aesthetic ideal : 


“But although one cannot irresponsibly accommodate the 
actual to the ideal, one can certainly, by comprehending the 
actual, extract the ideal potentially in it. The effort does 
not mean, as Sir Claude has unhappily supposed, submitting 
to the grudging terms that life seems to dictate. Quite 
otherwise ; it means finding out what those terms really are 
and making certain with precisely how much of the ideal 
they are consonant. 


And the terms of life may tolerate more of the ideal 
than one imagines For actual circumstances can never 
confine one to but a single choice; they always permit, 
within inevitable bounds, the exercise of a creative act of 


= 
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.will.. This, and not a blindly determining past, shapes one’s 

real future.” ?4 28 : 
Whatever Owen’s earlier aestheticism, divorced from reality, might have 
. been, his war poetry gives ample evidence of his ‘attainment of an ideal 
within the limits of actuality’. Dr. Welland has rightly remarked : 


Owen would have been surprised to dicover posterity -attach- 
ing greater importance to his war poetry than to his more 
conventional lyrics......What he perhaps overlooked is: the, 
way in which war was to modify?’ his earlier Georgian 
aestheticism so that his own war poetry may still be said to | 
deal with a new kind of aestheticism which was not, like his 
earlier Georgian .aestheticism, divorced from the real, but 
which lay within the limits of the real. “ae. Ss 


- Are not his great war poems, as Dr. Welland aptly points out, an undying 
record of-‘the tragic beauty of human suffering’? In the human suffering: 
in the world of war Owen finds everything he desires, as he has expressed 
in his Apologia Pro Poemate Meo,—God, laughter, fearlessness, exulta- 
tion, fellowship, joy, music, peace and even beauty too. In human. - 
suffering in the fighting lines. Owen finds his new aestheticism which is 
no longer cut off from reality but integral to it. And, this aestheticism 
is more-convincing, more real and mature than his earlier one as expressed 
in The Fates and the fragmentary poem Beauty. 


-- -Owen’s war, poetry. asa whole, which is a thing of beauty in itself 
and which sprang from the reality of the war, is his final testament of 
aestheticism. It provided him the refuge he needed—a refuge which was 
not isolated from the world in which he lived; moved, and died, but a 
part of it. His private world was thus a continuity of his public world. 
The dichotomy which his earlier aestheticism implied is now finally 
resolved in the intergration of the reality of the war and the new 
aestheticism which resulted from its impact. ` 


` 
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THE SARASWATI AND ITS OLD COURSE 
AMIYA BHUSAN CHATTERJEE 


The Ganga, Jamuna and the Saraswati were daid at Allahabad 
in the middle course of the Ganga and separated at Tribeni in its lower 
course near Bansberia in the southern part of West Bengal. The 
confluence where these rivers were united was known as “Yuktabeni” 
and where they were trifurcated to form distributaries was referred to as 
“Muktabeni” in Hindu literatures. The religious importance of the 
‘Ganga known also as the Bhagirathi in West Bengal, is still high to the 
Hindus in India, particularly, the confluences (Sangam) and the mouth 
of the river (Gangasagar), where it enters the sea. Unlike the Bhagirathi 
or Ganga the other two distributaries in this area, the Saraswati ‘and 
the Jamuna, had no such religious importance but their contributions 
to the physical and economic growth, particularly, in these parts of West 
Bengal, along with the Ganga, were considerable. 


These three rivers, with the others like Mayurakshi, Ajoy, Damodar, 
Rupnarayan etc. in the western part of West Bengal, contributed much 
to the building of the delta and rich alluvial soil, the Ganga again had 
been supreme for the.enormous amount of load brought down from its 
upper courses to deposit as alluvium in the southern parts of West Bengal. 

Considerable literatures are there about the Bhagirathi or the Ganga 
on its physical and socio-economic contributions and its past and present 
courses but little is written about either the Saraswati or the Jamuna. 

At present the river Jamuna is dead but its old course, towards 
east and southeast of Tribeni, can be traced from the topographical sheets 
and some literatures. The Jamuna, along with the Bhagirathi and 
Saraswati began to deteriorate since the main diversion of the Ganges 
flood through the channel of the Padma,® but the deterioration is checked 
‘in the case of the Bhagirathi due to (1) diversion of the course of the 
Bhagirathi through a creck (“Kata Ganga”) between Kidderpore and 
Sankrail, dredged by the Dutch,? to the main channel of the Saraswati 
(Fig.), (2) outfall of rivers flowing from the western parts of West 
Bengal, viz., the Mayurakshi, Ajoy, Damodar, Rupnarayan etc., (3) tidal 
flushing of the present course of the river in its lower course and, 
(4) dredging and other conservancy measures of the Port Commissioners.* 

According to Majumdar, S. C., the Jamuna constituted one of the 
main distributaries of the Ganga before the diversion of the Ganga 
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flood through the Padma, while Bidyadhari, further east, was one very 
important spill channel of the Jamuna. Majumder writes that “Channels 
connecting the Bidyadhari with the Jamuna in the older days (Nowi, 


Sunti and Nonagong) can still be traced reaching within a few miles of 


the present abandoned course of the Jamuna.” ë 


Except very limited and local contributions the Jamuna was not 
of any commercial or religious importance. The Saraswati, on the other 
hand, played a vital role in the growth and prosperity of the southern 
parts of West Bengal. Trade and commerce thrived in different settel- 
ments on its banks among which Saptagram, Singur, Nasipur, Chanditala, 
Jhapardaha, Andul etc., in its upper reaches, were of considerable 
importance—Saptagram at Tribeni, obviously, was supreme as it served 
all the three waterways at the centre of their trifurcation at Tribeni. 
According to Majumdar R.C., in the old days the Saraswati was bigger 
than the Bhagirathi and it ‘used to flow near Saptagram and entered the 
sea near Tamluk (old Tamralipta or Tramralipti) after it is joined and 
its flow increased by the Damodar, Rupnarayan etc. Due to the decay 
of the Saraswati the two famous historical ports Tramralipta at first, 
and Saptagram, subsequently, become insignificant. ° 


From the study of a number of literatures, the. present physical 
features of the area, references to modern topographical sheets and actual 
field surveys, the old course of the Bhagirathi (Adi Ganga) had been 
traced ; important settloments like Kalighat, Garia, Rajpur, Baruipur, 
Nachangacha, Joynagar, Chhatrabhoga, Magra and others in the lower 
reaches were mentioned’? in many literatures. On field enquiry from 
the people in Mathurapur, Joynagar-Majilpur area it is found that they 
still consider the tanks and narrow water-strips, occupying the old bed 

of the Bhagirathi, as the portions of the sacred river bed® and scoffs at, 
the people residing further west at the banks of the present Ganga or 
Saraswati-Bhagirathi charinel at Diamond Harbour and Kulpi, whenever 
any dispute arises regarding sacred Ganga water and the river., The old 
course of the Adi-Ganga had. been traced on several field-tours in the 
Rajpur—Baruipur area—the old silted-up channel in Rajpur to the west 
of the main road linking Rajpur and Baruipur, indicates the former 
existence of the big and mighty river Bhagirathi, portions of her old bed 
are occupied at present by tanks and agricultural fields. 

It is stated that the main flow of the Bhagirathi till the middie of 


the 16th century was through the channel of the Saraswati.? Abul Fazl 
mentions Saraswati as one of main channels of the Ganga in Ain-i-Akbari 
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in the 17th century. Rennell, J., in his “Memoirs of a Map of Hindostan, 
1783” mentions the existence of a big river bed linking Saptagram, Amta 
etc. which indicates the old bed of the Saraswati and no other river: 
Mukherjee, R. K. mentions the flow of Saraswati to the Bay of Bengal 
and that “‘its course is often now mistaken for that of the Hooghly” 
(Bhagirathi). He mentions, also, about a narrow channel branching off 


‘from the Bagirathi near Kidderpore and meeting the Saraswati at 
Sankrail.11 


From the discussion above it is clear that the Bhagirathi had its own 
channel (Adi Ganga), which was distinct and different from the present 
channel via Uluberia, Sankrail, Falta, Nurpur, Diamond Harbour, Kulti 
etc., which course formerly, was never mentioned as that of the Bhagirathi. 
The Jamuna, also, had a distinct different course, the remanants of which 
can be traced even now. The Saraswati, on the other hand, had formerly a 
big and mighty course through Saptagram, Amta and Tamluk but seems to 
have at present avery small course as is observed from the maps—the 
. river course shown runs between Saptagram and Sankrail, a tortuous 
course of only about 40 miles (Fig.). Obviously, this represents a very 
dismal picture of a mighty river, welknown for trade and commerce, but 
having no direct outlet to the sea. This seems very strange asa river 
without direct outlet to the sea cannot encourage much of trade and 
commerce and a mighty river course cannot suddenly disappear or become: 
a short course of only 40 miles in length. 


The points, referred to above, appear a bit puzzling and a more 
detailed study was made to ascertain whether the present channel of the- 
big river between Sankrail, Diamond Harbour, Sagar Island was the fornier 
bed of the Saraswati or not. The field-enquires, particularly, in the area 
between the Adi Ganga and the present big channel of the Hooghly, 
yielded very good information regarding local belief. 


The people below Kidderpore considered the river side as rather 
impure as it does not belong to the Ganga or Bhagirathi—this has been 
referred to already when the river had been named “Kataganga.” The 
people used to bring their dead above Kidderpore and, also, to the 
Adiganga channel for creamation. This is corroborated also by Bishop 
Heber in 1825 when he found the people believing at that time that the 
river water below Betor was impure because of the man-made channel, 
which was “the work of human and impious hands, at between Kidder- 
pore and the sea.”!? The pèople of the Diamond Harbour-Kulti area 
\. and on the bank of the present channel of the Hooghly refers to the river 
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as either Saraswati or Saraswati Ganga—this has been confirmed on 
field survey. 


From the figure it will be evident that the bed of the Saraswati 
formerly was straight through Sankrail further south to Diamond Harbour 
and the sea, occupying the present big channel of the Hooghly. while 
the Bhagirathi had, also, a straight southern course via the Adi Ganga. 
The flat nature of the terrain and gentle southern slope encourages 
such straight southerly courses of big rivers. Further, the rectangular 
bend, between Kidderpore and Sankrail, isan unusual channel in this 
type of terrain. Lastly, we have definite evidence of dredging of this 
rectangular bend or the creek by the Dutch to divert the main flow of 
the Ganga from Adi Ganga to the present channel. It seems from , the 
study above that the present channel of the big river. was formerly a bed 
of the Saraswati till the Bhagirarhi water has been forced to pass through 
it, and we may rightly call the present river below Kidderpore as the 
Saraswati-Ganga as the rural people of its banks thinks. 


A doubt, however, may occur. ‘regarding ‘the minor importance of 
this channel of Saraswati during the early days of European contact though 
R. K' Mukherjee mentions its commercial importance in earlier periods. 13 
The explanation given below by C. R. Wilson seems to be most 
appropriate : l 

“It was not because it was too shallow, but because it was too deep 
as to be readily accessible to the galliasses of the Arracanese pirates whom 
the voyagers were most anxious to escape.” This is also confirmed when 
we find these lower reaches mostly uninhabited and full of forest.1* The 
mud forts of Pratapaditya or Akbar at Fort Tanna (Botanic Gardens Area) 
and Metiabruz, to protect the settlements further up from Arracanese 
pirates, support the views of Wilson also. +5- 
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COMPARATIVE STUDY OF DRAMA 
l SITAL GHOSH 


So far as the fundamental difference between the Western and 
the Eastern Philosophy is concerned, it can be said that the difference is 
there and it has been thoroughly discussed in India by the supporters of 
the western philosophy from the beginning of the Ninteenth Century. 
- No doubt the western philosophy had made a tremendous influence 
on the life and thought of the young Indians. It-had helped to divide 
the young Indians into two different camps, one group being the ardent 
supporter of the Western Philosophy, the other being the Oriental 
Philosophy. The former group was so much impressed and imbued 
with the influence of western philosophy that they had openly revolted 
against the Hindu view of life, roaring out: week after week—“Down with 
the Hinduism, down with the orthodoxy. as 


They had thought that the’ ‘divine orthodoxy of Hinduism had 
turned the society into a lifeless carcass, because in ‘Hindu society the 
individual had no special function or duty to perform and had no right 
to any passion for enjoying life. Passion for position, for fame and 
for honour had been vehemently decried. An individual had been 
denied the right to assert himself, without the heavenly permission, or 
the instruction from God man can do nothing, cannot move, cannot 
survive. Even man had no right to seek, to find and to strive for the 
final good of the society. Only God can render the final good for human 
society. Because God being the guide, the master of human society would 
come down on the earth in every age to deliver the holy and to slay the 
sinner, in order to establish righteousness. As Ramchandra came down 
on the earth in the age of Sattajuga, and Lord Krishna in the age of 
Dwapara. In the form of different incarnations He, the almighty God, 
- came on the earth in different ages to save the humiliated: mankind from 
the iron oppression of the evil and changed the society after his own 
image. Man had to wait for the God’s advent because without God’s 
help and guidence man cannot undertake the task of fighting the evil. 
So the battle of Kurukhestra was the battle of religion guided and 
controlled by God and man had played the insignificant role all along. 
` Even Arjuna, the celebrated hero of the Mahabharata had to remain a 
mere pupet, a stooge of Lord Srikrishna. He could not exhibit his own 
‘personality, valour and wisdom. All the glamour of his heroism was 
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overshadowed by Krishna and the world of his wisdom was stunned 
under the spell of divine form. When Arjuna had refused to kill his own 
kinsmen, he was persuaded by Lord Krishna todo so on the ground - 
that Arjuna must shed his self-egoism, personal judgement and individual 
passion, because all these elements had no significance, no .importance 
-in relation to the power of God. The lot of human being is guided and 
controlled by God. So the lot of Arjuna and his kinsmen had already — 
been settled by Him. And as per settlement God had already killed 
the kinsmen of Arjuna and Arjuna had to smite the dead, the doom- 
devoted hero. Finally God had to dimonstrate. His divine form for sub- 
duing the suspicious soul of Arjuna. Arjuna was hypnotised and had to - 
submit to the will of God and carried out his order. Therefore, the 
battle of life in the Hindu Society lies in the hand of God ;—“ According 
to Hinduism there is no such place as Waterloo, no such place: as 
Europe. Their Geography, which is part of their religion, does not 
acknowledge it, on the contrary, it contradicts it, but moreover, according 
to Hinduism, there was never any duke of Wellington or any Napolean, 
But there is but one Brahman is and he is “Aditya”, the hero of a hundred 
victims is an unsubstantial illusion: “his battles and visions are all 
Maya.”! As the lot, action, function, wisdom and everything of human 
being are guided, directed and controlled by God, the Indian with that 
divine belief had to depend more and more on the magical divine 
performances of gods which made them fatalist. More and more 
meditation on fatalism had made them inactive, effortless, unenergetic 
and “disinterested in politics and social reformation. Fatalism had’ 
paralysed their faculty of life into a lifeless desert. Noticing this 
particular trait of life, the young Indians stated, “European possesses 
the energy to carry on manfully the battle of life. The Hindu generally 
speaking does not posses any such many, and, therefore, his life is not 
battle, but sleep.” ? 


On the other hand, the individuals had occupied a distinct place in 
the European soci¢ty. To assert life individually on the well-being of 
the society and the state had been accepted asacustom. There was 
nothing immoral or criminal to assert individual life on the highest 
position in the society and the state. The aspiration, ambition and — 
passion for asserting one-self in the highest position of the state have 
been highly acclaimed by thc people of Europe.- To them man without 
ambition and aspiration is not a social man but a sage, a superman. 
Therefore the exalted passion and high ambition and the strongest desire 
for enjoying life, which is not exclusively selfless, is not a crime or an 
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antigod, but a glorious one but always subject to the well-being of the _ 
state and the society as well. “Therefore, it is right for the goodman to 
be self-loving, because he will thereby himself be benefited by performing 
fine actions ; and by the same process he will be helpful to others.” 


Naturally the European people had a high regard for the heroic 
activity of the individual, because the individual hero possesses manhood, 
courage, enterprise, bravery and self-control. Their passions for enter- 
prise are imbued with the higher and higher objects of thought which 
leads to virtuous actions and activities and which need not be derived 
from the divine grace of God. They drew their inspiration for virtuous 
action from the soil of the society and the state. So the society and the 
state were the two sources of their moral activity and philosophy 
of life. 

The Hindu Society had all along Jeanie the aspirations, 


‘ambitions and passions of individual being for the upliftment of 


material life. They had encouraged the idea of destruction of passion 
by means of divine revelation, . because passion for material life is a 
sin, acrime that leads to a man criminal activity. Hindu ethics had 
been déveloped into this idea, the idea of divine ethics. The 
teaching of divine ethics is according to Bhagavad Gita, “Give up all 
your earthly duties “and put your whole heart to me.” Laying down 
all duties concerning social and political, men should devote all their 
time’ to meditation to be one with God. The ultimate goal of all human 
being should be to become a ‘devotee of god rather to become a lover . 
of the Material World. . Material world is a Maya’ (illusion), therefore, 
the son, the wife, the family, the society and the state are all illusion and 
immaterial, god is dearer than the wife, son and society.. No peace, no 
happiness can be expected from them, god is the source of all happiness 
and peace. So it is the foremost duty of man to serve god rather than 
serving the interest of the family, society and state. So ultimate goal of 
Hindu ethics is ‘Moksha’. ‘Hinduism does not have a science of morals 
fashioned after some Aristotelian or Thoimistic model. However, it. does 
fiavé' a moral philosophy which postulates a Summum Bonum and 


_ Specifies the proper ‘means for achieving it. This highest ideal is the 


state of Liberation or Moksha.”* It means liberation from the bondage 
of family, society and state and from the passion for enjoying life and 
birth. If the final responsibility of the:human being be the ‘Moksha’ 
and he devotes his time in quest of Moksha disregarding the respensibility 
towards the members of the family and society, so the Hindu ethics is the 
divine ethics rather than social ethics. 

C.R.—14 
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Generally speaking ethics is the ‘‘science that treats of the principles 
of human morality and duty.” (Webster.) The European phiiosophers 
particularly Aristotle had strongly supported the human morality. Human 
morality is closely connected with the human society. Human morality 
is not something else from the human society. It is neither related to 
divine philosophy. Human morality is for human’s sake, not for the 
divine’s sake. Human morality grows out of the social and political 
condition and finds its perfection by rendering service to the family 
society and state, Human morality never denounces the material life as ` 
as Maya (illusion) but a reality. The ultimate goal of human morality 
is to serve the reality, not to deny the bondage of family life and society 
for the sake of God. Sothe human ethics shines humanly so ‘long as 
itis fed by human duty. Aristotle supported the human duty as the 
final responsibility of the social being and political animal. ‘‘His 
scientific training keeps him from the Brescia of ‘Superhuman 
ideals and empty Counsels of perfection. me 


The fundamental difference of Philosophical thoughts between 
the Eastern and the Western had been visualised by the modern critics 
and scholars. The philosopical discussion was initiated by the young 
Indians who were known as Radicals and the difference was brought 
to the light by them which was subsequently accepted. According to 
modern scholars, ‘the vision of the Indian was bounded by the 
immortal rather than mortal, by the infinite rather than finite, where 
Greek thought was ethical, his was spiritual; where Greek was rational, 
his was emotional.” The difference was so vast and wide that it stands 
in two opposite poles. In the opinion of Max Mueller, “Greek and 
India are, indeed, the two opposite poles in the historical development 
of the Aryan man. To the Greek, existence- is full of life and reality,. 
to the Hindu it isa dream, an illusion. The Greek is at home where he 
is born; all his energies belong to his country, and he is ready to 
sacrifice even his life to the glory and independence of Hellas. The. 
Hindu enters this world as a stranger; all his thouglits are directed to 
another world; he takes no part even where he is driven to act; and 
` when he sacrifices his life ; it is but to be delivered from it.” 


The difference cited by the scholars shows that the Hindu philosophy 
is the philosoply of spiritualism whereas the Western philosoply is the 
philosophy of materialism. As a section of the young Indians supported. 
by the western philosoply being armed with rational thought, a 
. similarly another section of the young Indians supported the Indian 
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philosophy being overwhelmed with the glory of emotion. This latter 
section of young Indians being educated under the fashion of western 
method and living a life of Europeanised way and enjoying the material 
benefit of the modern age, had strongly attacked materialism and had 
pleaded for spiritualism, ‘‘It is indeed a sorrowful sight ‘to find the 
struggle for existence gaining a strong ascendency over us everywhere, 
and to see “society is in our day the prey of a deadly disease of a moral 
Canker, which threatens it with destruction. This disease is materialism,” 8 


However the difference is there and that difference can be found in 
the custom, culture and literature. The custom, culture and literature of 
of the Hindus bear the stamp of spiritualism. According to Hinduism 
there is no difference between Religion and Culture, between Religion 
and literature. “The purpose of poetry, myth and symbolism is to serve 
as pathways to spiritual awakening and development. All creeds are 
attempts of the finite mind to grasp the infinite.”® The essence of Hindu 
Culture is the essence of spiritualism. ‘All roads lead to spiritual world 
in order to grasp the very essence of divinity. “The good of life is 
communion with the Supreme. Itis a life of realisation, agnosis, an inner 
intuitive vision of God, when man achieves absolute freedom and escapes 
from the blind servitude to ordinary experience. It is a subtle interwove- 
ness with the realities of the spiritual world. It is not a knowledge or the 
recognition of universal ideas through a dialectical process or analysis 
of empirical data. It is analogous to Plato’s vision of an irresistible 
harmony with the deepest reality of the world inspired and sustained by 
the spiritual in us. This brings,out the distinction between intellectual 
recognition and spiritual realisation. 10 


Indian culture being the religious culture, Indian literature is the 
religious literature. The ancient Indian literature clearly depicts the 
spiritual philosophy of life. The literature was all for God and for God’s 
sake literature was created. God was the central suerte of the Indian 
literature. 


So far as the dramatic theory in concerned, the Natyasastra of 
Bharata is the oldest one. There are differences of opinion among the 
scholars about the exact date of composition of the same. But there is 
no denying the fact that the Nayasastra of Bharata is regarded as the 
oldest composition of dramaturgy and it belongs to the period of 500 to 
350 B.C. Whatever may be the difference of opinion among the scholars: 
regarding its date and composition, but it represents a very powerful 
philosophical doctrine of a particular age and society. 
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Priesthood was placed at a very high position in the dramatic 
performances. After the construction of play-house, puja performance 
was necessary before the presentation of ‘any play. Plays cannot be 
presented without puja performance. Because the success of presentation 
was essential and obligatory with a view to purifying the play house and 
by virtue of this ceremony the playhouse could be protected from the 
accident, hooliganism and violent activities of Danavas. No doubt 
Danavas were the mischief-monger and trouble creator. In order to save. 
the playhouse from the unwanted trouble, Brahmin priest would come to 
the play for performing- some sacred rituals. “In the auspicious playhouse 
constructed with all the characteristics (mentioned above) cows and 
Brahmins muttering (proper mantras) should be made to dwell for a week.” 
Not only the play-house need to be purified but the master of the dramatic 
art need to be purified also with the sprinkling of sacred water which had 
been purified by the mantras of the Brahmins. 


As the Brahmins and cows had been given a special position and 
honour in dramatic performances so far as the ritual performance was: 
concerned, the Brahmins had also been. given the highest position in 
dramatic literature also. According to dramatic law none other than 
Brahmins there can be a hero. 


Not only: the Brahmin but ‘the king had also been eres 
position in the dramatic performances. Before the presentation of the 
of the play, the director of the dramatic performances should offer puja 
to JarJara and pray to himi—‘‘Thou art Indra’s weapon Killing all the 
demons: thou hast been fashioned by ‘all the gods, and thou art capable — 
-of destroying all the obstacles ; bring victory to the king and defeat the 


enemies, welfare to cows and Brahmins and progress to erematle 
undertakings.” !2 


It shows that Nayasastra was composed of a certain age under the- 
_ authority of the king in state power and priest-hood in society. The 
organiser of the play house would pray to God with the following words, 
“Bring victory and prosperity to king.” It means that the victory and 
prosperity of the king will ensure the safety of the country and the play 
house as well. After the prayer the king along with female dancers 
together with the musical instruments would come.to the playhouse for 
inaugaration and the organiser would welcome ‘him by sprinkling holy 
water and felicitate him with the following words—“You are born in noble 
families and adorned with multitude of qualities, let whatever you have 
acquired by virtue of birth, be perpetually yours.”!2 After the welcoming 
ceremony of the king the master of the dramatic art would break the jar 





; 1978 } COMPARATIVE STUDY OF DRAMA 109 


and would illuminate the auditorium with a lighted lamp. In case the jar 
is not broken, it will indicate evil omens for the king. If the jar is 
broken “it will bring good luck to the king and to the people, young and 
old, of the city as well as of the country.” 14 f 


It shows that there was close relation between the king and the - 
dramatic performance. It was closely related with the good and evils 
of the king. Here. king meant country and country meant king. 
So the happiness of the king meant the happiness of the country and 
people. Though people were not directly involvėd or connected with 
the performances, the name of the- people had been referred to here 
only symbolically. So the dramatic performance in India had a close — 
relation with the patronage of the Royal king and his court and it had all 
along remained within the four walls of the king’s palace. The spectators 
were naturally the invited guest of the king. Common people had no 
access there, because the performance was the king’s business for all. It 
was the pastime and entertainment for the enjoyment of the king 
and was intended for the happiness of the Royal court. As the 
happiness was the central theme of king, the central theme of 
the drama was also the representation of the king’s prosperity 
and happiness. Keeping an éye to the prosperity and happiness 
of king which had been the king’s philosophy of life, the drama’s story ` 
had been invented and the manifestation of that particular philosophy of 
life had been maintained. And with a view to the happiness of king, 
Bharata had formulated the theory of drama. So the age of Bharata 
indicates the rule of monarchy and for monarchy’s sake Bharata had 
written the principle of dramatic theory. As the Indian drama and its - 
underlying principle had been written with the aim of achieving happiness 
for the king, the happy life of king had been the main story of drama and 
that was the only one form of.drama known as ‘Comedy.’ So for the 
happiness and prosperity of the king’s life tragedy was banned, forbidden 
and prohibited as a rule. Tragedy in king's life was unthinkable and it . 
was neither desirable. Unhappy king meant something bad and evil for 
the country and the people as well. The defeat of the king will being 
disaste to the whole country. Defeat and disaster of the king could 
not be desired and not to be allowed to be represented on the stage. 
Drama_must represent the prosperity and happiness of the king and the 
master of the dramatic art should pray to God with the following words 
“Bring victory and prosperity of the king” before the performance begins 
and that should be the everybody’s business in daily life. Happiness for 
king meant happiness for all and let each and every body be happy in life. 
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_ That was the Fre of the ancient philosophers who prayed to God for 
the king, for the state for the people and forall. The origin of Bharata’s 
dramatic theory belongs to the age of Absolute monarchy. 


Origin of Tragic Theory :—Aristotle must be credited for the 
formulation of the tragic theory in a methodical way. But Aristotle can 
not be credited as the first inventor of tragic theory. He did not discover 
it by his divine and spiritual power, nor he got any instruction from the 
supreme God. His was the product of Greek culture, politics and 
society. 


Greek society was based on -there classes, the aristocrats, the 
merchants and the slaves, Epic poems were -written at a time when the 
rule of monarchy and priest-hood was on the decline. Under the 
rule of Tyrant the whole of the society had undergone to 
revolutiouary change. “The Economic and political changes of the 
seventh and sixth centuries B.C.—the growth of trade, the rise of a 
merchant class, the building of towns were intensified by a’ technical 
advance of far reaching significance which these changes had promoted!®. 


.> | Money had played an important role in the transformation of the 
Greek’ Society. Money had - considerably changed the Greek Society 
from country life to town life. According to Bertrand Russell “Coinage 
. seems to have been invented shortly before 700 B. C.” With this social 
transformation a merchant class emerged. And this class was very 
much active in political life of Greece. Tyrants had already completed 
an important historical task by overthrowing and cracking the Aristo- 
cracy and now “it enabled the middle class to consolidate its forces for 
the final stage in the democratic revolution which involved the over- 
throw of the Tyranny himself.” 


About 530 B. C. Pythagoras was the first exponent of democratic 
thought and helped: the middle class to capture political power. ‘‘Since 
then however, the new middle class had thrown itself into the struggle 
and won the prize of democracy.” 


However the history of Greece was the history of social changes 
and transformation and of struggle for democracy. And it happened from f 
the Homeric age to the age of Alexander. Absolute authoritative power 
had never been accepted by the Greek people. Out of the womb of 
democratic struggle the Greek tragic drama emerged. The dramas of 
Aeschylus may be cited here. The revolt of Prometheus against the 
almighly God Zeus was the struggle for democratic right, right to be free 
from tyranical rule, Zeus had been represented as a tyrant who had 
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trampled down under his feet the right of self-determination. Even in 
Homer we find the revolt of Ulysses aganist the authority of Agamemnon. 
Sophocle’s Antigone was a challenge to the authority of Creon. The 
tragic writers’ were the supporters of democracy and the Athenian demo- 
cracy fostered it. “Athenian tragedy was very much a projection of the 
city of Athens, often glancing explicitly at the glories of the city.” 19 
Greek city states were democratic states. The ethos of the city was 
founded onthe democratic spirit. So the heoric struggle of the noble 
heroes had been the material of Greek tragedy. Greek tragedy, therefore 
represented the people’s tragedy. Greek drama was the people’s drama 
which was born in the public square for the people’s sake. Greek drama 
was the image of socio-historical totality. It was patronised neither by 
the King nor by the God, nor it was intended for the praise of God or 
King. Greek dramatic stage need not be purified by the priest, neither 
the organiser need to felicitate the King, nor the King need to inaugarate 
the stage. The master of the dramatic art need not pray to God for the 
safety and prosperity of the King for the sake of country’s happiness, 
because the happiness of Greek society depended on the well-being of 
the people in general which can’ be had from the practicing and upholding 


the democratic principle. So Greek drama was not confined within the . 
four walls of the King’s palace. Greek drama was full of human blood’ 


containing the human will to fight, to struggle against the autocratic 
injustice for noble cause. It was full of contradiction and conflict. And 
the world of contradiction represents the human living interest in the 
moral activity of making the social life pleasurable as Promethus did for 
the human’s sake. So the life and soul of the-Greek drama was the 
human essence and the melodious song of humanity ‘had been sung by 
the poets with full-throated ease . 


So that was the difference of origin, purpose and essencè betwèen 
the Greek drama and the Sanskrit drama.- Greek drama represents 
the human essence whereas Sanskrit drama the spiritual essence. Sanskrit 
drama represents the age of absolute monarchy, Greek drama the age of 
social democracy. Indian drama originated as the surrogate for religion, 
‘Greek. drama was for the democratic humanism. Greek drama imitated 
the stern realities of life whereas the Sanskrit escaped the reality with the 
viewless wings of spiritualism. Greek drama is ascience,a quest for 
answer. Sanskrit drama is a spiritual fancy with a definite answer. Greek 
drama originated from the dialectical method of life, Sanskrit drama 
- originated from the ultimate reality of divine spiritualism. It was the 
song of divine God, the celestial beauty of the eternal song. 
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But without penetrating into. the heart of humanistic . Philosophy a 


of tragedy, some enthusiastic Indian -critic, out of their blind emotion: 
for national sentiment had expressed their dissatisfaction against it and 
had held the tragic philosophy as the philosophy of murder, violence, 
harror, -hatrad, unfaithfulness, discord, anti-God, and- anti-religion. 
“The poetry of Europe has been a voice intensly eager and moved but 
restless, troubled and without a sure base of happiness- and. repose, 
vibrating with the passion of life and devoid of its joy and 
pleasure and beauty, but. afflicted also by_ its unrest, grief, tragedy, 
discord, insufficiency, incertitude, capable only of its lesser harmonies, 
not of any. gréat release and. satisfaction. The art and poetry of the 
East have been the creation of a larger and quieter spirit, intensely 
responsive as in the Far East to deeper psychic significances and’ finding 
_ there fine and subtle harmonies of the souls experience or, as in India, 
`- expressing in spite of the ascetic creed of'vanity and illusion -much rather 
the greatness and power and satisfied activity of human thought and life ` 
-and action and behind it the communion of the soul with the Eternal.’’?° 


The difference as seen by the. orthodox Indians not only condemned 
the western philosophy, but condemned ‘the tragic philosophy 
of life. They could not accept. and appreciate the tragic drama, 
becatise, “The tragic end of the hero is ‘shocking to Hindu idea~ 
‘shocking to their tender feelings.”?4 They did not find anything 
divine in the tragic drama on the other hand they found the dark 
pessimism of the cuised life. To them the tragic heroes satans, devils 
arid utter villains. So they thought that the tragic philosophy was the 
philosophy of villainy, “the tragic drama is a butcher’s shop which nes 
failed to rouse the tender sentiment.” 2? 


‘They regarded tragic drama as anti-God and anti-religion. So-they 
vehemently attacked it from the standpoint of religious fanticism as “our 
forefathers had no liking for unprofitable represntation: to them which . 
_ had no connection with religion were uninstructive and profitless.”?? 


But howover glorified divine philosophy may be by a section of the 
Modern Indian Philosophers, the western philosophy and the western 
drama created so much influence on a section of Indian writers that they 
could not see eye to eye with the view of the orthodox. They were deeply 
impressed with the magnificient beauty and spirit of the drama. They 
found in western ‘drama the life full of lofty passion, full of intellectual 
thought, action and an universal expression of a sweetest emotion that 
comes out of the contradiction in a given complex situation. So they 
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thought that “In the great European drama you have the stern realities of 
life, lofty passion and heroism of sentiment with us its all-softness and 

all romance.”2£ Michael Madhusudan Datt was so much. impressed with 

the dramatic theory of the western: world that he’ strongly condemned the 

Sanskrit dramaturgy. “If I have to write other dramas,’ you may. Test - 
assured, I shall not allow myself to be bound by the dicta. of Mr. 

Viswanath of Sahitya Darpana. -I shall-look.to the great dramatists of 

Europe for models.”?5 3 EE gE PS aa eke hea ie oar 


, © , According to Sanskrit dramaturgy the composition of tragedy 
was prohibited. But the young- Indian -writers had - disregarded: it 
and has written the tragic drama following ’ the western: method. 


The modern critics were. “$0 ‘much „impressed ` “and intoxicated 
with. the essence and beauty of tragic . drama, that they thought 
“The superiority of the : : tragic drama _is thus; very :great- over all 
other classes of drama, it calls nto existence the highest powers of ‘an 
adept at representing the various stages of life, culminating to the final 
issue which marks its character.’’?6 > 

That was the fact, the accepted truth which was recognised by the 
critics, the dramatists and the potes, despite the advese criticism levelled 
against the tragic theory and its philosophy by a section of orthodox 
Nationalists. 


However, as the difference of philosophy of life of the two different 
world exists, there exists the differences in the case of dramatic composi- 
tion regarding Form and Content. And obviously the art, the form, 
the content of Sanskrit drama differ from the western literature, so far 
as the theory and principle of the tragedy is concerned. 
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KANT AND THE IDENTITY IN 
ANALYTIC JUDGEMENTS 
KUMUD GOSWAMI 


I 


In Section IV of his Introduction to: the Critique of Pure Reason, 
Kant has so defined and illustrated an analytic judgement that it is difficult 
to make sense of his remark that in such a judgement ‘the connection of 
the predicate with the subject is thought through identity,’ while in a 
synthetic judgement ‘this connection is thought without identity.’ * Taken 
by itself,the remark gives rise to little or no difficulty, but in the context 
in which it occurs, it is extremely puzzling. The object of the Present 
paper is to prot an interpreation of this puzzling remark. 


T. 


Kant’s definitions of ‘analytic and synthetic judgements in the 
passage under consideration (A 6-7=B 10-11) are fairly well known. 
An (affirmative) analytic judgement is that in which the predicate-concept 
‘is (covertly) contained in’ the subject-concept. Such a judgement, ‘as 
adding nothing through the predicate to the concept of the subject,’ is 
also to be called ‘explicative’ ; for it renders explicit what is implicit in 
the subject-concept. ‘All bodies are extended’ is an example of such a 
judgement. A synthetic judgement, on the other hand, has a predicate 
that ‘lies outside’ the subject-concept. It is not simply clarificatory of 
the subject-concept, but adds to it, and is therefore to be called ‘ampli- 
ative.’ ‘AIl bodies are heavy’ exemplifies such a judgement. Now, it is 
in this context that Kant’s remark quoted. above occurs and proves to 
be puzzling: for the following reason. The obvious suggestion of the 
remark is that the subject and predicate concepts of an (affirmative) 
analytic judgement are identical. But identity and containment are 
surely not compatible. If B is contained in A, it may be a part of A, 
but cannot be identical'therewith. In an obviously identical judgement 
‘A body is a body’ the predicate is not contained in, but just identical 
with, the subject-concept. And the judgement is-not explicative either, 
there being in it nothing implicit made explicit. . 
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The remark about identity in analytic judgements presents a difficulty 
only because Kant has originally defined analyticity in terms of conceptual 
containment. It is a pertinent question here whether all analytic 
judgements are for Kant dependent on, or illustrative of, conceptual 
containment. “Informed students know that the answer is in the negative. 


Let us devote a section to this point before discussing the main subject | 
of this paper. 


Ul oe 
Judgements like ‘All bodies ate bodies,’ or miore abstractly, of the 
form ‘a is a,’ are elsewhere admitted by.'Kant to be ‘really: analytic’ t; 
they satisfy what we may call? his alternative criterion of analyticity; the 
‘contradiction—-criterion,’ according to which a (true) judgement is analytic - 
if its denial leads to a contradiction. They are ignored in the A 6-7= 
B 10-11 passage of the Critique, presumably because they are, in the words 
of his Logic (§ 37), ‘empty or fruitless; for they are without use or 
employment.’? This summary -denial here of any use or employment for 
them is, perhaps an, exaggeration of their inutility; for’ in the B 16-17 
passage of the Critique he does recognize cases of their use ; he says-that 
-in mathematies identical propositions like ‘a=a’ aré used as ‘links in the 
chain of method.’ Such rare or restricted uses of the type of judgements 
in question are, however, only exceptions that prove the rule that they 
are without substantive employment in our discourse. . 


The impression must not be left that all analytic judgements of 
which .the. predicate-concepts are-identical with, not just. contained in, 
their. subject-concepts are, in Kant’s view, ‘fruitless or non-explicative like 
judgements of the form ‘a is a.’ - ‘All-bachelors are unmarried men’ is-an 
analytic judgement- in -accordance with: Kant’s contradiction-criterion, 
and it is explicative and- so fruitful despite the fact that its predicate- 
concept is not contained in (being quite identical with) its subject-concept. 
[Note that the judgement here is not ‘All bachelors are anihanden: pur 
‘All bachelors are unmarried men.’] - = 


` It may be argued that ‘the judgement in question does not really fail 
to satisfy Kant’s containment-criterion, inasmuch as all the constituents 
_ Of its predicate-concept (namely, uninarriedness and mannéss) are severally 
contained in the subject-concept. But the argument would involvé the 
fallacy of composition. Moreover, by parity of reasoning, we might as 
well say that even the predicate-concept of ‘All bodies are bodies’ is 


1978 ] ,. >- KANT AND ANALYTIC JUDGEMENTS | 117 


contained in the subject-concept, since all its extractable constituents are 
severally ‘contained in the subject-concept. In the one case no less in 
the other, the predicate-concept is not taken just as a unit, but subjected 
to analysis. ` i 


.It is, then, wisdom to hold that a judgement like ‘All bachelors are 
unmarried men’ is simply disregarded by. Kant in his original (admittedly 
tentative)* definition of analyticity in terms:of conceptual containment. 
The reason for this disregard may be that such judgements have the 
character of analytic definitions. and an analytic definition for Kant is 
more complex than an analytic judgement .as such need be. Lewis 
‘White Beck” has shown convincingly enough that. an analytic judgement, 
for Kant, neither is necessarily determined by the definition of its subject- 
concept nor does necessarily contain this definition. Definitions, in 
Kant’s view, are comparatively late achievements in the progress of our 
knowledge. Except in mathematics and certain other:restricted contexts, 
definitions of concepts are themselves reached, according to Kant, ‘by 
means of analysis of those concepts, and in this sense analytic judgements 
are prior to definitions, even though definitions thus reached find 
expression in analytic judgements. ‘Since analytic definitions, or rather, 
analytic judgements embodying. such definitions, have a special logical 
complexity about them, they may properly be ignored, in the initial 
tentative definition of analyticity. 


TV 


It is time to return to the. main topic of this paper. The problem 
isto make intelligible. to ourselves the sense in which ‘the connection of 
the predicate with the subject is thought through identity’ in an 
(affirmative) analytic judgement. Needless to say, the problem does not 
arise with regard to judgements of the. form ‘a is a’ or of the nature of 
analytic definitions ; it arises just.with regard to such judgements as ‘All 
bodies are extended’—the only kind of judgements to which Kant’s first 
definition of analyticity in terms of conceptual containment applies. 


It has sometimes® been suggested that by ‘identity’ Kant in his 
statement in question means ‘partial identity, that in the exemplary 
judgement ‘All bodies are extended’ the predicate-concept is to be taken 
as identical with a part of the subject-concept. This suggestion may be 
correct, but it can hardly be expected to give general satisfaction. It is 
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true, indeed, that the predicate-concept in the judgement we are 

considering is identical with a part of the subject-concept; and, 

what is more, the suggestion before us is even exegetically supportable. . 
Thus at A 595=B 623 of the Critique, Kant says that in the 

judgement ‘God is omnipotent’ ‘the subject and predicate- concepts 

‘are identical’. Obviously, ‘identical’ here means ‘partially identical,’- 

inasmuch as the concept of omnipotence is only one of the consti- 

tuents of the concept of God. Nevertheless the suggestion under 

consideration fails to be aie satisfying. It is, we admit, no outrage 

on usage to employ the term ‘identity’ in- the sense of ‘partial 

identity: in some contexts, but what if the context is not appropriate ? 

~The use of the term in the indicated sense at A 595=B 623 of the Critique _ 
is not, as a look into that context will show, inappropriate or confusing ; 

but the context of the A 6-7=B 10-11 passage is fundamentally different : 

here the very notion of analyticity is being introduced and explained for 

the first time. The difficulty wefeel is this. If ‘identical’ is interpreted 

as ‘partially identical,’ the interpretation obviously invokes the notion of 

containment (for the notion of ‘being a part of’ involves the notion of 

‘being contained in’). And this being so, the notion of containment 

‘cannot im turn be explained or interpreted in terms of the notion of 

partial identity. But this is exactly what we have to suppose Kant is 

doing if we take the suggestion under consideration. We may remind 

ourselves that he first explains the notion of analyticity in terms of the 

notion of containment and then proceeds to explain it further in terms of 

the notion of identity. Unless, therefore, we can take the term ‘identity’ ‘ 
here in the strict sense of complete identity, be can hardly be absolved of 

of the charge of redundancy or circularity. 


So we can do. Kant greater justice if we can show, in keeping with 
the context of his passage under consideration, that in the exemplary 
judgement ‘All bodies are extended’ the connection of the predicate with 
the subject is thought through complete identity. It is noteworthy that 
Kant does not say here that the subject and the predicate ‘are identical,’ 
although he could very well say this if he would. Instead, he has expressed 
himself in .acumbrous and roundabout manner, and the reason for it 
seems to be that he is in this case aware of the difficulty of the straight- 
forward remark. If, therefore, our interpreation which follows seems to 
be slightly periphrastic, we could not help it. 


Let us have before us the full statement z ‘Analytic judgements 


(affirmative) are therefore those in which the connection of the predicate 
with the subject is thought. throùgh identity ; those in which this 
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connection is thought without identity should be entitled synthetic.’ Now 
import of it we take to be this: in the judgement ‘All bodies are 
extended,’ the’ connection of the predicate (— concept) with the subject _ 
(—concept) results in a concept which is exactly identical with the original 

subject concept ; whereas in ‘All bodies are heavy,’ the connection of the 

predicate with the subject “concept results in a concept which is not 

identical with, but different from, the original subject concept. In the 

former (analytic) judgement, the connection gives us the concept of 

‘extended body’ which is exactly identical with the concept of. ‘body,’ in 

the sense that the one has as many and precisely the same constituents as 

the other. But in the latter (synthetic) judgement, ‘the connection gives us 

the concept of ‘heavy body’ which is different from the concept of ‘body’ ; ` 
for the one has an additional constituent t (namely, heaviness) ‘not in any 

wise thought in’ the other. 


The above interpretation not only does justice to Kant’s present 
context and acquits him of the charge of redundancy or circularity, but 
is also in full accord with his general theory of judgement. We may - 
quote here Kant’s definition of judgement as given in his Logic (§ 17): ‘A 
judgement is the representation of the unity of consciousness of different 
ideas, or the representation of the relation of these ideas so far as they 
constitute a concept?” (Our italics). Considered in the light’ of this 
definition, a subject-predicate form of affirmative judgement is the 
representation of the relation between subject and predicate ideas so far 
as they constitute a concept. This definition shows that judging for Kant 
is itself a way of conceiving. Anyway, we find here the requisite textual 
support for our above interpretation that the connection of the predicate 
with the subject ‘concept of a predicative affirmative judgement results in 
(i.e. constitutes) aconcept. This concept, which we may call ‘the total 
or constituted concept,’ is precisely identical (in content)® with the 
‘original- subject-concept when the judgement is analytic, but it is not 
identical (in respect of content)’. with the original subject-concept when 
the judgement is synthetic. 


Tn fine, the total thought-content of an anolyiie judgement is neither 
more nor less than what is expressed by its subject-concept, while it is 
more in the case of a synthetic. judgement. It is in this sense that the 
former sort of judgement® ‘is thought through identity,’ while the latter 
sort ‘is thought without identity.’ 


A difficulty arises as tothe converse (per accidens) of an analytic A- 
proposition. ‘Some. extendeds are bodies’ as a converse of the analytic 
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` proposition ‘All bodies are extended’ is doubtless an analytic proposition ; 


but the application of the containment-criterion presents here a difficulty. 
For the predicate-concept of the converse, unlike that of the convertend, 
is not contained in, but rather contains,. the subject- “concept. If, however, 
some sort of ingenuity renders possible a satisfactory application of the 
containment-criterion to analytic judgements like ‘Some extendeds are 
bodies,’ then of course a corresponding ingenuity will be .required ‘to 
introduce appropriate qualifications into the terms .of our above interpret- 
ation of Kant’s remark about the identity in (simple, useful, predicative, 
affirmative) analytic judgements. The. point is that. the difficulty 
mentioned above i is not peculiar to our interpretation.* 

Hd ; E 
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ara QUADRATIC RESPONSE SURFACE IN SOCIAL 
‘ee ` l SCIENCE RESEARCH—AN EXAMPLE 


A. K. MAZUMDAR 

_ SWAPAN KUMAR BHATTACHARYYA 
_T. K. GUPTA 

_ D. SEN 


Ifa adent of soddan or EON opens at a page in a journal 
like Sociometry or American Journal of Sociology, he.will be to forced to 
fealize the implication of the ancient Tamil saying, “Ennum, ezhuthan kan 
‘ena thahum” or “number and letter are like two eyes” which stresses the 
fact that numeracy should be treated as important as literacy. Without 
some knowledge of statistics and, in. many ‘cases, of mathematics, a reader 
may fail to understand what is stated between the covers of these’ journals. 
‘The use of quantitative techniques in the analysis and explanation of 
social phenomena is not without its critics, These critics have often 
complained that social scientists are merely obsessed by the need to be 
“scientific” and.to win respect among academics as being hard-nosed and 
objective rather than speculative and.highly subjective. Though. obsession 
with quantification should like any other kind of obsession be objected to, 
the importance of measurement. in social Enel can ae be over- 
-emphasized. 

_ In fact, without knowing it,, as Lazarsfeld points out, most of us 
have feelings or make decisions which imply measurements. The mood 
‘of my boss is better today than what it was yesterday. An admission 
officer or a selection committee in a college or a university has to develop 
careful creteria for selecting. one candidate rather than another; the 
success of a factory may well depend on whether the manager really 
knows what kind of supervision is most fruitful with teams of workers. 
“If we are sociologists, it becomes one of our tasks to clarify the nature 
of measurement and quantification in matters where social relations are 
involved” (Lazarsfeld, 1969, 101) 

The use of quantitative techniques in social and political studies is 
not new. “God always geometrizes,” says Plato (Found in Plutarch, 
quoted in Alker, Jr., 1965, 1). Metaphysical beliefs about mathematics 
‘are reflected in key concepts of Greek political theory. Sir Ernest Barker 

-has summarized the mathematical argument of the Ey eagoreanst in favour, 
of justice as follows : o 
C.R.—16 - ; 
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“Justice was a number......i¢ was a number implied unto itself, a 
square number. A square number is a perfect harmony, because it is 
composed of equal parts, ‘and the. number ‘of the parts is equal to the 
numerical value of each part... [It] follows that justice is based on the 
conception of a State composed of equal parts. ’ A number is square so 
long as the equality. of .its parts remains: A state is just, so long as 
it is distinguished by the equality of its parts. Justice is the preservation of 
: such equality” (Barker, 1959, 20). 


It may be shown that both Plato and Aristotle were aware of the 
utility of mathematics for the analysis of political events. - We have moved 
far beyond Plato and Aristotle. Today people are takling of social. indi- 
cators the framing and, analysis. of. which depend. on ‘measurements, 
Many feel that while social. scientists are spending too much time talking 
about the ‘necessity of being scientific and.i improving their measurement, 
in fact they are doing. very little about it. ' 


An important reason why accurate measirement is necessary is that 
without accurate measures it becomes technically- impossible to decipher 
the component effects two highly interrelated’ supposed causes of a pheno- 
menon like delinquency’ or discrimination. In general. the more highly 
intérrelated they are, the”more accurate our measures of each must be. 
Even where we have’ correctly identified and isolated one or two important 
variables, accurate measurement may be nécéssary-if order to refine the 
analysis beyond: the’ common-sense level. ` -För example, it is commonly 
supposed in USA that the more non-whites there are in an area, tlie 
greater the discrimination. But does this imply a straight: line or linear 
relationship - between a particular kind of discrimination and minority 
percentage 2 Or, woulda curvilinear relationship be more appropriate? 
If so, then exactly what” kind’ of a curve-will work best? Obviously the 
better our measurement of both the variables, the ‘tiore -precise we can ‘be 


about exactforms of relationships: We have to.try different designs, An, 


attempt of this kind has been nagi in rig pans ; 


lig Problem ‘ 


The existing dae for factorial apnene are useful to study the 
‘effects and interaction of different factors’ for producing response. A 
‘more useful approach is to study the functional relationship between 
different-factors and the response they produce. ‘If the factors are quanti- 
tative it is natural to assume that the response they produce.is functionally 
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related to the levels of the factors. Such functional Télationship mây be 
a asi. ' se ea ae 
* Yued(X 45, Xouy FPA Xid svescense “1 ) 


where there are V factors and Xju.is a variable representing the Jeya of 
ith factor at uth point and Yu is the response from the uth: ‘observation, 


The mathematical form. of the response function ¢ is generally. not 
known. So the main object of the response surface study is to obtain a 
polynomial of a suitable degree in the variables Xiu which will satisfac- 
torialy approximate the above relation. 1 


- Such a-polynomial can always be fitted trouh a -auliable deian l 
and parameters of the polynomial can ‘be estimated by the least square — 
téchnique. The designs (aggregate of points) which allow the flitting of 
response polynomial (response surface) are termed Response Surface 
Designs. The main object for study of response surface is to discover the 
` best: combination of levels of different factors which give the optimum 
response. Box and Wilson (1951) proposed some useful designs to fit a 
second order response surface. . Subsequently a number of authors 
obtained these designs using different techniques (Box and Hunter, 1957; 
Box and Bschken, 1960 ; Bose and Draper, 1959 ; and Das 1963). 

. The response surface designs have been suitably applied in the fields 
of agriculture and economics. by many researchers. 7 

Tt has been felt by the.authors of this-paper that this kind of deslei 
may also be utilized to’ study the best combination of levels of factors 
generally used. in various disciplines in the field of social science. 

The purpose of the present study is to provide an illustration as to 
how response surface gompa can ns mules in the domain.of social science 
research, et n aTe i 


” Materials and Methods aes 


. The data were collected: from éight villages in Burdwan and Purulia 
districts of West Bengal, India. The. villages were Nudipur, Enayetpur, 
Pat eee Bundwan, Baggoria, Sujapur, Chatonghutu and Udalboni. 

- In all, there were 574. farmers who were selected as respondenti for 
the study. : 

|. The datat on independent variables like ‘Level of Education,’ ‘Degree 
of Social participation’ ‘Size-of holding’ and response variable ‘adoption 
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of recommened farm practices,’ were compiled from the responses of 574 
farmers. The data on adoption quotient (Number=27) were compiled 
in two replications for all combinations of levels of the independent 
variables. ; 


The measurements of the variables ‘Level of Education” ‘Degree of 
Social Participation’ and ‘Size of holding’ were made on the basis of the 
Socio Economic. Status scale (Rural)? developed by Pareek and Trivedi 
(1965). According to the Standardized scale, the education status was 
noted against the categories—‘illiterate,’ ‘can read only,’ ‘can read and 
write,’ ‘Primary,’ ‘middle,’ ‘High School and ‘Graduate’ with correspond- 
ing scores 0, 1, 2,~3, 4, 5.and 6 respectively. ‘In regard to ‘Social 
Participation,’ the respondents were asked four alternative questions, i.¢., 
whether they were ‘non member,’ ‘member of one. organization’ ‘member 
of more than one organization; ‘office holder’ and ‘wider public leader,’ 
with corresponding scores 0, 1, 2, 3 and 6. 


' Reparding ‘Size of holding,’ the respondents were asked about their . 
land holding size and they were noted against appropriate categories to 
which they belonged. The categories were—‘No land,’ ‘Less than one 
acre,’ ‘more than 5-10 acres,’ ‘10 to 15 acres,’ ‘15-20 acres’ and ‘ ‘more ‘than 
20 acres ’—with corresponding scores 0, 1, 2,3, 4 and 6. 


` The response variable ‘adoption’ was measured with the help of the 
formula of the adoption quotient put forward by Chattopadhyay (1963).° 
Adoption quotient was defined as a ratio'scale designed to quantify the 
adoption behaviour of an individual. This méthod of quantification has 
been considered to be reliable as it has considered several related aspects 
like -potentiality, extent, time consistency and weightage... In all, four 
recommended agricultural practices were selected in consulation with the 
agricultural experts of the State Department of Agriculture, West Bengal.. 
The practices were : l 


1. Cultivation of High Yielding Varieties of Paddy — 

2. Cultivation of High Yielding Wheat Varieties 

3. Application of Chemical fertilizers, and 

4, Application of plant protection chemicals. 

The ‘combination of levels of the three ‘factors (namely Education, 
Social partitipation and Size of Holding) are so chosen: that it fits3> 
factorial design with two replications. The second order response surface 


designs can be easily fitted from- factorial experiments. -For a second 
order response sutface the form of the surface is - s: esi? 
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2, yu= % + Pi Xin + 2 Xan + 53 Xu š b12 žtu, *2u 

+ i371, Xu 4 23 %20.%3u + P1 Su? 4 baz 

| X242 +. 33 ž3u2 where b’ s are the coefficients which ` 

‘can be estimated by solving. the. following normal 


equations. 


(3) yu = Nbo + A bij (= Di when N=No. of combination 


f er of factors. 
(4): xiu = b, 2% x? for i=1, 2, 3. 
GO) Fig Ky = Ëj Re) sis 2, 3. | 
(O Zx Fy, + by Bie + bi xu z5 (22x 2), span! 


Other terms vanish as the design points are selected such that the 
following conditions hold, . . 


OX ee 
g u iu P Ñ o one eee see Sie 


(8) xe = Constant 


(9) Peat = Constant 


; Sf a? 2 
(10) au = Constant , 
Solving the equations we get the estimate sof the parameters along 
with warlances as 


bo= 49.67: V (bp) = © c3 2 


b? =6.11 V(b,)=V(b;) 0 Wied! 
b; =13.14 
ba =5.69 


bia 117; big = 5.17; bag=0.54 
V(by2) == V(b, 3)=* V(baa). =, 
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bii , =—4.50 by o=2.50 bj, 21.83 
ees oe $ Gi a 2 . 
V(b; 1) =V(ba2)= V(bss) =5 


Where o? is error variance and its estimate is obtained as 15.46 for 
44 degress of freedom. < . 


Hence the equation is f a 
Yu=49.67-+6.11x,-+13.14x9+5.69x5 + 1.17x x4 +5.17x Xa +0.54X 3X4 
05xx —4.50x?-+2,50x2-+1.83x2. 


Interpretation 


‘Linear effect of the factor Xe is s the highest (3. 14) followed fr those 
of xj (6.11) and X; (5.69). The effect of interaction of x, and x, is 
maximum as evidenced by the coefficient of (x,x,) (5.17) in the regression. 
The effect with regard to the interaction of x, and x, is négligible (0.54) 
but that in relation to xy and. x, is not negligible (1.17) though it is low. 
From the coefficients of the quadratic terms we can see that with the 
increase-of x, and Xs, Y increases at a ‘geometric rate. But i increase of x, 
may decrease the value of Y aftet a particular level of factor ae 


In general, 


(1) Adoption increases with the i increase in Education, Size 
of Holding and Social participation. 


(2) After a certain increase in Education level there seems sto 
be a decline in Adoption with further increase of education. 
(3) With the increase in holding size as well as in social 
participation, there ig corresponding increase in adoption as 
evident from the quadratic terms. However, the rate of. 
change in adpotion for corresponding change-in Holding Size 
_is faster than that for that in Social Participation. 

(4) There is a positive evidence of interaction between Social 
participation and Education- which shows that a higher level 
of education with greater social participation has a positive 
effect on adoption. | wos 


Concluding Remarks 


From an overall scrutiny of the amy it may be concladed that 
the effect of allthe factors on the response (i.e., adpotion) are quadratic 
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iñ nature. Conventionally the social scientists consider the ‘trends of 
of effect in such-cases ds linear. But in reality there is a positive deper- 
ture which has been evidenced in the present. paper, — 


Let us assume that for one unit -increase in Education level, the 
expenditure involved be Giz Similarly, let Ca and Ca be the ‘expenditure 
involved corresponding to the unit increase in Holding size and Social 
participation. For an individual with education level x,, holding size Xg 
and social participation x, the expenditure involved : 


C=¢,X, FOgXgtCsXs 


Let us assume that P be the 1 return in money value for unit increase 
in adoption. - ` : ae, 


So for the individual with ene Y, the total return will, be Y. p 


So, the gainin terms of. money value obtained from'an ‘individual 
with adpotion Y and levels of Education, Holding and Social Participation 
aS X1, Xa and Xz Tespectivelyý beH, such that 


g=[Y.p.- — (cix, + &5x44-CyX)} 6 vee ethom eS $ 
Where Y is a function of x1; Xg ‘and X, as we obtained - from 


response surface. “Substituting for Y the functional forms in Xir Xq and 
Xs we obtain ¢ as a quadratic function of X4; Xi and Xs. 


_ The levels of x 1s Xo and Xs which. will produce. the- ‘maximum - valié 
of% ie., the gain, can be determined by solving the normal equations 
obtained by differentiation of the function o with respect to: Xis X3 and 
Xs and equating them with zerọ ; i.e. 


3- 
Solving the above normal equations we can get a set of values for 
X1» Xg, and Xa which will maximize the | gain.. 
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poems 


A LONELY INCENSE BURNS 
AMALESH BHATTACHARYA 


Deep is the night 

Deeper is the sublime stillness of the room, in silence bright 
Alone, a solitary companionless incense burns 

As if, it is symbolic of a trembling heart that turns 

All a-fire 

Neutral, crystal clear. 


The night is deep ; 
Deeper into its interiority consciousness, you creep 
An integral picture of sombre concentration 
Silhouttéd against the rising embers of meditation. 


Deep is the night, its shadow lengthened . 
Into its deeper recess you flight; immensely strengthened 
That incense there, still burns intensively 

But hasn’t its character changed positively 

What is a-flame, throwing fragrance—is my heart 
Burning all its toxin, dust and dirt. 


The idea is based on Mr. Amalesh Bhattacharya’s poeem, set in 
tune by Sj Tinkari Banerjee of Pondicherry Ashram in his 


Sangit Satadal (p. 22). Rendered into English by Dr. Sudhansu 
Mohan Banerjee) 


THE HEART’S LILY 
AMALESH BHATTACHARYA 


Down, deep down, into the soul’s depth 
A spot of light is burning still. 
When all lights die, in the darken’d room 
Who proclaims eternal lease 
On life? Fragmented days 
Made up: of moments of tears 
Pay back debts of earth in prayer. 
From birth to birth flows on 
Nectar stream to fill heart’s cup. 
In one dew-drop—a wondrous token of life 
The limitless space gathers. 
Songs turn into mantras. 
. Shedding celestial fragrance 
The heart’s lily blossoms in a silent, soulful Om. 


Translated by Sm. Bani Basu 


- GONE AWAY 
SANTIKUMAR GHOSH 


Into the pure moonlight has. gone Drabamayi, 
Left are we in longing. 
On our eternal and now alien land 
Floats imported perfume of hers : 
Her silken hem flies onward from a village ablaze 
to the border of another. 

On thousand flower-stems away question-marks, 
Drunken dreams still the lover’s eyes ; l 
From this planet to its satellite is heard her flight 

` through the sky with beating wings. 
Here, the weight of mountain lay on our bosom. 
In Time’s tide Drabamayi went away leaving waves of wonder : 
All that remain are the Milky Way and swirling water 
And in bed her icy comb pierces. l 


(Translated by the author from the original Bengali) 


AT JOURNEY’S END 
SUNIL KUMAR LAHIRI 


- Long have I roamed with a thousand scars on my limbs ; 
. Sweet sleep sits heavy on my tired eyes now ; 

Mother mine, wrap me up in your gentle fold, 

And bestow a loving kiss on my aching brow. 


Oft did I stumble and scramble to my feet again, 
My clothes all sullied by dust and dirt mayhap ; 
Those around me by their-rude, unkindliness 

` Drained dry the cup of life’s sparkling sap. 


Sometime Id play with pebbles ‘on the shingly shore, 
Or listen calmly to the surging ocean’s moan ; 
Sometime Pd build toy houses with wet sand 

And then pull them down—unseen and unknown. 


Sailing across the vast expanse of the welkin blue, 
~ My eyes, they floated away farther and farther still, 
To bear back a vision of the distant blessed land 

And my mortal throat with divine melody fill. 


. Sometime a ruthless tempest of loathsome slanders vile 
Would rage and rave and, perhaps, would strangle me. 
Again would I be blessed with unbounded love 
That could never, never quite requited be. 


Thus playing idly about on this dear old earth 
With our million voices we delighted her ; 

. Now, at long last, at journey’s end, Mother, 
I rest on your breast for ever and for ever. 


(Rendered into English by Mr. Phani Bhusan Maitro.) 








~ LORCA’S WOODCUTTER 
DEVIPRASAD BANDYOPADHYAYA 


Once I could live if I had the chance to live for me alone. 
Why I did sprout leaves, branches all around me toiling the 
whole of a day and whole of a night? Whom I helped to 
grow into tall branches out of my love for them; with greater 
- care, their leaves and branches build up an impregnable fort 
all around me. I cannot look beyond them any more. Slowly 
I strike roots under my own feet. 


I fail to grow climbing beyond my own self. Steadily they are 
drawing out my blood in their petal-lips. They hide out every- 
thing from my eyes. Even they isolate me from my own self. 


Yet they have selected the best room for me alone like an 
impregnable island. The waves splash on that water-island 
from all sides ; they sound like the body’s rustle with all my 
tree-branches fighting the. waters. Tearing aside the tree- 
branches, I want to come down the street. I welcome the 
smell of complexecompound birdbeastmantrees. Once more 
I want to feel time enters my head, time spreads inside my 
body. Time slowly burns me into ashes. Woodcutter, cut my 
shadow. Relieve me from the pains of seeing me barren. 


(Translated by Mr. Prayag Banerjee) 








THREE SELF COMPOSED POEMS 
SOMA ROY 


1 
NOCTURNE 


On every boat-trampled, 
pain-freckled, 
age-shrivelled, 
salt-pickled, 
worry-buckled, 
thought-troubled, 
emotion-throttled, - 
dream-strangled, 
nightmare-spangled 

l ` Night, 

The Smog of Oblivion shrouds 
Sleep-clattering moonbeams, 
life-shattering visions — 
those floor-littering toys, 
Raggéd Gollywog, 
Maimed Wooden Horse, 

And spider-crossed walls of death 

In my realm of shoddy shadows. 


k 





IN ME, LIVES AGAIN 
f SOMA ROY 


Lisping Mirth of babbling Babes 
In Me still dwells 
Propels my eyes to Dumbhood-threshold 
Of the allegory-Paradiso we made, 
bricks we laid, — 
-in silence, shared ` 
Our lollypop dreams. Š 
Sun-drenched summer’s 
Youth-indolence 
Tn me revived— 
Shatters actions with Daydream weapons. 
Hibernating Hedgehog-lethargy 
in Me rejuvenated 
droops into the ambrosial well 
Of amnesia-kernel. 
But, Middle-age-Frustration 
In youth domain 
Curbs lark instinct 
to swim marine skies, 
Blinds, already blank eyes, 
Re-tears torn minds 


Gluts wood-choked throat. 





TO SLEEP 
_SOMA ROY 


To Sleep like a sun-intoxicated dog 
`~ On a malicious July Noon, - 


To Sleep like a petrified log 
In a nocturnal swoon 
Of a wintry wood, 


To Sleep with the sun. 
Where the sea unfurls . 
Marine-green wings 
Like a pregrant mother-gull 
Brooding over the deep 
` In deceptive, yet langiud, 
Half-sleep...... l 
To sleep as a drunken giant— 
An embryo-Prometheus ` 
In the darkness 





Of a ‘mermaid’s womb. 





ELEMENT AND ENERGY 
TAPAN KUMAR GHOSH 


Great God and Goddess, Siva 

And Kali, we need them for 

The great energy, they’re the double 
images of the creater 


One is black ` 
Another’s white, make 
Charming the vision, 
One’s vanished 
Another’s visible— 
Siva where Element 
Kali there Energy. 


Kali, the storm 

Breakes up untruth 

Great the ‘Energy.’ 

Siva spreads chest, - 

Energy comes to rest 

And dissolves into Element ; 
Does creation end. 


CR—18 








A RETREAT 
MALAY KUMAR BANERJEE 


And now the blue vault of the sky 
Doth warmly great 
My famished soul and tired eye . 
_Ina pleasant retreat. 


“ 


A Snatch from the hours of toil, 
A recreating sally, 

Away from the earthly turmoil - 
To some lonely valley 


Will add spice to my drooping self, 
And. give it a fresh hue 

And, like a sincere friend, help — 
To live. the life anew. 


About the Poets : . 
Mr. Amalesh Bhattacharyya is an Ashramite of Pondicherry. He isa poet of 
- repute. His recent book ‘faa tei (The lonely sky) got high acclaim from all quarters 

Dr. Santi Kumar Ghosh is the Head of the’ Department of Economics, Rabindra 
Bharati University. 

Mr. Sunil Kumar Lahiri is the author of *qa}(book of poems. Sabari means 
waiting woman like Penelope). 

Mr. Deviprasad Bandyopadhyaya, teaches in Barasat Goverrment College, 
West Bengal. He is an avante garde Bengali Poet. 

Miss Soma Roy, is a student of English literature at Presidency College. She 
is a poet of much promise. 

Mr. Tapan Kumar Ghosh, is a post-graduate student of English literature of this 
University. His poems were published previously here. 

Mr. Malaya Kumar Banerjee is Deputy Chief Sub-Editor, Amrita Bazar Patrika 
He began his career as a-college teacher of English. 


PATRICK WHITE: EXPLORER 
: OF THE PSYCHE 
VISVANATH CHATTERJEE 


The Nobel Prize for Literature, awarded a few years ago to the 
internationally famous Australian novelist, Patrick White, could hardly 
be given to a more deserving contemporary novelist. Patrick White has 
not only puta new continent into the world of fiction (and this both 
literally and figuratively), he has given a new meaning to human existence. 
His man is no ‘derelict creature in a godless universe’ as often in the 
novels of Jean-Paul Sartre ; nor is White concerned, as Alberto Moravia 
often is, with ‘the absurdity of a reality insufficient to persuade one of its 
real existence’. A sublime explorer of the psyche, he has discovered new 
depths of the spirit. He ‘has no. interest in the superficialities on the 
mental plane and can never bring himself to believe that the human soul 
has its true basis in. hedonistic principles. He can have nothing but 
contempt for the frivolous interpretation sometimes offered of the ancient 
Greek myth which figures the human spirit asa young maiden with 
butterfly wings. The essential loneliness of man and the inevitability of 
human suffering move him deeply, and he. is moved to compassion, not 
cynicism. ` 

White ‘never minimises suffering; he rather suggests that ‘the law 
of suffering’ is the one indispensable condition of human experience. To 
‘quote the words of the epigraph prefixed to his own novel, Happy Valley : 
‘Progress is to me measured by the amount of suffering undergone.’ The 
hero of The Tree of Man, generally regarded as White’s masterpiece— 
Stan Parker—is. in .many . respects a representative man. Like 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet or Dostoyevsky’s Raskolnikov, Stan has much ii 
common with Everyman. He also feels, no less urgently and ‘poignantly, 
that he must wring (in the words of a distinguished poet of our ar time) 

A living from despair - 

And out of steel a song. - a 
This is ‘precisely what Patrick White wants us all to do. Here; if any- 
where, is. White’s real significance for us. 


Patrick Victor Martindale White was born in London, on May 28, 
1912, during his Australian parents’ visit to England. At the age of six 
months he was brought to Australia, and was brought up and educated 
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in Sydney until he was was 13, when he went back to England to attend 
Cheltenham College. After this schooling, he returned to Australia and 
worked fortwo years on sheep stations (jackerooing, as it is locally 
known). It is during this time ‘that he made preliminary attempts at 
writing a novel. White then revisited England to study modern European 
languages at King’s College, Cambridge University, and passed out as a 
Bachelor of Arts in 1935. He remained abroad for about fourteen years, 
travelled in Europe and America, and was for five years with the 
"Intelligence Department of-the Royal Air Force during operations in 
Greece and the Middle East -at the time of the Second Great War. In 
the meanwhile he had written his first published novel, Happy Valley 
(a; and his second, The Living and the Dead (1941). 


: White returned to Australia-in 1945 and bought a farm at a distance 
of about twenty-five miles from Sydney. He settled there to grow flowers 
and vegetables as well as to breed dogs and goats. Here, for a period of 


`. time, he wrote nothing. Then, like Lord Byron, he awoke one morning 


and found himself famous. With The Tree of Man, published in the 
United Statés in 1955 and in England in 1956, White won world-wide 
acclaim. Before this he had published The Aunt’s Story (1948), written, 
` like the two earlier novels, in England. The. novels that followed The 
Tree of Man—Voss (1957), Riders in the Chariot. (1961), The Solid 
Mandala (1966), The Vivisector (1970) and. the recently published The 
Eye of the Storm—have only fortified White’s international reputation. 

In his early youth White published a volume of. poetry— The 
Ploughman and Other Poems (1935)— consisting of lyrical meditations 
- written in various parts of Europe indicated at the foot of each. He is 
also a gifted- playwright and writer of short stories. The plays that he 
has. written include The Ham Funeral (1960), Season at Sarsaparilla 
(1962),. Night on Bald Mountain (1964). ‘These plays, staged by the 
Adelaide University Theatre Guild, reveal White’s great gift for comedy, 
‘from. the macabre to the bawdy, which fuses passion and suffering with 
high-spirited theatricality.” White’s collection of eleven short stories 
was published under the ‘title The Burnt Out Ones. (I think White took 
the cue for his title from Graham Greene’s novel, A Burnt-Out Case, 
published three years earlier). Perhaps the most remarkable of White’s 
- short stories is.‘The Letters,’ which ‘first appeared in Quadrant in 1962 - 
atid is a claustrophobic tale of Mrs. Ursula’ Polkinghorn and her fifty- 
year-old son, Charles, written in a strikingly original style. . 

Mr. White now lives and works in a home in the interior of Sydney. 
(Those who are interested and want. to correspond with him on-any really 
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serious matter, may write to him care 20 Martin Road, Centennial Park, 
N.S. W., 2021, Australia). His recreations include cooking; gardening, 
listening ‘to music and keeping dogs. He has been described as a man 
‘of somewhat stern manner, but a man of gentleness, kindness and un- 
expected humour with.a warm concern for the lonely and awkward 
members of society. This is inno way inconsistent with the portrait of 
the author that the reader of White’s novels fondly conjures up before 
his mind’s eye. 

Any proper assessment of White’s souctinalad achievement in the 


field of fiction has to be made in the context, of the Australian effort to ` 


survive as a homogeneous culture. As R. M. Younger points out in his 
masterly study, Australia and the Australians, this effort. goes back over 
three generations or so and appears to have come of age by the 1960’s. 
An enlargement of horizon was basic to this achievement. This enlarge- 
ment of horizon, again inits turn, was prompted in different quarters 
and shaped“ by -a number of factors. Australains who had been abroad 
were seeing their country in a new light. The English-born writer who 
later settled in Australia, Nevil Shute (N. S. Norway), introduced Austra- 
lian settings for some of his novels ‘like A Town Like Alice (1950) and 
The Breaking Wave (1955), but he was writting not so much for Austra- 
lian readers as for English and American ones. Patrick White was the 
first to reveal a modern intellectuality. Unlike Nevil Shute, he wrote 
primarily for Australian readers rather than Americans and Englishmen. 


White’s first novel, Happy Valley, foreshadows in many respects his 
latter major novels. It-has‘ for its setting ` the snow country of New 
South Wales and tells us about a local practitioner, Dr. Oliver Halliday, 
and his dissatisfaction with his monotonous life. His disillusionment in 
marriage prompts an affair with a music teacher, Alys Browne. As his 
professional responsibility does not allow’ him to elope with her, he 
moves to a remoter district'in the north with a view to beginning life a new 
with his wife, Hilda. The surrendered love, however, remains an 
unforgettable experience—‘an intimate relationship that no violence can 
mortify.’ The story, though’ not untinged with irony, has its basis in 
the principle of acceptance of the suffering which life inevitably imposes. 
The only characters who escape defeat are the ‘intuitive’ characters like 
Margaret Quong. The reflectiveness that marks the novel, it has been 
pointed out, aids lifelike cross-patterns of the story in a variety of 
episodes and characters and deepens the -local ‘background. . The 


r 


narrative style is often. jerky and disconnected, showing the influence 


of the ‘stream-of-consciouness’ method. 
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The same method is also used in The Living and the Dead which, 
significantly enough, has for its setting Bloomsbury in the 1930’s. White 
attempts to fuse surroundings and inner experience into the action, but 
altogether successfully. The protagonist of the novel, Elyot Standish, 
looks back-on his life and realises that his existence has been no more 
than an extenison of the less negative lives of others: he has tried to 
‘build a cocoon of experience away from the noises in the street’. (The 
end of the novels seems to me to be somewhat reminiscent of the conclu- 
sion of D. H. Lawarence’s Sons and Lovers: Eliot leaves the house and 
catches one of the London buses, as though veering away from the dead 
to turn to the living. The theme of the novel, Professor G. A. Wilkes. 
suggests, is reiterated in White’s-play, The-Ham Funeral.) 


The Aunt’s Story, by some regarded as the finest of White’s early 
novels, was published in.1948. It narrates the story of a spinster— 
Theodora Goodman—in subordination to her mother. She was brought 
up inan Australian country town but moves to Sydney after her father’s 
death. Her mother’s domination has a shrivelling effect on her .being 
through it cannot shut out from her life those rare moments—moments 
of passing affection and vision—through which ‘the opaque world will 
become transparent.’ At the end of the novel.we find that she has lost 
her faculty of reason. , 


White’s first great cual The Tree of Man; is about the-life of a 
dairyman, Stan Parker. The life that he shares with his wife, Amy, is 
simple and.at the same time universal. It has the same quality of. 
timelessness about. it that we find in Thomas Hardy’s immortal vignette, 
‘Only a man harrowing clods...’ Like Voss, it is set in Australia but 
uses a universal theme—the hidden poetry that secretly wells-up in 
humdrum lives. - Stan and. Amy are themeselves inarticulate, but they 
strive.for some kind- of realisation that. always eludes them, the kind of 
realisation -that. Theodora. Goodman could partially achieve only at the 
cost.of her sanity. Amy’s efforts make her petulant and possessive but 
her husband feels liberated in the moments when he can concentrate on 
objects in the external world (‘This table is love...if you can get to know 
it’). Inthe. famous storm scene, White describes how Stan’s sense of 
personal identity. gradually evaporates from. him : 


' 'The rain buffeted and ran off the limbs of the man seated on 
the edge of the veranda. In his new humility weakness and 

` acceptance had become virtues. ...The darkness was full of 
wonder. Standing there somewhat meekly, the man could 


| 
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have loved something, someone, if he could have penetrated 
beyond the wood, beyond the moving darkness. But he 
could not, and in his confusion hè prayed to God, not in 
, specific petition, wordlessly almost, for the sake of company. 
Till he began to know every corner of the darkness, -as if it 
were daylight and he were in love with the heaving world, 
down to the last blade of wet grass. 


It has been suggested that for all its insistence in The Tree of Man 
on immersing oneself in the ordinariness of living, the novel itself shows 


that fulfilment . lies in liberation from that condition—lies in 
transcendence. l 


It is this way of transcendence that is examined in White's next 
major novel, Voss, the heroic tragedy of a distracted explorer who 


wants to torture and sublimate himself through suffering in order to 
show that man may become God. 


White’s use of characters as protagonists of mystical themes is more 
highly developed in Riders in the Chariot, a profound study of the 
alienated consciousness which draws together a lady staying in her 
father’s faded mansion, a Jew escaped from Nazi Germany, a Jaundress 
married to a drunkard and an Aboriginal artists. 


The Solid Mandala has a special interest for Indian readers. It 
explores the complex relationship between twins, one a simpleton (Arthur 
Brown) and the other a disenchanted intellectual (Waldo Brown). _ 
‘Mandala’ (the Sanskrit word meaning ‘circle’ is often used in Eastern 
esoteric and religious literature), in Oriental Art, signifies a schematized 
representation of the cosmos, chiefly. characterized by a concentric 
organization of geometric shapes, each of which contains an image or 
attribute of a deity. Arthur Brown comes across the word mandala in 
an encyclopaedia article where it is explained as a ‘symbol of totality’. 
Arthur ultimately discovers the desperate need in a human being to ‘find 


somebody to worship’. This, however, is frustrated because man is 
afraid to love. 


Patrick White is easily the most famous Australian novelist of our 
time. Nevertheless, there are a few people who suggest, in all probability 
erroneously, that Martin Boyd is the greater novelist of the two. 
Critics hostile to Patrick White point out that although he has an impres- 
sivé metaphysical conception of man, his concept of society seems superfi- 
cial by contrast with his insight into individual character, and that he is 
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given to ‘over-writing’. Even if we assume that these are genuine 
limitations, there is’ no point in unduly emphasizing them. We should 
not: use the wrong end of the telescope. That which matters most is 
what a writer has achieved, and not what he has failed to achieve. 
Patrick White has taught us to suffer with dignity and to find strength 
in loneliness. ‘This, I believe, is no mean achievement. ` 


. * About the author: Dr, Visvanath Chatterjee, M.A., Ph.D. is Reader in the 
Department of English, Jadavpur ‘University. He has many original books on 
English literature. Dr. ‘Chatterjee writes in Bengali too. 











CRIME AND PUNISHMENT : COMPLEXITY 
l OF THE NOVEL 


RATNA RAO 


“Man is a mystery: if you spend your entire life trying to puzzle 
it out, then do not say you have wasted your time...I occupy myself with 
this mystery because I want to be a man”—wrote Dostoevsky in 1839, 
putting forward a basic tenet of writings. What fascinated this writer was 
the European man of the 19th century: -—-the modern Hamlet, torn 
between endless contradictions, the man from the underground who is 
struck by infirmity of doubt, given to endless reflections, and therefore 
doomed to inertia and an inalibity to ‘act’. A Dostoevskean hero thus 
stands tragically alone in a world that is constantly under the threat of 
chaos and disintegration. ‘Everthing in him is fiery and dynamic, 
everything is in movement, contradiction and struggle......Dostoevsky’s 
art isa Dionysian art,” wrote Berdyayeo, some years ago. And nothing 
would better illustrate this complexity of the world and the hero, than 
a study of Dastoevsky’s novels beginning from ‘The Notes From The 
Underground,’ ‘Crime and Punishment,’ to ‘The Idiot’ ‘The Possessed’ 
and ‘The Brothers Karamazov.’ . 


To deal with all of the following works would need an exhaustive 
research. Here we shall concentrate on his universally acknowledged 
classic—~‘Crime and Punishment.’ Any one who has read ‘Crime and 
Punishment’ for a first time, does not fail to feel its peculiarly powerful 
impact. This impact primarily originates from the fact. that the novel’s 
significance sets off reverberations on many levels. It is all at the 
same time, a psychological, social, and philosophical ‘tour de force.’ It 
is a crime story with psychological overtones, an Existentialist novel 
with elements . of Christian resurrection, a social document which can also 
be read as astudy in neurosis. Yet being all this, it is not any one of 
these alone, and the novel’s greatness is born out of its very elusiveness, 
‘Crime and punishment,’ like the other Dostoevskian novels “gives the 
impression of being chaotic and of fluctuating constantly: Chaos is 
beating at the doors of his art and it is this threat we acutely sense, we 
who live in the eye of the storm,” remarked R. L. Jackson. But if his 
novels are chaotic, they are also dynamic, and constantly evolving. 
Besides they are written with such tremendous intensity and force, that 
the novels leave no doubt that they are the sparks of a genius at work. 


C.R.—19 
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On the surface, ‘Crime and Punishment’ can be read as a psychologi- 
cal crime story, which i is as absorbing and ‘“‘readable’” as any of the 
popular thrillers which are churned out in huge quantities. Proust, once 
rightly suggested grouping Dostoevsky’s novels under one comprehensive 
title “the story of crime.” ‘Crime and Punishment,’ is then the story—if 
one may be permitted to call ‘Crime and Punishment’ a “‘story”—of 
Raskolnikov, a young graduate .of Petersburg University who is so 
obsessed with his penury, that.he decides to do away with a rich, but 
what he considers “worthless” widow, and appropriate to himself her 
money. His argument is that her value or contribution to the sum total 
of human happiness is nil; while on the other hand, if he took her 
money he could not only alleviate his conditions, but’ also as an intelli- 
gent being, be of some worth to society. While the crime—i.e. the 
murder—is the leit-motiv of the novel, there is in the second half, the 
powerful -psychological drama—the punishment, where in ‘spite of the 
smooth working out of his cohole plan, moral, psychological forces compel 
him to confession and seek voluntary punishment for his crime l 


. It would not be out of place here to quote an excerpt from Dostoev- 
sky’s letter to M. N Katkov—where he gives a brief outline of the new 
novel brewing in his mind.’ : 


......He passes almost a month between the crime and the final 
catastrophe. It is then that the whole psychological process of crime 
unfolds itself. Insoluble questions confront the murderer, unsuspected 
and -unforeseen feelings torment his heart. .....The criminal himself 
decides to accept torment in order to atone for his deed... 


Thus in the epilogue, we see Raskolnikov, a resurrected man, who 
assumes full responsibility for his crime, and sees his crime as a spring- 
board, an evolutionary link in the chain of events that have enabled him 
to. emerge a ‘total’ man. 


Tt is within this frame-work that Dostoevsky builds up his classic. 
Dostoevsky himself calls the novel ‘as above being the psychological 
account of crime,” but where this differs from others, is in the totality of 
concentration on this singularly nerve-wrecking. obsession of Raskolnikov. 
Practically everything in the novel converges on this murder. The novel 
begins with vague hints of the murder of a bad-tempered landlady, 
of Raskolnikov constantly debating whether to-go through it or 
not,—but what stands out in these first few chapters where the 
whole murder is beeng evolved in Raskolnikov’s mind, is that 
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there “is not, even ina single sentence the mention of the actual word - 
“murder.” Over and over again the monomaniac in his obsession muses : 
‘Am I really capable of doing that? Is that right? and so on.. Then 
there is the murder itself, which is done in such a clumsy and somnam- 
bulistic state, that even Raskolnikov is surprised that it comes off at all. 
Number of critics have pointed out that too many coincidences are 
contrived by Dostoevsky, to effect. Raskolnikov’s murder, which results 
in making the. whole murder a little less credible. - But it must be 
remembered, that were it not for certain unknown inner complusions 
and a set of pre-determined events beyond his control, Raskolnikov 
would never have committed his deed. The pre-determined and ‘chance’ 
elements are at the very core of the crime. The second half of the novel 
is again, about crime, or to be more precise, the aftermath of crime— 
feelings of remorse and guilt plague him and in fact immediately after. 
the murder, he begins to feel urges to give himself up. Similarly, the 
other characters in the novel derive their existence only in relation 
to Raskolnikov and his crime. Such is, the “artistic economy” 
and ‘structural cohesion’ of ‘Crime and Punishment,’ that 
Mochlsky has been tempted to ‘classify the novel as a classical tragedy 
which adheres strictly to the unities of time, place and action. All this 
artistic economy, quickens the narrative pace, gives the effect of virtual 

instantaesnous and suffuses the novel with a dramatic quality. : 


But to categorise the novel as a crime-thriller with the murder as 
- the central theme, would be to miss the finer points of the novel. In fact, it 
cannot be strictly classified as a conventional who-dun-it either—for here, 
the. reader knows the identity of the murderer from the very beginning. 
And unlike the conventional thriller, . the story here is given not to the 
detection of the criminal but of his motives. It is not that there are 
no motives to the crime but that there are too many, to make any one 
of them plausible. What is even more peculiar, is that the criminal 
himself is given to the detection of his motives, for if he is to understand 
himself and assume full responsibility for his crime, he must know why 
he murdered the widow. He himself is Jost in the maze of-motives, 
for as he ruminates if he murdered her to steal her money and better his 
conditions why had he not even cared to look into the purse. 


And it is here, probing into Raskolnikovs’ mind, that Dostoevsky 
marshalls his genius—for here he is concerned with the very predicament _ 
of modern man. Raskolnikov’s search for a rock bottom truth to anchor 
his beliefs and ideals to, and to find once and for all, all that drives and 
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“motivates him, is the quest of every European man, 19th century onwards. 
The psychological agony, the insufferable ‘angst’ of Raskolnikov is very 
similar to the sufferings of the heroes of Camus and Satre, at the realisa- 
tion of the absurdity of existence ; only here in Dostoevsky it.is more 
terrible, more intensified. Like Lord Jim, again Raskolnikov is driven 
to the very brink of the moral universe, where in an struggle to subdue 
and overcome his past actions, -he emerges a better man. If Dostoevsky 
is able to achieve this effect of a veritable hell in the mind of his hero, 
it is because of his acute awareness of the problematic nature of -modern 
man who is caught i in tortorous effects to stem disintegration threatening 
his personality. 


‘One potent : motive behind Raskolnikov’s murder ` is his theory of 
superior and inferior men. Closeted as he is in his garret, he is prey. 
to nightmarish ideas and theories. Like Balzac’s and Stendhals’ plebian 
heroes before him, Raskolnikov experiences the European idealogical 
nightmare-the attraction and menace of the individualist determined 
to realise himself through free action : action that has freed itself from 
conventional, moral law and even from everyday motives of self interest. 
Raskolnikov, a la Hegel believes that there are two categories of men— 
the superior and the inferior: the superior man a Napoleon or an 
Alexander may step over the bulk of humanity and committ breaches of 
morality, while the inferior beings—who constitute the majority are 
required to stay ‘put’ in their place. Raskolnikov, throws himself into 
the role of such a historic hero, who may for the’ sake of the grandiose 
tasks set before him, ride rough-shod over the norms and mores of 
society, in the Hegelian belief “that the history of the world moves on 
a higher plane than that of morality”. Raskolnikov, then in his role of 
a ‘do-gooder’, crushes the skull of an old louse’ a deed which Philip 
Rahv symbolises as a protest against the Petersburg misery and ethics 
justifying it. Yet, after he committs the murder on presumably altruistic 
grounds, he fails to sustain it by an inner conviction. All along he has 
been in a delirium, and even while the, plan was being devised, he is 


`. néver fully convinced that he was one of the distinguished man who 


could side-step morality forthe sake of common good, often he himself 
is aware of this and laughs at himself: A Nepoleon creeps under an 
old woman’s bed! Ugh! how loathsome”. It is this knowledge that 
he has killed for egoistical purposes, deranged by this theories and 
unconscious urges to ‘‘prove” himself that drives Raskolnikov to seek 
punishment. And it is here that Dostoevsky touches contemperorary 
philosophical questions. 
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Dostoevsky’s thesis is that utilatarian principles are fine in theory. 
But in real life, every life however vile is worth its existence, and no 
man has the right to take it away. ‘Economic principle does not lead 
to universal prosperity, but rather to mutual annhilation”’, the writer 
contends. Yet to have created a hero, who committs a murder only on 
this argument, however fallacious it may be, is where Dostoevsky 
scores as a writer. Similarly in dealing with Raskolnikov’s experi- 
ment with himself, the execution of an action not so much for 
the sake of the contents and effects of the action, but in order to know 
himself once and for all all (“Am I louse? AmI a Napoleon”, he 
wonders, often) Dostoevsky was exposing one of the main human 


problems of the bourgeois and intellectual world of the 19th and | 


20th centuries. 


Besides a psychological crime story and a philosophical thesis, 
‘Crime and Punishment’ may also be seen -as a social document of 
Petersburg of the 19th century. Like Balzac’s Paris or Dicken’s London, 
Petersburg for Dostoevsky was the very acme of poverty, drudgery and 
perverted ethics. It is against these narrow streets and blind alleys of 
Hay Market the dwelling place of crime, prostitution, drunkenness 
and disillusioned nihilists that Raskolnikov commits his murder, that 
the. idiosyncratic Marmelidov family exists, that Sonya is driven to 
prostitution and men like Luhzin with their perverted thinking argue. 
Raskolnikov’s murder in particular is typical result of the environmental 
conditions : to quote one critic “it is a virtual carry-over of the theme 
of the -Peterburg misery, for it brings to a close the series of the so- 
called social narratives from the ‘Poor-folk’? to ‘The Insulted And 
Injured’, which have been dominated by the consistent motif that has 
` been defined as that of the impotent protest of powerless people”. If 
Raskolnikov, Marmeledov, Sonya and Luhzin are a part of Petersburg, 
so is Svidrigylov. His nihilism, his meditation upon life beyond good 
and evil, his acts of cruelty and kindness are all examples of. a life 
dominated by idleness resulting in ennui, and the alienation of the 
individual from the broad stream of humanity. Svidri, as many have 
not failed to observe is all that Raskolnikov would have become, had he 
not been influenced by Sonya. 

Though Sonya is a singularly colourless figure, who at times loses 
credibility through her passive non-resistance to forces of life, it is_she 
who influences Raskolnikov to redeem himself. Till the end and however, 
he fails to feel any: remorse or guilt for his act. All that he is-prepared 
to admit is that his scheme has failed, and that he was not strong enough 





| 
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to live with his crime. His conversion in the epilogue comes suddenly. 
‘Oh Lord’, he prayed, “show me thy way, and renounce that damned 
dream of mine......In spite of his weakness, he felt no tiredness at all. 
It was as though an abcess in his heart, which had been coming to ahead 
for a whole month, had suddenly burst. Freedom! Freedom Now he was 
free from the witchcraft, magic spells, fascination and delusions.” However 
Dostoevsky does not let the reader in on the secret of this new man. 
That, he says, is the subject of another story. The epilogue, has been 
criticised as being not really part of the novel- It is hard to believe that 
the doubting, uncertain Schillerian hero is transformed to meek counter- 
part of Sonya. It would be appropriate to quote Leo Shestov, here : 
‘This novelist understood only restless, fractions, struggling people whose 
search is never ended. No sooner did he undertake to show us a man 
who has found himself and achieved i a than he fell into fatal 
banalities”’. 


But what Dostoevsky does is not merely to convert 2 an ‘evil’ character 
to a saintly one. The Christian resurrection of the hero has far more 
implications. He does something complex and more subtle: ‘he makes 
out the shifting sands of experience on which Raskolnikov treads, the 
interplay of the unforeseen, the irrelevant, the fateful conjuction of 
multiple chance occurences, the at times dramatic, at times scracely 
perceptible effect of other consciousness upon his own, and events npon: 
his state of mind. ` 


Thus to see ’Crime and Punishment’ from any one angle is to limit 
the greatness of the writer. If he is a psychologist, he is also a realist 
anda pneumatalogist—the brilliant investigator of the human spirit Such 
is the genius of the man, that no.other writer in European culture received 
such glowing tributes as he did. Nitezsche declared that Dostoevsky 
was the only psychologist from whom he learned any thing ; Camus that 
‘that Dostoyevsky and not Karl Marx was the great prophet of the 20th 
‘century, and Einstein that Dostoevsky gave him more than any other 
thinker. If his works have stood the test of time and have appealed to 
‘generations of men, that surely must bear testimony to the genius of the 
writer. But if the interest in his works is perennial, it is because above all, 
he deals with the existential agony of promethean men who having defied 
the higher moral laws must suffer alone in a world abandoned by gods. 


` * -About the author: Miss Ratna Rao, M.A., (Osmania) is engaged in higher 
‘research. She works for Parlance, an upcoming journal, which has made 
a debut in the intellectua] community. . 





BOOK REVIEW 


VIVEKANANDA—A BIOGRAPHY IN PICTURE 
Revised Third Edition—Published by Advaita Ashrama—Price Rs. 62]- 


The birth Centenary of Swami Vivekananda celebrated in -1963 
inspired Advaita Ashrama to publish a pictorial biography of Swamiji. 
The reason is obvious. Examples are better than precepts. True pictures 
authenticated by persons of authority and integrity serve as the living 
examples. If these living examples are accompanied with relevant 
precepts, the effect becomes intensely outstanding. It is more so if 
positive and reliable clue to the interpretation of these precepts are also 
included. Judged in the above context, this album, with pictures arranged 
chronologically about Swamiji’s lite and career as a whole and accom- 
panied by appropriate quotations therewith, turns out to be not only an 
interesting production, but a valuable and competent addition’ to the 
Ramakrishna-Vivekananda literature as well. 

'-The pictorial biography includes Vivekananda’s spoken and written 
` words indicating the precepts taught by him. It also includes a brief 
account of relevant incidents in his life. Some scripts for the pictures 
give the impressions of some contemporaries of Swamiji. Thus-the album 
combines in it, in a mastery way, illustrations in pictures, precepts in- 
words and suggestive incidents relating thereto. 

The album is divided into eight chapters., The first seven chapters 
portray Swamiji’s life in pictures with Quotations and narratives appro- 
priately accompanying them. The introduction to each chapter is a gem 
in the sense that. taken together they purport to constitute a connected 
but short biography of that great man. The final chapter dwells on Swami’s 
brother disciples. In short, the facts about the life of that great man have 
been presented in this album briefly and-faithfully but without any attempt 
to embellish them. The prefection of the Album lies there. It is sure that 
this unique achievement of the publisher will get its due recognition from 
the discerning readers as it got in the case of the first edition and in that 
of the Second. The printing, binding and the arrangement of the pictures 
are superb ; and they all go to make the entire production unique. 

The person in charge of publication of this biography (in pictures) 
will undoubtedly endear himself to the discerning readers for presenting to 
‘them so-lovely and so competent a production which is worthy of preserva- 
tion in every home devoted to the Ramakrishna-Vivekananda ideals. 


SUDHIR RANJAN SEN GUPTA 





EDITORIAL 


The Governor of West Bengal (who is also Chancellor of this 
University) by an ordinance superseded the Calcutta University for its 
proper functioning. The Syndicate was replaced by the Council consisting 
of 40 members. Some criticism has been raised in some circles against the 
move and they deplored the state interference in the autonomy of the 
University. Prof. Amlan Dutta in his convocation address to the Jadavpur 
University shared the views of the critics. The Minister for Higher Educa- 
tion Prof. Sambhu Ghosh stipulated the policy and intention of ‘the 
Government in the State Legislature. This policy statement announces that 
this supercession is a temporary measure and for short duration. Election 

.to the different bodies will be held soon which will re-take their responsi- ' 
bilities. The superseded bodies were on extended term. The Government 
is contemplating and working on the idea of ammending the Calcutta 
University Act of 1966 in order to make the University instrument of - 
‘social change, change which is imperative to a resurgent democratic 
nation. The ordinance did not affect the position of the Vice-Chancellor, 
Pro-Vice-Chancellors and the Registrar. 


The University authority is very much perturbed, as they were, 
with the examinees of different. examinations. Their demand is either 
increase in number in answer-script.by way of grace mark or postpone- 
ment of examinations. Anyway, the University Council, under the 
leadership of the Vice-Chancellor and Pro-Vice-Chancellors, from its 
very inception coping with the problem very adroitly. If this steady 
tempo is maintained, the University in no time regain its lost glory, 
Barring examinations (holding and publishing the results) and some 
alleged irregularities in appointments, the University is quite agog. Apart 
from the problem of number and magnitude, .the Authority is paying 
heavily for the legacy of the past. When all is said and done, you can 
not keep the University campus in “splendid isolation’ from what is 
happening in the social milieu.. The Press sometimes level (this scribe 
is apologetic for being a member of that tribe) hostile and exaggereted 
criticism against the University. But do they highlight, the endeavour of the 
Vice-Chancellor trying to uphold academic aura in a streneous situation, 
the research works of Dr. Chanchal Majumdar, Dr. Mrs Asima Chatterjee 
and Dr. Arun Sharma, do they report onthe different research projects 
of Prof. K. Mukherje, Prof. Ashim Roy (Commerce), Dr. M. M. Singh, 
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Dr. B. Ganguly and Dr. Buddhadev Bhattacharyya, (Political Science) do 

they give publicity of the timely publication of the results of M.A. History 

and achievement of Economics Department? Do they publish news of 

the honour accorded to the studénts of this University ? Why they are 

silent on Dr. Mukul Mazumdar (a receipient-of Guggenheim fellowship 

in the U.S.A.), Dr. Susanta Chowdhury at. Oxford, or. of Dr. J, N: 

Mohonty at U.S.A and Dr. Debabrata Sinha at Canada? How many 

people know special chair was ‘created at LSE for Dr. Amartya Sen ? 

Do they give coverage on the acceptance of service here by Dr. Sibjiban 

Bhattacharyya, Dr. J. K. Ray, or Dr. Mohit Bhattacharya? How many 
people know University Central Library is second to National 

‘Library, and in some respects it is better than that. Why do they not | 

publish the summary of the lectures delivered by foreign academic 
luminaries here? Dr. R. C. Mazumdar, doyen of Indian history is still a 
untired pilgrim to the temple of learning. Do the Press bring it to light ? 
Rather they are conspicously silent on the silent works of Dr. Sukumar 
Sen and others. Very few of us know nearly 40 people got Ph.D. under 
Prof. Amalendu Bose. They say that the University is a huge body that 
does not move ( 4be1He4). True it was once prime mover of social 
change in India. But did it set the attention it deserves ? Do they praise 
the Vice-Chancellor, who is the Chief Editor of this journal, for bringing 
it out in time in spite of persistent loadshedding and other constraints ? 
No. It’s facile to criticise and kill but hard to eulogise and revive. 


Recently Calcutta University Students Study Cricle has been formed 
with the Vice-Chancellor at the apex. They organised a discussion on _ 
` lively topic like ‘Centre-State Relation. Mr. Jyoti Basu, Chief Minister 
among others participated in the parley. nae 


Department of Aichaeology and Department of Ancient Indian 
History and Culture organised a seminar and exhibition on Gupta Arts and _ 
Paintings. The Vice-Chancellor inaugarated it. Department of Sociology 
organised a seminar on the Sociological Thinking of Benoy Sarkar, a 
great Indian intellectual. Scholars may take help of a good reference 
book prepared in Bengali on Benoy Sarkar by Mr. Pramatha Paul, a | 
former pupil-associate of the great savant. 


This time Dr. Satya Ranjan Banerjee went to Madison, U.S.A in 
an invited lecture tour. 

In the previous issue of our journal I mistakenly mentioned Dr. 
Kalipada Bakshi as Professor and Head of the Department of Jogamaya 
Devi College, but in fact he is Prof. and Head, Department of 


fe eh es 
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Philosophy, Ano College. ` Jogamaya Devi College is the morning 
College meant for ladies and housed in the: Asutosh College. The- error 
is regretted. 


Many valuable articles are stockpiled to us. Most sr them will be . 


published in course of time. We are working under some limitations. 
Contributors, please bear with us till we are-tilted towards arts subjects. 
Scientific article are most welcome. 


The following students got first class in-order of merit in the 
Modern History M.A. Examination das 


Suranjan Das” 

S. Lakshmi 

Subhra Mitra 

Indira Banerjee 

Kabita Roy 

Suparna Chatterjee 

Bhaskar Chakravarty 

Gunja Sen Gupta 

Swapan Sen 

Putul Ghosh = Bot 

(Suranjan Das also stood First class First in B.A. (Hist.) Hons. 
.from Presidency College. He is son of reputed archaeologist Dr. S. R. 
Das of this University. 


This time: too, Dr. Amarennranath Paul a staff member of my - 


office and Miss Purnima Chatterjee, M.A., Seninor Research Anvestigator 
* of this University went out of their way in helping me in my editorial 
functions. Iam aw to. them. 


SALIL DUTTA 
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